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INTRODUCTION. 



Thb Diart of Georgb Bubb Dodinotoh, 
Lord Melcombe Regis, is one of the most 
remarkable productions of the autobiographi- 
cal class. It contains the self description of a 
statesman, who, aspiring to the character of 
patriot, regularly journalizes a tissue of conduct 
and incident which distinguishes him as one of 
the most venal and interested of partisans. This' 
he executes, not only with an apparent uncon- 
sciousness of the disgusting features of the 
portrait which he was forming of himself, but, in* 
the opinion of the manly and spirited gentleman' 
who first gave his. performance to the world,- 
with the iBtention of that yery posthumous pub- 
lication of it which has actually, taken praee. 
A more striking proof of the manner in which 
early inyolvement in a peculiar circle, and habit 
and intercourse, may promote self-delusion, and 
dissipate self-knowledge, was possibly never 
afforded. The existence of political adventurers 
with too many of the characteristics of this 
greedy statesman, is doubtless common enough ; 
but it is apprehended that a craving disposition 
to write themselves down as such, is as rare as it 
is unaccountable. 



VI PREFACE. 

Setting aside the display of a curious variety 
in the human character, — the first and most 
special claim to a place in this series^ — the 
DiART of BuBB DoDiNGTON is singularly 
instructive to EngUshmen, as none can more 
pointedly expose the peculiar complexion of 
the selfish intrigue and littleness which may 
sometimes lower the respectahility of a British 
statesman. The avenues to power in all coun- 
tries are occupied by candidates who are yery 
similarly actuated, but each of these classes of 
political aspirants is otherwise distinguished by 
the peculiar markings and characteristics of the 
nation to which it belongs; and the work 
which follows is remarkably illustrative of every- 
thing connected witii party and place-hunting 
intrigue in Great Britain. In fact, had the 
small-minded and very- interested author sat 
down to expose the weak points of the aristo- 
cratical portion of our system, he could not 
have succeeded better; and whatever the re*- 
condite state of the case, as similar causes must 
to all practical cesults produce similar effects, 
the race of Bubb Dodihgtons is neither ex-> 
tinct nor likely to be so. For the rest, it is only 
necessary to observe, that the original prefaces, 
which are spirited and remarkable, have been- 
retained, and everything else which can preserve 
to this edition whatever has contributed to the 
value and interest of the preceding ones. 



THIS BOOK 

IS DEDICATED 

To that man (whenever he may appear) who, 
blessed with a soul superior to all lucratiye and ambi- 
tious viewSy vnll dare to stand forth the generous 
advocate and benevolent protector of the public wel* 
fare— -who, when in office, will make the good of his 
fellow-subjects the sole rule of his administration; 
and who, when out of office, independent of every 
partial connexion, wiQ steadily and uniformly adhere 
to the same honest plan— who, while in power, will 
boldly oppose all measures, however profitable to him- 
self or his friends,^ that may be detrimental to the 
cause of his country; and who, when deprived of 
power, unshaken by present disappointments, or un- 
influenced by fiiture expectations, will as boldly sup- 
port every measure which may be beneficial ta that 
cause, though it originates firom his most hated ad- 
versary. 

Such a man may be justly honoured with the glo- 
rious title (hitherto, alas! ideal), which in all ages 
has been fi*equently conferred, but, perhaps, never yet 
merited, of 

A PATRIOT. 
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PREFACE. 



The following Diary is printed from a nuinuscript of 
the late lord Melcombe's ; and, as the reader may be 
inquisitive to know the stages through which it came 
into my possession^ I shall briefly satisfy his curiosity. 

Lord Melcombe died in the year 1762, and be- 
queathed his whole property (a few legacies excepted) 
to his cousin, the late Thomas Wyndham, of Ham* 
mersmith. 

Mr Thomas Wyndham, who died in the year 1777, 
left, toiong many other kind ramembrances, a cUtose 
in his will in the following words : ^ I gire to Henry 
Penmddocke Wyndham all my books, and all the late 
lord Melcombe's political papers, letters, and poems, 
requesting of him not to print or pubUsh any of them, 
but those that are proper to be made public, and sudi 
only, as may. In some degree^ do honour to his 
memory." 

The latter part of diis clause has, hitherto, made 
me hesitate on the propriety of making his lordship's 
BJaiy pulilic; for although it may reflect a oonsider* 
able degree of honour on his lordship's abilities, yet, 
in my opinion, it sltows his political conduct (however 
palliated by the ingoiuityof his own pen), to have 
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been wholly directed by tbe base motives of avarice, 
vanity, and selfishness. 

What, beside these motives, induced hjm to (fait 
the service of Geoiige II, and to prefer the protection 
of Frederick, prince of Wales, to that of his old mas- 
ter ? Alas I he could not then foresee the black cloud, 
which was preparing to obscure the expected glory of 
the rising sun, and to bkst the hopes of all its wor- 
shippers. 

What, beside these motives, made his lordship dis- 
contented and miserable while he remained in the 
€ourt of that prince ? A party was, ^ere, quickly 
combined against him, which, unfortunately for lord 
Melcombe, was actuated by the same selfish prindples 
as he himself was. 

What, besides these motives, tempted him, after the 
death of the prince of Wales, to court the Pelhams 
with the most abject and fawning servility, and, at the 
same time, in secret opposition to his great patroness, 
the princess dowager ? 

. But all this may be strictly honourable within the 
veige of a court ; and, on this account, I could patiently 
hear his lordship recommend Mr Ralph as a very 
honest man, and in the same pages inform us, that he 
was ready to be hired to any cause ; that he actually 
put himself to auction to the two contending parties 
{the Bedfords and Pelhams), and that, after several 
biddings, the ** honest " Mr Ralph was bou^t by the 
Pelhams. 

However, I cannot patiently forgive the violent 
dedamation of his lordship against ^ the low and venal 
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wretches of Bridgewater;*' as if a bribe taken by a 
miserable voter, and, possibly, for the support of a 
numerous ^and indigent ftmUy, was m6re dishonour* 
able than a place or pension enjoyed or coveted by 
the opulent, for the sole purposes dther of accumula* 
tii^ riches, or of ext^uiing the pomp of pride and 
power. 

I am aware that, in treating the character of my 
author thus freely, I shall appear as a very extraordL 
naryediUM', the practice of whom has generally been 
to prefer flattery to truth, and partiality to juaticei 
But it may be worth considering whether my method^ 
or the common one^ is the less injurious to the cha* 
racter of an author; and whether the reader may not 
be more inclined to overlook or pardon those errors 
which he is previously instructed to expect, than he 
would be, if every page contradicted the fevourable 
impressions which the editor had been industriously 
labouring to fix on his mind. 

But it is now time to answer a very natural ques- 
tion : How could I, with such sentiments of the Diary, 
venture to publish it, consistoit with the clause in the 
will ? . , 

To what I have said before, that the Diary was 
written by lord Melcombe, I shall add, that every part 
of it was carefully copied from rough drafts, and 'that 
scarcely a blot or correction is to be seen throughout 
the whole. The month also, and each day of the 
week,' is accurately inscribed on the margin, with his 
own pen, in printing characters. 

From these drcumstanees I conclude, that lord 

A 2 
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Mdcombe wrote for die public, and that he intended 
his Diary should, in a fiitufe season, be produced to 
light : it is also manifest that his lordship meant it as 
an apology for his political conduct, and that he could 
not write merely for amusement, or solely for his own 
Introspection, or for the private perusal <mly of his 
heirs. 

The kte Mr Wjmdham, through whose hands the 
MS. came to me, was of this (pinion. 

It seems therefore that, in publishing this Diary, I 
am certainly fulfilling lord Melcombe's design, and do^ 
ing what he anticipated some one or olher should do : 
it is to. be 4Bupposed that, in his opinion, there is no- 
thing dishonourable in the Diary, and to his judgment 
I am in duty bound to sacrifice my own : the preju* 
dices, perhaps, of ^education have instilled in my mind 
ideas of honour very differait from those of his lord- 
ship, which — 

■■ putavi 
Stulgus ego huic nostrs similes 

But, notwithstanding, if I thought that any part of 
the Diary would tend to make one worthy character 
unhappy, or cause the smallest injury to the common 
good, I should, without -hesitation, suppress it : nay, 
I would instantly commit it to the flames, lest it might 
hereafter be productive of those consequences. 

If, on the contrary, by unveiling the mysterious 
intrigues of a court, and by exposing the lat^it causes 
of opposition, the Diary teaches us, that both one and 
the other may act from the same interested and cor- 
rupt principle; it may then make us cautiously diffi- 
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dent of themotiTes of either; and the country gentle^ 
men* in particular^ may learn from it, that they have 
as much to dread from those who are in pursuit of 
power, as from those in actual possession of it ; from 
those who are, hopefully, working in the cold dimate 
of disi^pointment, as from those who are luxuriously 
basking in the sunshine of enjoyment. 

The "Diary may even animate those gentlemen to 
the love of true patriotism, and probably instruct them 
to be more attentive to the measures of administra- 
tion, than to the parties which form it ; and may check 
and control that restless aversion to all government, 
so prevalent amongst them, and against which the best 
minister is no more secure than the worst. 

For have we not sometimes seen, when, after a long 
and laborious struggle, they have at length placed 
their fevourite pilot at the helm; that, before they 
have suffered him to hold the rudder for one Toyagey 
they have been as violent in their efibrts of removing 
him, as they have been in raising him to it ? 



I think it necessary to observe, that I have not puh- 
lished the Diary quite entire, as it would be no enter- 
tainment to the reader to be informed who daily dined 
with his lordship, or whom he met at the tables of 
other people. « 

Such and some other trivial particulars I have 
omitted ; but I have been careful not to alter any part 
pf the origmal writing, for though some obscurities 
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darken a few passages (which, indeed, might naturally 
be expected from his lordship's circumstantial manner 
of reciting long conversations), yet I have not pre. 
sumed to give them my explanation, being of opinion 
that the reader has an equal right with myself to put 
his own construction upon them. 

Some trifling anecdotes, however, may still appear 
in the present volume, such as the disputes of the 
Dorset fimnly ; the Bridgewater, and Other elections. 
Sec,; but these are so interwoven and connected with 
the general matter, and so often referred to, that I 
could not with propriety reject them, lest the whole 
might otherwise seem embarrassed and unintelligible. 



THE 



DIARY. 



1749. — In the beginning of this year I was grieyously 
afflicted with the first fit of the gout, which, with a 
&11 that strained one leg and wounded the 'other, con- 
fined me to my chamber near three months. 

March 8.— During my illness, several kind expres- 
sions from the prince towards me were reported to 
me, and on the 8th of March his roysl highness or- 
dered the earl of Middlesex, his master of the horse, 
to send Mr Ralph (whom he had often talked to about 
me) with a message from his royal highness, to ofier 
me the fiill return of his favour, and to put the prin- 
cipal direction of his afiairs into my hands. 

I told Mr Ralph that I desired the two following 
days to consider of it ; and that he should have my 
answer at twelve o'clock, on Saturday the 11th instant. 

11. — This da^, in the morning, I wrote to Mr Pel- 
ham, desiring hun, as I was not able to go out, to wait 
upon the king, and in my name humbly to resign, into 
his majesty's hands, my office of treasurer of the 
navy. 

The same day I g^ve Mr Ralph my answer in writ- 
ing to the prince's gracious messags, to be delivered to 
the earl of Middlesex, taking his honour that he would 
lay it before his royal highness; which Mr Ralph per- 
formed, as did also his lordship. 

The same morning, I received a very dvil letter from 
Mr Pelham, testifying his concern and surprise at my 
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resoludoii) and desiring that he might see me before 
he delivered my message to the king, and acquainting 
me that he would come to me on Monday the ISth, in 
the momine, before he went to court, being then just 
going into the country. 

AfkRCH 13. — This day, early in the mornings Mr 
Pelham made me a long visit with much civility ; he 
seemed to wish much that this afiair might go no far- 
ther. I told him that I saw the country in so dan- 
gerous a condition, and found myself so incapable to 
contribute to its relief and so unwelcome to attempt 
it, that I thought it misbecame me any longer to re- 
ceive great emoluments from a country, whose service 
I could not, and if I could, I should not be suffered to 
promote : so I begged him to execute my commission 
to the king : and then we parted. 

He came to me again, about eleven o'clock, to let 
me know that the long accepted my resignation very 
graciously, but expected that I would continue to act 
till he could fix upon a proper successor. I did so, 
and was continued in the office till the 3rd of May. 

July 16. — The prince was extremely kind to me, 
and oflen admitted me to the honour of supping with 
him and the princess. But on Saturday the 15th of 
July, going to Carleton-house, to make my compli- 
ments before I went to ^astbury, he ordered me to 
sup with him, and invited me to spend the day with 
him at Kewon the following Tuesday, bemg the 18th, 
wanting, as he was pleased to say, to talk to me about 
business. 

18. — This day I arrived at Kew about eleven o'clock. 
The prince received me most kindly, and told me he 
desired me to come into his service upon any terms, 
and by any title I pleased : that he meant to put the 
principal direction of his affidrs into my hands : and 
what lie could not do for me in his present situation, 
must be made up to me in fiiturity. AH this in a 
manner so noble and frank, and wiUi expressions so 
fiill of aflfection and r^^ard, that I ought not to re- 
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iDember them but as a debt, and to p^piituate my 
gratitude. This passed before dinner. 

July 18.-^ After dinner, he took, me into a private 
room, and of himself beg^ to say, that he thought I 
might as well be called treasurer of the chambers, as 
any other name: that the earl of Scarborough, his 
treasurer, nnght take it ill if I stood upon the esta- 
blishment wim higher appointments than he did : that 
his royal highnesses destination was, that I should 
have 2000/. per annum. That he thought it best to 
put me upon the establishment at the highest salary 
only, and that he would pay me the rest himself. I 
humbly desired that I might stand upon the establish- 
ment without any salary, and that I would take what 
he now designed for me when he should be king, but 
nothing before. He said that it became me to make 
him that off&ry but it did not become him to accept it, 
consistent with his reputation, and therefore it must be 
In present. He then unmediately added, that we must 
settle what was to happen in reversion, and said that 
he thought a peerage with the management of the 
house of lords, and the seals of secretary of state for 
the southern provin^ce, would be a proper station for 
me, if I approved of it. Perceiving me to be under 
much coniusion at this unexpected offer, and at a loss 
how to express myself he stopped me, and then said, 
** I now promise you on the word and honour of a 
prince that, as soon as I come to the crown, I will 
^ve you a peerage and the seals of the southern pro- 
vince." Upon my endeavouring to thank him, he 
repeated the same words, and added (putting back his 
chair), ^ and I give you leave to kiss my hand upon it 
now, by w^y of acceptance ;'* which I cud accordui^v. 

He then continued to say, that he would provide 
for my friends, Whom he knew I valued more than 
myself: that he promised Mr Fumese, the treasury : 
sir Francis Dasnwood, the treasury of the navy, or 
cofferer : Mr Henley, solicitor-general ; and gave me 
leave to tell them so, adding, that he would confirm it 
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to them hiiiMself. Lord Talbot I was to settle wftH 
when I saw him in Dorsetshire. We agreed that 
he should send for me to^ Cliefden, when he was 
settled there, where the warrant should be orderec^ 
&c. &c. 

July 18. — Upon the conversation before dinner, I 
had taken the opportunity to b^ the princess's pro- 
tection, who answered me in the most obliging manner. 

19.^-1 saw Mr Fumese and Bfr Ralph at Hammer- 
smith, to whom I related all that had passed, and pro- 
mised Mr Ralph that he should be my secretary if I 
lived to have me seals. 

20.— Went to Eastbury. 

23. — rLord Talbot came over to me at Eastbury. I 
acquainted him with this whole transaction ; he pro- 
mised to support me to the utmost, and to do the 
prince all possible service : but would accept no re- 
version. 

31. — Sir Francis Dashwood and his lady came to 
Eastbury. I informed him also of all that.had passed. 
He received, with much pleasure, both what related 
to himself and to me. 

Aug. 9. — Mr Bance came to Eastbury, whom also 
I acquainted with all that had passed between the 
prince and me, and offered him my endeavours to pro-^ 
cure for him the reversion of the Remittances, or of 
the Board of Trade, if he had a mind to leave the 
city. He received my narrative with great pleasure, 
and my ofiers with great kindness and afiection; pro- 
testing that he had no wish but to remain always my 
liuthfiil friend and servant, and desired, nor would 
have nothing. But upon my presnng him, he sidd 
that if it must be so, he should choose the Remit- 
tances, and to have the secret and government of liie 
Bank, as what he thought would render him n^idst 
useful to his friends ; to which I apeed, and promi|wd 
to undertake the affiur with the prmce. \ 

Sept. 7. — I received the prince's commands, by t^ie 
earl of Egmont^ to attend hmi at Clielclen. 



1 



BUBB DODDIMOTON* 13 

Sept. 9.>^Lord Shaftesbury came this mornuig; I 
opened part of the prince's scheme to him, he seemed 
pleased and willing to assist ; and thought he could 
answer for lord Foley, and promised to try him. 

11. — Returned to Gunnersbury. 

12, 13. — Saw Mr Ralph, and talked with him about 
lord Egmont's acquainting Gary with the whole trans- 
action between him and me. 

14. — Went from Gunnersbury to Cliefden. Well 
received by all the femily. There were besides, the 
earl of Bute and lord chief justice Willes. 

15.^Dined with their royal highnesses at Park 
place. Lord chief justice went fh>m thence to Henley. 

16. — Orders to Mr Drax, by lord Egmont, to make 
out my warrant. Received an account that lord Cob* 
ham med on Wednesday the 13th. 

17. — The prince and lord Egmont went to town 
fix>m Cliefden. The princess to Kew. They returned 
thither about nine. I met them at ten. Lord Bathurst 
came to Cliefden in the morning, and from thence to 
Kew. 

21. — Sir William Stanhope came to Cliefden. 

23. — At Ashley. Sent an ode to the princess, with 
a letter, by her command. 

24. — Received an answer from the princess. 

29. — Heard the news of the deatn of sir Watkin 
Williams, by a ML from his horse. 

Oct. 1. — Kissed the prince's and princess's hands, 
as treasurer of the chambers. Supped with their 
royal highnesses and madame de Mirepoix, the French 
ambassadress. The prince pretty eager about oppo* 
sitioii. 

2. — Kissed the king's hand at Kensington. Was 
civilly received. Wrote to lady Middlesex about what 
passed last night. Sent a servant to the Orange with 
a letter to Mr Henley, and wrote to Mr Waller. 

3. — Set out from London. Met an answer from 
Mr Henley ; not so full as I expected. Lay at Sutton, 
and arriv^ at Eostbury the following day. 

B 
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Oct. 6. — Mr Drax came to Eastfaury; he says lady 
Middlesex is ciuiQing and silly, and warns me against 
her. 

7. — Went to lord Shaftesbury's^ and left him very 
well disposed; found general Cholmondley there— at 
my return found Mr Henley, showed him lord Eg- 
mont's letter, and my answer, and the heads which I 
designed from the prince; he seemed to approve^ 
and promised to promote everything according to my 
system. 

8. — ^Mr Henley went away. 

12.— Arrived at Hanunersmith. 

13. — Sent a memorial with a letter to the prince — 
waited on their royal highnesses. They lay at Kew, 
and ordered me to attend them the next dav. 

14. — Came to Kew at two. Walked with the prin- 
cess alone till four. Dined and supped there. Lords 
Inchiquin and Bute, ladies Middlesex and Howe, Mr 
Breton and I. 

15. — At Leicester-house. The Grenvilles presented 
for the title of Temple. Supped at Garleton house — 
their royal highnesses, ladies Middlesex, Howe, mar 
dame de Mirepoix; lords Bute and North. 

16. — Went to Cliefden with their royal highnesses* 
Lords Inchiquin and Bathurst met us. The princess 
talked to me about lord North for a governor to prince 
George, which I approved of. 

20. — We all went to Oubom fair; prince George 
in our coach. 

22. — The princes talked much to me about the earl 
of Granville, 

28. — We left Cliefden — dined and supped at Kew, 
and left the children there. We came to town about 
one. 

30. — King's birth-day kept. I was at St James's ; 
then at Carleton house ; went to dine with sir Samuel 
Pennant, lord mayor, by the prince's command. No* 
body at the feast between the lord chancellor and me. 

Nov. 4}, — Dined and supped at Kew. The prince 
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read to me an answer to my memorial, written with 
ids own hfmd. The difference in opinion between us 
is not considerable. The piece is astonbhingly well 
drawn. 

Nor. 12. — I dined at Carleton house. The company, 
only the prince, the earl of Egmont, and Dr Lee. Our 
business, the immediate steps to be taken upon the 
demise of the king, more particulariy with relation to 
the civil list, ifis royal highness said, he had had 
three methods proposed to hmi; the first was, to let 
the present mimsters settle it, and then part with them 
and the parliament; die second was, to dismiss four 
or five of the principals, but to vote the civil list before 
the parliament was dissolved; the third (which he was 
pleased to say he thought was my opinion), was to 
dismiss the parliament immediately, to turn all those 
out whom he did hot design to continue, and to throw 
himself upon the country for a new parliament, and a 
provision for himself and fionily, which he desired 
should be only a clear annuity of 800,000/. giving back 
the duties to the public, with whatever surplus might 
attend it. The first proposition his royal highness put 
out of the question : the second and dtird, he desired 
that he might be fiilly satisfied upon, from a fiill con- 
^deration; because what was there determined, he 
would unalterably stand by, when communicated and 
agreed to by the earl of Carlisle, lord Baltimore, and 
lord chief justice Willes. It was discussed, and we 
were all at last of opinion that the tiiird proposition 
was the greatest, most populcu*, and the best. His 
royal highness came heaitilv into it, gave us his hand, 
and made us take hands with each other to stand by 
and support it. I undertook to find 2 or 300,000/. to 
go on with, till a new parliament could grant the civU 
ust. 

13. — I kissed the duke's hand. Saw the earl of Car- 
lisle^; he was for the second proposition, and for 
keeping the prince's destination of employments secret, 
l)ecause he was unwilling the Pelhams should know 
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they were ded|>eratewidihim: he did not see how the 
House of Loras could be carried on without the earl 
of Granville. Sir Paul Methuen was for the third 
proposition. 

iMoy. 14. — Lord Middlesex and Mr Ralph caine in 
the evening — much talk about bringing the prince's 
afiairs to some r^ulation. 

15. — Dined at Carleton-house— the prince, earls of 
Carlisle and Eanont, lord chief justice \¥illes, lord 
Baltimore, sir John Rushout, Messrs Gibbon, Lee, 
Henley, Nugent, sir Thomas Bootle and L Agreed 
not to oppose the address, unless there should be 
something very strong in it 

16. — The session of parliament opened with a very 
modest speech. The address, moved by Mr Charles 
Townshend, and seconded by sir Danvers Osborne, I 
thought a very unexceptionable one, and I did not 
oppose it. Sir John Hynde Cotton did, upon the 
peace not bdbg complete, as is there said. The earl 
of Eemont then made a violent and very injudicious 
speech against tlfe address, throwing out everything 
he could think, or had heard of, agamst the ministry. 
Lord Baltimore said but little on the same side, and 
so the matter dropped, and the address was voted. I 
went to the prince before I dined, to give him an ac- 
count of what had passed; he did not seem to make 
much account of it, one way or another. 

17. — Lady Mary Coke appeared at the King's 
Bench, and obtained leave tor lawyers, all her rela^ 
dons, and the earl of Pembroke, to come to her. Lord 
Afiddlesex and Mr Fumese came to me in the evening. 
Much serious conversation about the behaviour in and 
out of parliament, of the prince's family, and of our 
situation in it Agreed tnat it must be altered, or 
that I could be of no use there, and consequently 
jcould not stay. Earl of Middlesex undertook to talk 
to the prince about it. I was presented to the piuin 
cess Amelia, and kissed her hand. 

19.— The princess's birth-day; but not kept till 
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Wednesday, because queai Caroline died on the 9Dcfa. 
The prince ordered me to signify, that he would not 
meddle with the Westminster election. 

Nov. 20. — Mr Bodens informed me that Mr Douglas^ 
at lord Robert Bertie's, said that I solicited to -come 
into the prince's fimiily, agreeing not to be at the head | 
Dr Lee was at the h^id. 

22. — The princess's birth-day was kept. Dmed 
with the following public ministers; marquis de Mire- 
poix, comte de Haslang, Mons. le general oomte de 
Lucdiesi, Mons. le general Wall, Mons. le comte de 
Fleming, Mons. le comte de Perron, Mons. I'abb^ de 
Orossap-testa; Messrs les chevaliers de Levy, de Lau* 
rency, de Tesder; Mons. d'Andrara, Mons. d'Abriau; 
Mons. de comte d'Einsiddell, Mons. le baron Krayg^, 
Mons. de Fioren, lord Tyrowley, and Mr Breton. J 
went to lord Middlesex, who had been with me in the 
morning, to tell me that the prince had sent for him 
* on Sunday, that his royal highness seemed much 
'. heated, having heard from lord Baltimore that I was 
in a great passion at what passed in parliament last 
Thursday, and declared that I woiud have voted 
against them, if they had divided upon the address. 
Asked if such behaviour was not intolerable. Lord 
Middlesex assured him, that I talked it over to him 
in the house with great calmness and without the 
least passion ; that lord Baltimore joined us for a little 
time and seemed to be of our opinion ; that he, lord 
Middlesex, as well as I, thought that the address 
should have gone without opposition, and that lord 
Egmont's speech was very injudicious, &c, ; but the 
prince seemed to be of a contrary opinion, and the 
conversation ended, by his directing lord Middlesex to 
quiet me. I went, as I said before, to lord IMQddlesex 
in the evening, and we had much talk. Both lord and 
lady Middlesex were of opinion that a party was 
made against me in the familv, and that it was best to 
come to an explanation with the prince. I supped 

B 2 
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with their royal highneaaes at Carleton-house. Lords 
Bute and Inchiquin, ladies Middlesex and Howe. 

Not. 23. — Was to wait on the prince, who appointed 
me Friday, at twelve o'clock. 

Went to council. The king present. Ten thousand 
seamen voted. Earls of HaUi&x and Broke sword 
lord lieutenants of Northamptonshire and Warwick? 
shire. 

24. — Earl of Mddlesex and Mr Ralph were with 
me, to acquaint me that the printer and publisher of 
the Remembrancer was taken up for his paper of last 
Saturday, the 18th instant, but that the messenger 
used them with uncommon dviUty, touched nothmg 
of their papers, presses, or effects, and took their 
words for their surrendering themselves the next 
morning. My lord had been with the prince, who 
agreed to indemnify them as to the expense, but wi|^ 
very averse that anything should be done to make him' 
at all appear in it, which made them very uneasy, r^**^.'' 

At half past twelve I went to Carleton-house, afldl* 
in a quarter of an hour was called in. Sir Thomaisr . 
Bootle was with the prince. His royal highness 
took me into a windQw, and told me that he had 
sent Middlesex to me, about seizing the printer, ^c. % 
What was to be done ? And then, without giving me 
time to answer, he ran out into reasons why nobody 
that belonged to him must i^pear. I ^ntly lethiiDt * 
see that X thought otherwise, and insinuated whe- 
ther, if Mr Ralph should be taken up, it would not . 
be proper that lord Middlesex and I should bail... 
him; he said, by no means, and therefore Ralpfi' 
should be spoken to that he mi^t keep out of me 
way, &c. At last he ordered that he should go to my* 
house at Hammersmith, with which I agreed, think- 
ing thai the strongest mark of his protection that ^i 
we could desire. After much talk about this and 
that, and some idle accounts about the poll at Covent- 
garden, he made me ait by him, and ran into a long 
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discourse about the army, and then about tlie reduc- 
tion of interest, and so let himself into a discouiBe 
about the necessity of saying something upon those 
things in parliament, to fed pulse, and keep the party 
together, &c. all which was designed as an apology (in« 
Bt^ui of finding fiiult) to me, for what had passed the 
beginning of the session. — I took it up, upon his men« 
tioning something about talk, and throwing thinps out, 
to expose, &c., and said that I supposed talk might be 
right, but people should consider wliat talk, and if they 
haid anything to say; that perpetually throwing out 
things which one neither understood nor could prove, 
was, I thought and always should think, exposing one's 
sdf and not the person aimed at ; that it was for his 
service, to put little things into his power, to be veri- 
fied beyond contradiction, that he might certainly 
know what dqiendence was to be had upon those they 
came from when they informed him of greater matters. 
Therefore I would furnish him with one instance : he 
had heard I wss in a great passion about the earl of 
Eemont's behaviour upon the address ; luckily for me, 
I had never spoken to anybody about it, but to two 
persons, fevourite servants of his royal hi^iness, and 
particular friends of mine, lords Mddlesex and Balti- 
more ;. the latter of whom joined us as we were 
talking of it very calmly; he seemed to be of our opin- 
ion, and said, that he had told Cotton that we should 
not divide with them ; I knew that lord Middlesex had 
told him how it passed, and if he would give me leave 
to bring lord Baltimore to him, he would inform his 
royal highness that there was not the least heat among 
any of us alL (I knew Baltimore was the author of 
this dirty piege of cunning). That by this he might 
see, if he pleased, what credit was to be given for the 
foture to those who brought him this piece of intelli- 
genee. He thanked me, and was very gracious, and^ 
talked it off as well as he could; but in the multipli- 
city of discourse, owned to me that Baltimore bad 
told him, but meant no harm, &c. I replied, I had 
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never seen business done in a meeting of a dozen like 
that, on the fifteenth day before the session; that 
those meetings were alwdys declaratory, thon^ in the 
shape of deliberation; that the first concoction was 
always between the prince and three or four persons 
at most; that I hoped to have laid my poor opinions 
before him in that manner, with two or three only; 
that I hoped to have foimd a friend there, especially 
lord Middlesex, whom I thought, upon all accounts, 
ought to be at the first digestion; that then we should 
properly lay our thoughts jointly before his royal high- 
ness, or if we diflFered, could reason it out with one 
another, and he might judge which side to adhere to. 
But to combat the opmions he adopted, separately 
with him, was impossible; we could not, we ought not 
to dispute with hun as we did with each other. 

He was a good deal sta^ered at what I said 
about lord Middlesex, and said he ought, no doubt, 
to be of the great meeting ; I said, of lK>th sure, and 
added something, much in his favour. I then told him 
that I found very little disposition to fiiendship and 
cordiality with me, in those whom he seemed princi- 
pally to confide in, &c. He said that I must not won- 
der that there was a little shyness at first, there were 
so many stories, &c. I replied, that I hoped he did 
not think I mentioned it by way of complaint, for if it 
were not with relation to his service, I should never 
think of desiring the favour and countenance of any one, 
or of all those gentlemen, as any sort of addition to 
me; that, as he thought it for his service, I already 
had done, though fruitlessly, and would continue to do 
everything, and go all the way to obtain their good- 
will; that I begged he would observe that, in conse- 
Suence of his service and commands, I would cheerfully 
o this; but, separate from his service and commands, 
it never could have entered into my imagination to 
have made court to those gentlemen, because t never 
could think, nor did I believe anybody else would, that 
those gentlemen anywhere, or at any time, could do- 
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me any. hanotur by admitdiig me among them. He then 
said, that to be sure I was in a situation and upon a 
looting that I ought not to make court to any man in 
Kngland; nobody could expect it from me. Having 
extorted this confession, as a mark to remember this 
part of the conversation by, I left it there. 

This is a short recapitulation of a conversation of full 
two hours ; it contains almost every word I said. His 
royal highness talked all the rest of the time. 

Lord Middlesex came to me after dinner, to whom 
I communicated the whole; he was much pleased at 
it, and thinks that all will go well in time. I think 
otherwise, and that there is no prospect of doing any 
good. 

The printer and publisher were set free without 
bail, only giving their words to appear, if sent for by a 
secretary of state. I sent the prince notice of it. 

Nov. 27.-— I went to town and polled for sir Geoige 
Yandeput; met with a great crowd, but much civility. 
Returned to Hammersmith before five. 

28. — ^Proposition in parliament to reduce all the 
four per cents, to three and a half per cent, for ^ven 
years certain, and then to three per cent, redeemable 
as before; continuing them for one year (which some 
of them were, entitled to for notice) at four per cant. 
A debate, and different propositions, to me unintelli- 
gible ^I am sure injudiaous), by the earl of Egmont 
and otners. 

Dec. 1. — Mr Cooke came to know of me what as- 
sistance from the prince might be relied upon, toward 
carrying the Westminster election to a scrutiny. I 
promised to lav the afiair before his royal highness. 

2. — I introduced Mr Cooke to the prince, who 
assured him the election should be supported. 

3. — Went to court 

4»— Land tax at three shillings in the pound vote4 
in the eommittee— much babbling. 

6, — Dr Sharpe brought me a map and a written 
account of the importance of Nova Scotia. Lord 
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Middlesex, Messrs Ralph, Farnose, and the doctor 
came in the evenmg, about bringing a question into 
pariiament, to defeat any claim which (as is reported) 
the French have made to it-^Nothing detennined. 
Supped at Carleton-house, ladies Middlesex and Howei, 
lords Inchimun and Bute, and I. 

Dbg. 8.— -Received a letter from Mr Edward Walpole 
about the prince's consent to bis purchasing a crown 
lease in Lancashire, which I laid before his royal 
highness, and received his commands. Westminster 
poll closed. Scrutiny granted, and to b^|;in the 36th 
mstant. 

9. — r went to Mr Walpole, and told him from the 
prince, that his ro^al highness had great good-w^ 
for him personally; no objection to his conduct; 
thought bun a good servant of the king's, and doubted 
not but that he would serve him as well when he 
should be king ; that, as to the thing, his royal high- 
ness disliked the precedent ; and besides, that he had 
measures to keep, and might subject himself to the 
suspicion of having underhand dealings with the court, 
by too easy compliances with recjuests of Uiis nature, 
which was nothing less than giving away, by way of 
act of parliament, so much of his inheritance ; that 
therefore he desired a little time, and Mr Walpole 
should have his final answer before* the term for 
bringing in private bills expired. Mr Walpole con« 
fessed the ract to be as the prince had stated it, and 
assured me that he had no thoughts of attempting it, 
if his royal highness refused his consent ; uiat Mr 
Pelham was against it on that account, but importuned 
by him, declared that he -could not refuse his father's 
son, but never would be for another of the same sort ; 
and should move the king even in this with much rp* 
luctance. This Mr Walpole desired I would acquaint 
the prince ivith. 

13. — Went to Leicester-house, delivered Mr Wal- 
pole's answer to the prince, who seemed in a dispon- 
tioH to grant his consent in proper time. 
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Bbc. 18. — ^Mr €ary dined with us, Messiv Furnese 

and Ralph and lord Talbot came in the afternoon. 
Much talk about the report carried to the prince, that 
Cary saw die duke privately ; supposed to come from 
Ranby the chirurgeon. Agreed that it must be brought 
to a full eclaircissement. 

24t, — At Leicester-house, heard that the earl of 
Crawford died that morning. 

26. — Went to Kew. Their royal highnesses ; ladies 
SGddlesex and Howe ; lords Bute, Inchiouin and Bar 
thurst; Messrs Masham, Breton, and I; lady Mddle^ 
sex complained of &e prince. 

28. — At Kew. Mr Bludworth came. Lady Mid- 
dlesex and I staid tc^ether, after the company, till 
half-past two, mxm the same subject. 

29.— >Lady Middlesex conversed with me an hour 
upon the same subject, after the company went ^to 
bed. 

1750. — Jan. 3.-^Receiye(i the prince's commands to 
acquaint Mr Walpole, that he consented to his bill 
about Garstang in Lancashire, which I communicated 
by letter to Mr Walpole. 

d. — The eari of Pembroke died this day suddenly. 

11. — Went to Leicester-house, to see Jane Grey 
acted by the prince's children. 

15. — Mr Walpole's petition read, and a bill ordered 
to be brought in. 

16.-*At the house. In the committee on the 
nmriny InlL I opposed the fUling up the clause that 
punisnes mutiny and desertion with the word, death— -> 
but was not supported. 

19. — Debate in the committee upon the mutiny bill. 
Oath of secrecy subjected to the requii^tion of the 
courts of justice. 

^. — The prince's birth-day. The same ministers 
and foreigners dined with me, as on the princess's 
birth-day. 

21.. — Supped at lord Middlesex's, where I met the 
prince and prixu^ess^ lady Torrington, eari of Inchiquin, 
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lord Bathurst, Mr Breton^ lady ShannoiH Mba Rich, 

and Mr Masham. 

Jan. 23. — Debate upon the revision of sentences by a 
court-martial ; carried, that they be sent back by the 
commander-in-chief-~oii^*only. 

29. — Went to the house. Debate upon a turn- 
pike biU espoused by the duke of Bedford. Fullest 
house and greatest mvision of any day of the session; 
after which the house thinned. 

Feb. 4. — Lord Middlesex, by the prince's order, 
showed me a motion to be made the next day for an 
account of the state of the port of Dunkirk, and the 
papers that had passed on that subject. It was agreed 
that I should wait on the prince the next day. 

5.— I waited upon his royal highness, and told him 
that I was come to thank him for commumcating the 
motion to me, which was more than any of my feUow* 
servants had condescended to do, since I came into his 
service. He made me a very embarrassed and per- 
plexed answer. I then proceeded to say, that I had 
not been idle, but had been looking into several things, 
in order to form something proper to be laid before 
parliament. That I had long had this particular point 
of Dunkirk under consideration: was determined to 
be at the expense to know, and to procure evidence of 
ihe present state of it, but my acquaintance lay so 
much out of the mercantile way, that I was at a losa 
how to go about it; that I lad pitched upon Mr 
sheriff Jansen, being a trader himself, and much con* 
versant in trade, as a proper person to inform and 
assist me : that the great fit of sickness he fell into 
had, till now, disabled him from goang out, and that 
yesterday was the first tune I could get him to dinner. 
That I supposed that, though I was so unfortunate 
as not to be ready, his royal highness was wdl in- 
formed of all thii^ necessary to make out ^e chaige, 
&c. He said. No; but the throwing it out woiSd 
make the ministry feel they had /a corde au coi^ and it 
was an opportunity to abuse them, ^c I said that 
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my idea had beea to bring sometliiii^ of aotioiial 
weighty which I could fix by undeniable evidence 
iq>on them, and leave it there. That if I could have 
brought tlus affidr up to that point, then Ihadde* 
signed to lay it before his royal highness, viith this 
only remark, how &r he thought proper to venture the 
consequences with France, in the present condition of 
this country. He said, the Tories wanted something 
to be done, and if he did not do something, they im- 
mediately thought he was n^odating. I told him 
also that I hsui been, for some time, getting such 
lights as I could into the afBsar of Nova Scotia, that I 
designed to lay it before him when I had brought k 
to be worthy of his consideration ; but it was my mis- 
fortune to think that it was necessaiy to be armed 
with full proofs, and conviction of every sort, of the 
chai^ge, before we brought it into the house. Upon 
that foot I submitted that, in case upon this question 
of Dunkirk, it should come out that the port was left 
just in the same condition it remained under the 
treaty of Utrecht, wi^out any innovation since the 
war (the ministry not having already enforced a stricter 
execution of that treaty, tl^ ever had been enforced), 
it would not, I feared, make a very strong pointagainst 
them. " He was pleased to say. No, to be sure^ so long 
an acquiescence would greatly diininish the objection. 
Upon these words I lefb him, and went directly to 
the house. In the debate, I argued against the inex- 
pediency and dangers (which were the objections set 
up by the court to granting these papers), that there 
could be tume, because if it appeared that there had 
been no innovations since the war, and that the port 
was in the state it had remained under the treaty of 
Utrecht— though I did not give it up, but still did in- 
sist we had a n^t to a ftiller execution of that treaty 
confirmed by this, and therefore I did not give it up. 
Yet, if that appeared to be the case, no danger or in- 
eonv^iiency could arise from the motion, ^ause I 
was sure that I, for one, would not, and I believed 

c 
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that no gentljemaiiy upon that, account, would move 
anything that mkht occasion a rupture with France. 

At the end of the dehate lord Egmont, who made 
the motion, recapitulated what had been said against 
it. He beean, by going out of his way, to say, tfa^it he 
must first declare tibat he was sorry to differ with me; 
hut did not agree that it would be sufficient to excuse 
the ministry, if it should appear, as I had stated it, 
that things remained at Dun&k as they were left be- 
fore the war, &c &c. I was much surprised at this, 
considering the expressions of his royal highness a few 
hours before. We were beat by a very great majority. 
This night was published the yilest and most rancorous 
pamphlet against me that, I believe, any age or coun- 
try can show; the author of it taking, by implication, 
the character of being in the prince's service. 

Feb. 6. — Went to lord Middlesex with the words (as 
near as I could recollect^ written down, which I had 
used in the debate, and wnich he had heard. He agreed 
to them : I then desired him to lay them before the 
prince (who was at Kew, and was to come to see lady 
Middlesex on her miscarriage),. and in my name to 
complain, both of the pampmet and of the behaviour 
I met with— which he undertook. Mr Ralph and Dr 
Sharpe came after dinner; much conversation about 
the pamphlet, which lord Middlesex told me in the 
morning the prince ha^ told lady Middlesex (before 
he went to Kew) was sent him in a letter on Friday 
night; that he was much incensed at it; that he had 
immediately sent to Mr Nugent, examined him iq>on 
it, and he had absolutely denied it with detestation 
and abhorrence : that he had questioned the earl of 
Egmont upon it, who had done the same. Mr Fur* 
nese came^ who had had a conversation with lord 
Baltimore, of his (lord Baltimore's) own seeking when 
in wine, and renewed when sober; in which that lord 
declared, that there was a combination of the whole 
&mily against me; that they were, as he said, in a 
found robin; that I mdeavoured to govern and sup- 
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plant them, that they talked of me widi the utmost 
mTeteracy : that he was my friend, but, however, he 
would keep his connezions, &c. We sent Dr Shaipe 
home, to stay till the prince went away ; who reftumecl 
and brought us that very account, which hy nditake I 
have set-down before, as given to m&by lord Middle* 
sex in the morning ; who then informed me that the 
prince had had the pamphlet sent him in a letter the 
Friday before, and was much incensed at it. Lord Mid* 
dlesex agreed I should see the prince as soon as mi^^ 
be after I had seenhim in the morning. The prince, as 
well as we, suspected that the pamphlet might come 
fit>m the court, in order to foment and mcrease divisions. 

Feb. 7. — Went to Leicester house, after lord Middle* 
sex had beei) with me, who confirmed last nijdit's ao», 
count, with the addition that lord Egmont o&«d his 
endeavours |o find out the author, &c &c ; that the 
prince was sorry for what had happened in the house; 
out as lord Egmont had difiered irom me with civility, 
he did not seem to lay much stress upon it. It being 
late and public day, I sent in a note to the prince, to 
know when he would honour me with an hour's con^ 
▼ersation ; he appointed me the next day, at seven 
o'clock, at Carleton house. Mr Herbert presented as 
lord lieutenant Of Wiltshire. 

8. — Saw Mr Ralph and Mr Fumese; asked the 
latt^ if, in charging the combination of the fimiily 
against me, I miffht put it in proo( firom the conver- 
sation between hun and lord ^Baltimore; but I could 
not persuade him to assent to it. I sent Mr Ralph to 
lord Middlesex, to know if I might take notice to the 
prince of a circumstance which he told me yesterday 
morning, and which I have omitted, which was, that 
the prince had droj^ped that lord Baltimore had had 
a conversation with Mr Fumese, who was very warin. 
He sent me word that he thought it would be impro- 
per. At six o'clock the prince sent me word that he 
was just returned firom Kew, and found that the prin* 
cess had appointed comte Flemming and his lady to 
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be at Carieton house at seven, and therefore fienred 
he should not have time to dine and see me; but de- 
sired I would come the next day at seven. 

JV.J0. Just upon one o'clock this day, two very 
mat and veiy distinct shocks of an earthquake were 
telt in Pall Mall, at the distance of some seconds. , 

Fbb. 9. — Went to the house : Mr Edward Walpole's 
Inll oassed without opposition. After dinner went to 
Carieton house; just as I came thither, I was fol- 
lowed in by Dr Lee, who brought old Coram with 
prq)omtions for a vagabond hospital. I was told that 
the prince had asked for me several times ; I was im- 
mediately called in : I told the prince that Dr Lee 
was in the house, and that I did not wish to make him 
wait : he pretended that he had forgot he had been 
long appomted to bring Coram on tmit day, but that 
he would go out to him, and that they were to go up 
to the princess. I saw that his royal highness had 
sent for him on purpose, and therefore said that' I had 
nothing to say to him but what I should be glad that 
Dr Lee should hear. He went out to them, and 
. , after a short stay sent them up. He returned and 
'^^'^hegpn to talk about the earthquake, which conversa- 
tion I continued a little, when I asked, if the doctor 
vraa to come down — ^he said. Yes. When the doctor 
came, I su£fered the discourse to continue general, to 
see if he meant only to give the doctor the opportu* 
nity of making a civil visit. But, at last, his royal 
highness applying to me, said he thought I had some- 
thing to say to hun : diis, by the doctor's not moving, 
made it plain ; and therefore I b^an by saying, that I 
should not have presumed to ask that favour, yet it 
was a very particular pleasure to me, that he was so 
good as to admit Dr Lee to be present, and to hear 
what I had to lay before his royal highness. That I 
must, in the first place, return my most humble thanks 
for the indignation he had expressed against the vile 
and rancorous pamphlet which had been published 
against me, &c. He said that; as soon as it was sent 
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to him, he saw that it was deagned to personate Mr 
Nugent^-that he immediately sent for him, who d^ 
nied every part of it with the utmost abhorr^M^e^-that 
lord Egmont did the same, &c.^ust as lord Middle- 
sex related. I replied, that I had never thought so 
basely of either of them as to suspect them : tiuit if I 
had been so injurious to either, yet, after so solemn a 
denial before the highest tribunal, their master, their 
prince, near being dieir king, every trace or thought 
of sudi a suspicion must be for ever entirely laid out 
of the question : but that it was evident that the cha* 
racter assumed, was of one of the family. Dr Lee 
said, he had never heard of it till last Wednesday, 
and as he detested all things of that nature, had not 
yet seen it, and believed he never should. The prince 
said, everybody was in^eunously abused : he and his 
£ither had been often so: that it would do me no 
hurt, &c. I told him that I was very unfortunate, if 
I explained myself so ill, as to be thought to complain 
of the pamphlet further than as it injiued his service; 
that I had hitherto, I thou^t, mentioned it only as a 
ground to return hun my most humble thanks n>r his 
generous interposition, without being applied to : but 
diat I now b^ged to make another plain and evident 
use of it. 

That though it was now beyond question that this 
libel did not proceed from any of his &mily, yet, 
it was as much beyond question that the bdiaviour 
of many of his fanuly had given the author ground to 
suppose that the assumed character might pass for the 
real one ; and that it was evidently meant to fix the 
charge of my intrusion into the family, and thdur de- 
testation of me, to create differences if there were none, 
and to publish and inflame them if there were. That 
to this &ct, thus plainly proved by the pamphlet, I 
would add another, which I thought very unfortunate 
to myself. That I knew how disagreeable it was to 
bring gentiemen head to head, and that I foresaw his 
roym highness would not like to admit it. But that I 

c2 
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could prove (though now I chose to do it by reason 
only and coUater^ facts) that there was, I did not 
know what to call it, an opinion, a resolution among 
the gentlemen, his servants and followers (excepting 
Dr Lee, whom they nominally excepted) to look upon 
me as an improper and unprofitable servant, and would 
not unite or communicate with me. That I knew this 
to be true, and looked upon it as a great misfortune to 
me ; because, though it did not become me to say before 
bis royal highness how I came into his &mily, yet I 
certainly embraced, with the utmost pleasure, the op« 
portunity of belonging, as a servant, to a prince, whom 
of all mankind I should have wished to have passed my 
life with, if his misfortune and the misfortune of the 
public had placed him in a private station. That the 
disappointment of so flattering a view was the more 
sensible, because I was sure it must arise from some 
fault, and that no small fault ; because, afler what had 
so latelv passed at the other end of the Mall (8t 
James's) and the lively sense his royal highness had ex- 
pressed of it, I could not, and did not imagine, that any 
man or body of men would be hardy enough to com- 
bine, to prescribe to him whom he should employ, to 
what degree, or in what manner. This, as I knew it 
would, fired him : and though till this he had kept the 
most profound silence, he now interrupted me, and 
said nobody should pretend to do that by him ; that 
he allowed sometimes one, and sometimes another, to 
lay their opinions before him ; but nobody presumed to 
direct him, and appealed to Dr Lee if any one treated 
him in that manner, &c. &c. I replied that I had said 
so, and that made this treatment the more sensible ; 
because I was sure it must proceed from some fault of 
mine, which I be^ed to be acquainted with ; for it 
plainly appeared tnAt the dislike to me was real. 

That 1 must now proceed to another thing, which 
I once thought a most certain &ct, but which I 
had since found was grounded on a mistake ; that I 
was about to say that his royal highness a little con- 
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tiibuted to lead me into that mistake, by telling me, 
when he was most graciously pleased to command my 
services, that ail his family, as well as himself, were 
desirous of it. That I had heard the same, indeed, on 
all hands, and some of the most considerable had 
themselves, long, often, and with great zeal, assured 
me of their warmest desires, and had even taken credit 
to themselves for having earnestly pressed hh royal 
highness to call me to that honour, which they now 
thou^t me so unworthy of. That therefore I begged 
they might be asked fmrly and openlv what was the 
reason of so total an alteration, as well as so sudden a 
one : for I had thought that I perceived a difierence, 
even before we came to town the last time from 
CUefden. That, as to arrogance and sufficiencv, and 
design to govern his royal highness and them, which I 
supposed had been plend^ly inculcated, I begged 
(and I was glad to do it before the doctor^ he would 
be pleased to declare, first as to himself, it I had fa- 
tigued him with audiences, or had laid hold of the 
many other opportunities I had to obtrude my own 
thoughts upon him, or to know his ; to complain to 
him that he did not communicate what he was doing to 
me and take my opimons, or to presume to expostulate 
with him, or blame what he had done for not commu- 
nicating with me ? He said. No indeed, but twice, as 
he remembered-7<>nce, was about a paper I had drawn 
to lay before hniiT^and the other time, when the 

Eiinter of the Stemembrancer was taken up. I put 
im in mind, that at that* time I mentioned to him the 
alteration I observed in his servants, which was so long 
ago as last November. I then asked if, in the many 
leisure hours of private life, I had ever spoken ill of 
any one of them, or so much as complained, or en- 
deavoured to lessen or depreciate them or th^ per- 
formances. He said, No : but to be sure I did not ex^ 
press anv partiality to scfaiemes which I did not ap- 
prove o^— (but he did not answer so fully and fairly 
upon this head as the truth is). I then said, I would 
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not desire his royal highness to declare if those gentle* 
men had treated me with the same fidmess— -as I was 
sure he would answer that to himself. As to the govern- 
ing them, did I ever interfere with them ? They formed 
their own motions, without the least communication 
with, or complaint from me : that I was sorry for it, as 
they made me a useless servant to him in parliament ; 
orthat it was impossible for me to go thither, and follow 
their motions at sight and at hearing, and then to foe 
disowned for my pains. He laughed, and said it was 
because they had nothing to communicate ; they had 
done nothing that he knew of. The mutiny bill was 
an agreed point by all, and they had had nothing else. 
That as to the Dunkirk motion, he protested it was a 
thought of lys own, that Dr Lee knew nothing of it, 
even when he sent it to me by lord Middlesex. I re^ 
plied, that in a conversation, the grounds of which 
were my misfortune in being rendered useless to a 
master whose unmerited goodness* and favour were 
my sole ambition and reliance, it was impossible that 
I could change them so grossly, as to be brought to 
complain or to sufier him for a single moment to 
think that I did complain of him. That I received the 
communication he nad honoured me with, as a mark 
of his favour, with much respect : that what I spoke 
of was the non-communication and disavowal of the 
rest of his servants, both in the mutiny bill and on an- 
other occasion. He said, that as to punishing mutiny 
with death, he must own to me that he as weU as they 
differed from me, and had accordingly acted last year : 
and that lords Carlisle and Bathurst had differed with 
lord Bath upon that clause ; for which he appealed to 
Dr Lee, who said he was confined by illness (as was I) 
from coming to the house. As to what hs^pened 
upon the moti6n, he was sorry for it ; but thought it 
..ffras of no great importance. I said, with some warmth, 
that* I thought it was of the highest importance to 
him : was it to pass for his sense, was he to appear in 
the light of declaring that he would, if he were now 
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khiSy or would force hia fiither to be^ a new broil 
witn France, at this time, in these circumstances of 
tbi^ country, because fifteen months after such a war, 
ended by such a peace, France had not carried the 
demolition o£ Dunkirk farther than it had been car- 
ried for thirty-two years last past ? Was this a point 
to be maintamed ? Was it a doctrine fit (or him to a{^ 
pear as the promoter of? I thought it was not ; it was 
imprudent, it could not be supported ; and, above all, 
most prejudicial to his sendee, to have it thought he 
gave ear to such rash counsels: besides, that his 
ro^al highness had agreed with me, the last thing he 
said to me that very morning, that in the abovemen- 
tioned case, if it came out only so, the long acquies* 
cence much lessened, if it did not take away the ob- 
jection. I begged pardon for being warm about the con- 
sequence of the doctrine, because that was not the use 
I intended to make of it ; what I meant to establish by 
it, was to prove a settled resolution in his fiunily that 
they would have nothing to do with me, for when Mr 
Pitt, who answered lord Egmont, came to that part, 
he pressed his argument thus : *' fr it could come out, 
that there is no innovation, as I verily believe the truth 
is, and that it is, as it was left by the treaty of Utrecht, 
explained in 1717, will any man say that it is a crime 
in the ministry, or a reason to quarrel with France ? 
Will any gentleman say it ? Does any one say it ?" To 
this his lordship made no replv in affirmation of what 
he had laid down in contnufiction to me, that he went 
out of his way, in concert with those in conjunction 
with him, to show the world by a public disavowal 
that they disclaimed all concert and connexion with 
me : whether that was for his service, he best knew. 
I begged to be understood that, in all I had said, my 
concern was only in relation to his service ; if he was 
satisfied, I was. I desired to govern nobody, to sup- 
plant nobody : but that I could not follow his family 
m public,, in whatever they pleased to start ; that in 
things I was not consulted about, where my advice 
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and bpinion were neither taken nor even asked, I could 
not go down and appear to iq>proye and support ; that 
I was sorry it raidered my services useless to him in 
the house of commons, but I could not put myself 
upon that footing : he said, to be sure it was not to be 
expected from me, or to that efiect. I replied, that 
was very well ; I was perfectly satisfied if he was. I 
then began to put him in mind that I had not been 
idle ; that I had thought both of the point of Dunkirk 
and. of Nova Scotia, and had looked into several things 
that might be introductive to the public accounts ; and 
had, above a month ago, hinted something of it to 
Dr Lee, and told him that I hoped for his assistance. 
[This the^ doctor readily confirmed.] That it might go 
far, and affect several families; whether his ro^ 
highness would care to go so &r, he would be the best 
judge. That when I had thought upon any point in 
which I could see day-light, after I had digested it a 
little, I chose to lay it before a friend or two in the 
first place ; if then we liked it, and could give it a 
body, we should then lay it before his royal highness 
for his approbation : if it met with that, wen, and not 
till then, 1 should think of communicating it to those 
who were chiefly to assist in the execution of it. That 
this might be governing, for aught I knew ; but that 
this was the way of doing business which I had learnt, 
and indeed that I had never known any other prac- 
tised. 

They both laughed and said, to be sure it was not 
governing, and was the only way of transactmg 
business. I replied, it was the onl}^ way I knew, 
and it might be governing; but, if it was, his royal 
highness would please to observe that I had not done 
even that yet. I then observed to him how extremely 
hard it was for a minority to bring any considerable 
national abuse into absolute undeniable proof, all the 
offices and documents being in the hands of the court; 
and I desired him to look back through all the oppo- 
sitions for forty years past, saying that I could recol<* 
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Icct but one^.that was bfou^t home and fited upon 
the nunistryy which was this very point of Dunkirk : 
and this his royal highness readily agreed to. 

This, to the best of my memory, was the most, if 
not an the material part that passed. The conversa^ 
tion became genen^ for a time, and then his royal 
highness called for a chair, and left Dr Lee and me 
together. 

When we' were alone, I told the doctor that I 
knew there was a combination against me; that. I 
could prove it, and they knew I could prove it : but 
that since I had had an opportunity of explaining my- 
self fully to his royal hignness, in the presence of so 
good a witness as himself, I was entirely indifierent as 
to the event. The doctor assured me, in a seeming 
friendly and warm manner, that he should always be 
glad to act with me in everything that might be for 
the service of the prince and the utility of tfa^ country. 
I thanked him properly, and desired mm to remcanber 
that I had desired, and even insisted with the prince^ 
to declare if ever, or at any time, or in what, I had 
ever attempted to govern him, or complained that I 
did not ; adding, th^ possibly I might have had such 
an idea, might lutve attempted it^mdght have miscarried, 
and been r^rimanded tor it, and might have grown 
wiser : but if I had done it at all, I should scarcely 
have challenged the prince before him, to declare it. 
The next thin^ I begged him to remember was, that I 
had fijlly apprised & prince, that in what I was not 
consulted about and advised with, I would have no* 
thing to do with in parliament, and that I would not 
go down thither upon that footing ; and so we parted. 

i desired Mr Ralph, whom I found at my house, to 
go to Mr Fumese*s immediately, and firom thence send 
to lord Middlesex for leave to wait upon him with an 
account of this whole transaction. 

Feb. 11. — I saw lord Middlesex for a moment before 
I went to court. He told me that the prince came to 
his house directly from me on Friday nightr That he 
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was very thoughtful, and endeayoured to shake it ofl^ 
but could not ; so that any one might see, that some-> 
thing lay heavy upon his mind, which he could not get 
quit of. That Mr Ralph had acquainted him ynih 
what had passed, and that last night the prince and 
princess came to lady Middlesex, who haci not been 
out since her miscarriage, and staid late. That then 
it came all out. That, according to Mr Ralph's rela- 
tion, the prince said but little : but according to his 
own, his royal highness made himself a great speaker. 
That he had convinced me about the mutiny biU. 
That I mentioned a combination to govern him, but 
that nobody durst enter .into such a combination. 
That I did not say there was such a thing, or he would 
not have sufiered me to go on : and then, what ■ he 
would do to those who should presume to enter into 
such a thing I ' In short, he seemed to laugh it off, and 
that now all things would go well again, &c. But he 
again mentioned the conversation between Mr Fur- 
nese and lord Baltimore of last Tuesday. Lord Bal- ' 
timore contrived to see him as soon as he came from 
Kew, and before he went to lord Middlesex's, and re- 
presented that conversation, as pressed upon him by 
Mr Fumese, at my r^|best, and that he had talked vary 
high of me, if not from me ; and that I complained 
that he (his royal highness) begged and pressed me 
to come mto his service, for thatl^ could not do with- 
out me, &c. Sec, I asked if I might make use of this 
overture to have the matter explained. He said he 
was afraid not, it being said in confidence. I then 
asked, that in case Mr Fumese would tell him the 
whole conversation, if he would relate it to the prince 
fully and fairly, and fix the lie where it belonged. He 
said he could do that very well, by telling the prince 
that he was much surprised when he first heard him men- 
tion that conversation, but more so to find that he 
mentioned it again ; and therefore had contrived, in 
talking together, to draw out of Mr Fumese the par^ 
ticular account of it, which he would tell him literally. 
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6nd b^ that, for his ferthf^r' satisfaction, he would send 
for Mr Furnese to give him an account of it, who he 
was sure was a man of honour, and would tell him 
the whole truUi. I went to Leicester house, and was 
very well received. Sent to Mr Furnese to see him 
to-morrow. 

Feb. 12. — Mr Furnese came : I read to him what 
passed on Friday, and told him what lord Middlesex had 
heard from the prince again, about the turn which lord 
Baltimore had given to the conversation between 
them ; which he again declared to be most fidse, and 
that he was ready to declare it to the prince, if his 
royal highness was pleased, to send for him. Intelli- 
gence from H. V. of the very great dissensions between 
the ministers. 

13. — Saw lord Middlesex. We agreed that he 
should (as indeed it was hardly to be avoided) take up 
this matter again with the prince, and tell him that I 
had given him an account of it. That I was most 
gratenil for his grace and condescension, in giving me 
so full and patient an audience — that I hoped I had 
not braved improperly. That upon the whole, 
though he was my friend, yet he thought the prince 
should, for his future quiet, go. to the bottom of this 
afi&ir. Every one had their mults-^I might be vain-^ 
I might be high — and yet mean very well, and be made 
very useful. He did not mean to push- things to ex- 
tremities. If I had pressed indecently upon his royal 
highness, or into his aiairs, where I was not called ; 
thou^ it was true that I had not intruded into his &mily, 
yet, if I had talked impertinently and vainly about it^ 
of being begged and prayed, and that his royal highness 
could not do without me — ^why, it was no heinous 
fault, but he thought I should be gently made to feel 
the impropriety of such a behaviour, by a word from 
his royal highness, or from him in his name. But.it 
imported his bigness to be sure the charge was true, 
and to give me an opportunity of justifying mvself ; 
otiierwise, the. party was notequal, his royal highness 

VOL. I. D . 
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havine heard but one side. If^ on the eontrary, lb 
should turn out iaifle, was it not highly necessary 
that he i^oald know what sort of people he had about 
him? That conversation, for instance, which faib 
royal highness had twice mentioned, and of which he 
had great doubts in his mind, was not justly repr&* 
sent^ to his royal highness ; would his royid h^ness 
g^e him leave to tell me of it, that I mignt go to the 
bottom of it ? or (what would ' be better^ would he 
send for Mr Fumese, and let him give a nil! account 
of it, without ever mentioning to anybody that hk 
had been questioned by his ro^ highness. This Ihe 
prince might keep in his own breast, and not let it g6 
any farther. 1^ (lord Middlesex's) intention not 
bemg to go to any extremity, but only that his roytl 
highnass might know the persons he employed ; end 
not reject any one for a few ftults, that might be use- 
ful in many things ; nor trust, without reserve, any 
person, who, though useful in some things, and fit to 
be employed, may be dangevoos in others, and shouM 
cautiously be guarded against. That he should teA 
his royal highness that I complained, that after having 
Tsat down quiet under a feisdiiood which lord Egmonl 
laid to my chai^ of tellii^ €ary what passed betwe^ 
his royal highness and me, at Kew, when he took me 
into ms service (which I could prove^ even by Gary 
himself, who was told it by lord Egmont) — aftei* 
having acquiesced so long under that imputation^ 
tather than hurt that lord, or occanon any the least 
disquiet in the fiunily, thiA I did not expect such a r&> 
mm. These pomts, lord Middlesex a^ees, are right, 
and he will undertake them. 

Feb. 14. — At Leicester-house, but went away before 
the princess came out. After dinner, I went to see Dr 
Lee, who received me with much apparent openness. 
We talked much about what the prince's conduct 
ought to be, in case, under thdr present undoubted 
!quarrels and disunion, either part of t^e administra- 
tion should apply to him for assistance. The conver* 
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sation was b^gun by hiai» wad we both amed U9iit» 
qodess they would restore the king to his &mily by a 
thorough reconciliation; and to Qa people, by some 
popular acts, the prince shcHdd sot engage with any 
<^ them. And we neither thought them honest nor 
able enough to bring about such great events^ and we 
agreed in wishing that no such application wc«dd be 
made. 

Feb. 25. — Mr Henley was with me, who did not thank 
|dr Lascelles's privy seal sufficient for a separate 
pcMnt. He askpd me how things went. I told bun but 
mdil&rently; that I had no comnmnication with the 
other gemleipen in our femily, and that they were 
united i^ga^ me. He treated them very slightly, and 
said that iiideed he had had offers e40ugh to be of 
their meetings, but had declined them, not thinking 
himself Uitle enough to follow anybody there— that 
they generally showed bim their motions either in the 
Ijuouse or elsewhere. I said, even that did not happen 
to nie ; that therefore I was determined not to meddle 
with 'anything^ where my opinion was neither asked 
nor taken. ThaX if the prince liked their method of 
proceeding^ I was perfectly satisfied; but I would not 
put mvself up(m that foot in public : that I would do 
everything in my power, spare no expense, no com* 
plaisance^ nor cheerful concurrence in all his pleasures, 
|o make myself an agreeable servant, as long as I had 
|he honour to belong to him; but that, in his public bu- 
siness, I would never intrude myself; and that It was 
impossible for me to follow those gentlemen, though 
I did ijuot in the least desire to govern them. This, as 
well as I can remember, was afi material that I said. 
pa 9aid much more pf them, blaming them without 
reserve for their self-^ifficiency, &c. ; that they were 
i^rmed of nothing at bottom, but dealt only in invec« 
tives, and in that not very well; peq)etual iinputa.tioa 
9l]4 suspicion, without being able to make out any- 
thing^ which would if encouraged make all government 
Vnpracticable. He was dispkased with fir Lee, for 
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not telling him that he was to have the seals as our 
chancellor, if sir T. Bootle had died. Said that lord 
Baltimore forced him to ask the prince for them, who 
told him that he most sincerely wished to oblige him, 
but that he had promised Dr Lee, in case of accidents, 
to give' him the seals, and that lord Baltimore was 
present when the promise was made — which usage he 
took very ill (and I think justly^ of B^timore, who, 
when he pressed him to ask for the seals, had assured 
him that ne knew the prince would gladly grant them 
to him — with much more of this sort. I went to Lei- 
cester-house, where was Mr Henley. Lord Egmont 
came, and immediately took Mr Henley into a private 
room, where they had a conversation of near an hour. 
This surprised me much. In the afternoon I met 
their royal highnesses by order at lady Middlesex's, 
where came madame de Munchausen, and Mr Breton; 
we went into our own coaches to a fortune-teller's, 
who was young Des Noyers, disguised and instructed 
to surprise madame de Munchausen, which he e^c- 
tually did. I had some talk with lady Middlesex, who 
was very dejected and full of complaints at the en- 
couragement the party met with, that was united 
against us. From the fortune-teller's we went to sup* 
per at Carleton-house. 

FcB. 26. — Lords Bute, Inchiquin, and Bathurst, 
Messrs Masham, Breton, and I, followed thdr royal 
highnesses, ladies Middlesex and Howe, to dinner at. 
Kew. Mr Bludworth was with us. 

27. — Worked in the new walk at Kew. 

28. — All of us, men, women, and children, worked 
at the same place — a cold dinner. 

Mar. 4. — Went to meet sir Francis Dashwood, 
lord Middlesex, and Mr Fumese, at Mr Ralph's ; we 
went through several points of business, and deter- 
mined to proceed. 

8. — The election for the county of Middlesex. Sir 
Francis Dashwood, Messrs Fumese, Breton, and I, 
went in sir Francis's coach, at eight o'clock, to Mr 
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Cookers 10 lincolii's-ain^ields. Agreat mMCuig there. 
We aet out about nine (my coach foUowinff), And 
wflot through Knig^tsbiidgey Kenangton, by the Gr»- 
Tcft-pits to Acton, and from thence to Stanwell heath, 
m^uch was the general rendezvous. From thence to 
BiBntfi>rd Butts, which was the place of poU. It 
be|^ about one; I polled early and got to my coach, 
which was so wedged in, diat after much delay I found 
it impossible to nu^e use of it; so that Mr Breton 
and r were forced to take two of my servants' horses, 
with livery houongs, and ride wiliiout boots ten miles 
to lord Afiddlesex's at Walton, to meet their royal 
higjhneHses at dimier. We got thither by five o'clock, 
am finind them attended by lord Inchiquin and Bfr 
Bludworth in the park. Dixied at six. My coach did 
not arrive till nine. We all came away between ten 
and eleven — ^arrived in town about one. Poll for Mr 
Ck>oke 1617— for Honywood 1201. We carried it by 
416. 

Mar. 9. — Went to the house, where it was agreed to 
au^^nent the Salary of the master of the rolls, and it 
was resolved that the augmentation should be 1200/. 
per annum. Yesterdav, at three quarters after five 
m ^e morning exactly, was a violent shock of an 
tarthqiiakip. 

18. — I had much talk with lady JVGddlesex, and 
we agreed in opinion as to the disagreeaUeness and 
impropriety of our situation, but that we must go on 
this sununer, as well as we can. 

April 1L— Council at St James's— king nresent-r 
r^ncy named — we all kissed hands and toox leave. 

12. — ^Went to the house of lords. The king qpoke, 
and prorogued the parliament. 

16. — The king went to Harwich. The wind changed 
toN.R 

22. — Mr Drax, who was ill of the gout, sent to 
desire to speak to me. I went, and he told me that 
petitions had been obtained firom the miners in Gon> 
wUl, for the holding a tin parliament. That they 

d2 
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were referred to the prince's privy council, who had 
rejected them, under a persuasion that there was a job 
at bottom. That the prince was so far in it, that not-* 
withstanding the disapprobation of his council, he had 
ordered a privy seal to be made out, to the lord wap- 
den of the Stanneries, to call and hold a parliament 
on or before the 2nd of November. 

That the nature of the prince's revenue upon tin 
was as follows : — ^all tin, which is raised throughout the 
duchy of Cornwall, must be brought to the prince's 
smelting-house, and when smelted, pays four shillings 
for every hundred weight (which is 120tt>.) Then, 
when made into pigs, it goes to the coinage, which is 
only a stamp, with the prince's arms; and then, and, 
not before, it is marketable. 

Besides this duty of four shillings per hundred 
weight throughout the duchy, no tin can be disposed 
of^ till the duke has taken the quantity he pleases. . 
This is called the pre-emption. This pre-emption has 
never been exercised by princes, and seldom leased 
out. Once it was undertaken by queen Anne, and 
lord treasurer Godolphin, and Mr Boscawen (after- 
ward viscount Falmouth) on the other part; by which, 
for the present exigence, the crown got the power in 
several boroughs, though they lost by the undertaking 
which was occasioned by the war. This lease was 
again renewed by the succeeding administration, but I 
believe it was not carried into execution. The lease 
must be granted by an act of the parliament of the 
tinners, which parliament is called and held by a privy 
seal to the lord warden for that purpose. 

The duchy is divided into four districts, each of 
which sends six members. The voters must be free- 
holders. They choose a speaker, &c. 

The quantity of tin raised annually, at an average 
of many years past, is 2,200 tons; the market price to 
the exporter from 4/. 5s, to 4^. lOtf. per hundred weight ;. 
so that the prince's revenue upon that head amounts ^ 
to about 8,800/. per anqum, clear of all deductions, as 
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there are other small duties that defray the charge of 
officers, collection, &c. N.B. The consumption is 
much less, and the freight dearer in time of war ; but 
then, as the commodity is necessary, the vent is pro- 
portionably increased the first years of peace. 

Last year, the two companies of mine adventurers, 
and mine battery, both petitioned the prince for the 
lease of this pre-emption; the petitions were referred 
to his privy coundl and rejected. They offered hia 
royal highness an advance on his revenue of 1200/. per 
annum, and a loan of 10,000/. at 5 per cent, without 
ensuring his life, which he is obliged to do, at 5 per 
cent, additional, on all he borrows. 

This not succeeding, a petition has lately been ob- 
tained from the tinners, praying for a pariiameht, 
which was, as I have said, rejected by the council, who 
supposed it was meant to procure a lease, for the ad- 
vantage of those who were at the bottom of the for- 
mer offers, which were so very disproportionate, that 
nothing but gross imposition could be expected firom 
that quarter. The persons concerned were supposed^ 
by Mr Drax, to be Mr Thomas Pitt and Dr Ayscougfa. 

To show the impropriety of the proceeding, and the 
danger of the job, Mr Drax observed, that this parlia^ 
ment, though it could do no act without the prince's 
assent, yet it might come to several resolutions which 
might be disagreeable to submit to, and yet inconve- 
nient to break through. He then proceeded to state 
the advantages of the lease of pre-emption, which, 
from what he apprehends, the pnnce is not properly 
apprised of. 

The offer last year, he stated at an advance of 1700/. 
per annum-»12()0/. annually, and the loan of 10,000/. 
at 5 per cent, at 500/. per annum, because the prince 
must pay 5 per cent, ^ditional elsewhere, for ensuring 
his life. 

He said that he is well assured, that the tinners 
are ready to agree, and contractors to engage, to take 
aU the tin that shall be coined at 3/. 58. per hundred 
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weight, and to ftyoid the clamoar of a raonopriy, tbey 
wiU oblige tfaemselTes to sell it at 4iL 5t. which k bcK 
low the mai^et price. The grofls gam then o( IL per 
hundred weight, upon 2,900 tons is, per 
annum ^ £4AfiQlfi 

The money to be employed for 8,900 
tons, at 3/. 5«. per ton, is l^fiOQL and 
supposing half tnis sum always employed 
at credit, you must deduct for inteceat..* 2,860 

Charges of management, freight, &c 3,000 Q 

There then remains against risk and 
accidents, a clear net profit, per annum ^38,140 O 

These calculations, be said, were rieht; he does 
not Imow what is at the bottom of tms, nor wJuit 
oAbrs have or will be made; but by what has passed, 
he is very suspicious, and earnestly desired me to dis- 
suade his royal highness if possible from it; though 
he knew it would be very cufficuh, because he was 
sitfe Hhey lured him to it by showing to him new 
acquintions in the Cornish elections. 

April 30.'— We went to Kew for the whole wedk. 
Their royal higfanessei^ ladies Middlesex and Howe^ 
k>rds ^ute and Inchiquin ; Messrs Masham, Breton^ 
and I. We had plays acted every evening. 

Mat 13.-^ About eleven o'oIock, the prince seaot to 
me to come to Leicester-house as soon as I could. I 
arrived there in half an bourns time. I found die 
grooms in waiting, and the bishop of Oxford. The 
prince soon joined us, and said that the princess had 
been ill since three in the morning; by this time the 
duke of Chandois, and lords Egmont and North, 
Messrs Cust and Breton, were come. We waokt into 
Uie bed-chamber at three-quartefs after eleven. The 
erooms withdrew. We round in the bed-chamber 
mdies Middlesex, ^erkely, Irwin and Howe; lady 
Bailey, Mrs Cornwall and Payne. The midwife upon 
the bed with the princess, and Dr Wilmot standing by. 
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• Just at half-past twelve, she was delivered of a 
piince, without once complaining or groaning the 
whole time. Then the prince, the ladies, and some of 
us sat down to breakfast in the next room— -then went 
to prayers below stairs. The prince wrote to the 
king, and the duke of Bedford came for the letter. A 
numerous drawing-room, where f^peared all the mi- 
nisters and persons in the chief employments. The 
ministers were not sent for to the labour. The prince 
put off the public dinner and servants in waiting, and 
ordered me to dine with him in private at Carleton- 
house. 

May 16. — The prince's public table (which lasts 
about ten days on acc9unt of the princess's lying-in) 
bqgan on Monday. 

23. — I went to town, and spent three hours in ex- 
amining the tin aflair, which appears to be a scandalous 
job, and I am determined to go to the bottom of it. 
Waited on the duke of Dorset, about prince Henry's 
bathing in the sea, at Walmer castle. 

25. — I settled with the duke of Dorset that prince 
Henry should not go to Walmer, as it was a garrison, 
and as the king's leave was to be asked. 

28. — Had a conversation with Mr Drake about the 
tin. 

30. — Went to Leicester-house. The archbishop' 
and chancellor sent for to settle the christening of the 

foung prince, the king having sent no orders frcmr 
lanover, though applied to; lord Middlesex, Messrs 
Fumese, Bance, and Drake, met at my house to con- 
sult farther about the tin a^dr. 

June 1. — Messrs Kelsal and Lovel came to me. 
Lovel says that the miner brings, what is called, black 
tin to tne smelting-house, and delivers it^ by weighty 
and receives so much white tin at the coinage (wmch 
is quarterly) and takes a tin bill for it (if he is poor) 
as tne bill is marketable; he promised to inform him- 
self farther. 
8. — The princess saw company fix)m seven till 
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mne o*dock» for the first tim^ itnd once odljr. The 
femil J went in, before any of the eoTopany were ad- 
Qutted. 

JuNB li-p^Mr Aldworth eamefrom the duke of Bed- 
ford, with dnpatches from Hanoyer, signifyipg the king's 
approbation that prince Geoige> lady Augusta, s^ 
a brother of the princess, should be soomon for the 
young prince. Bishop of Oxford sent for. 

18. — Went to Leicester house. The child was 
christened by the bishop of Oxford. The sponsors as 
above. Pnnce Geoi^e gave the name, which w»t 
Frederick William. No^dy of either sex wqs adr 
ndtted into the room bat the actual servants, except 
the lord chief justice Willes and sir Luke Schaub» 

Lord Middlesex and Mr Drake were with me ; we 
had mufh talOk about the prince's tin, and the scandal- 
ous transaction about it, which was encouraged by 
sopie of his servants. Drake thinks a vast profit may 
arise from fiinning it^ both to the prince md to the 
farmer, who would give him 200^000/. by way of fine^ 
I think little or nothing can be given or got : bu^ to 
get rid of Drake, and please lord Mid<Sesex, who 
seemed to lean a little towards him, I left it thu»— 
That if any creditable man or body of men, would take 
the best lease the prince can give of his tin, reserving to 
his royal highness his fcmr sellings per hundred we^ht 
(120fi>.), to be raised and collected with the sa^ie dig- 
loty and royal prerogative, as it now is ; oblige theiSr 
selves to pay to the miner, or owner, Si,^. per 100^ 
at^ 112 weight: bind themselves never to raise the 
price of tin above three shillings per 1 12 wei^t, lu^^ 
than the market price shall be at the time of s^njng 
the lease : and to deliver all that is raiaed* at or below 
tiiat price. If for a seven years' lease, containing these 
conditions, they will pay to his n>yal highness, by way 
of fine, 100,000/. sterling, withouuk any reprises or de^ 
duodoB, he will make them poch a lease as shall be a 
sufficient security for them to undertake tiie form 
upon. 



JuNfeSO^— -WenttoLekesteriiouse. LordMayorand 
tdd^fHen eaaae fd conhpliment the princess upon her 
Iving-in. Letters fh>iii HanoTer, with orderti that 
motte kii^hts of the garter, who ihd not walk, diould 
choose fheir own proxies. The prince designs lord 
-Inelu^^mi for prkice Oec^ge's proxj. 

S5.«^I met Mr Vanneck, jun. by app<Mntment wt 
l&ifd BGddlesex's, abont tile piece's tin. We had two 
hours' conversation, die fesuit of which is amoi^ my 
^i»^ns relating t6 that matter. But, upon the whole, 
tt ne Was to take all that is raised, widi a liberty to 
adyimce the price dr per cent, he c<Hdd give no more 
than 668, per hundred weight ; so that supposing the 
tinners woui J be contented to \md themselves to the 
^"esent market price of 64#. (wluch, I think, t^ey would 
no%), the whole gun to Uie prince would be iUk per 
100 weight, or 2/. a ton ; which upon 2dd0 tons (^ 
^quantity supposed to b^ annually raised} amounts to 
5000/. per aim. 

US, — Lady Middlesex, lord Bathurst, Mr Breton^ 
fitad I, wsated on thehr ro3ral highnesses to 6pitalfield% 
to see the manu&cterv of sfik, and to Mr Oarfs shop 
in the morning. In the afternoon, the aame comjiany 
with lady Ton^gton in waiting, went m private 
coaches to Norwood forest to see a settlement of gyp*- 
'Ries. We taunted, and weni to Bettesworth, the con- 
jured, in hackney loaches — ^not finding him, we went 
in search of the littie Dutchman, but were disap- 
^inted; and concluded the partk«larides of l^s day 
by supping with Mrs Cannon, the princess's midwife. 

20. — 1 had a long conversation with Mr Ralph 
albout the prosecution intended against hi^ paper. 

'July 2.— -Ml- Fumese, Mr Ralph, and X ^ei 
mih Mr Oswald at Wandsworth. We had modi 
talk upon puMic aiidrsw Resolved at my return 
to meet and prepare for parliamentary inquiry^ 
such points as should appear most Mable to censure; 
particularly to look into the grounds of iMr Lasceiles's 
^oietas 1^ privy seal i die expenctitupe ^ring tise 
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war: the management of the ordnance office: the 
affidr of Nova Scotia, and the Canada expedition, &c. 
Mr Oswald was entirely disposed to assist us. 

July 3. — Dined with lord Talbot, who informed me of 
ihe many lies which were told of me to the prince, and 
the unalterable inveteracy of the family against 'me. 
Grod forgive them — I have not deserved it of them. 

5. — I offered Dr Thomson a room in my house, and 
50/. per ann., which he accepted. 

Aug. 1.— I sent to Mr Ralph, by Whitehead, a 
scheme of opposition to be communicated to lords 
Middlesex and Talbot, sir Francis Dashwood, Messrs. 
Fumese and Oswald. 

Sept, 11. — Sir Francis Dashwood told me at Wy- 
combe what he had learned of Mr Boone, viz. — that 
my adversaries were satisfied that my design, when I 
came into the family, was to turn them all out, even 
to the women, &c. ; that the prince told Boone that I 
forced myself into his service, and that he could not 
help taking me, &c. ; that lord Egmont said he knew 
that the prince never advised with, or communicated, 
anything to me, &c. ; that lord Egmont defrayed the 
prmce's expenses at Bath, &c. 

16. — Messrs Fumese and Ralph came to me. We had 
much conversation. We agreed that the prince should, 
as soon as possible, be brought to some ^claircisse- 
ment, and be informed with proof, of the lies that have 
been told of me, by lords Egmont and Baltimore, 
&c. That otherwise I could not act in pubUc with 
them. 

19. — Went to a meeting at the King's Arms 
tavern, 'Change Alley, at eleven o'clock, about the 
herring fishery. Proposed to choose the governor, 
&c. by lists, which was much opposed by the Scotch 
interest. I argued for it from the authority of the 
ACt of parliament, and at last prevailed by 19 a^nst 7. 

25. — I carried Mr Ralph to Mr Waller's m three 
hours. Much debate about the means of forming an 
opposition and its end : at length, Mr Waller promised 
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to act heurdly with me, and we agreed t« begin vnth 
the ordnance. 

Sept. 27. — Went to lord Middlesex's at Ashley. 
Much talk with mv lord that day and the next morning. 
We affrc^d that the country was in a deplorable state, 
and that the safety of the prince's succession was in 
great danger, from the maxims he had adopted, and in 
which he was encouraged by those he most' attended 
to at present. It was also agreed that lord Middlesex 
should procure an explanation, or that both of us 
should neither meddle with nor appear in the business 
-of the house. 

30. — At Leicester-house. Lord Bute kissed hands 
for the bed-chamber. Colonel Robinson, as equerry. 
The latter, as well as lord North, is to remam 
linder the title of servant to the prince, but both are 
to attend the princes George and Edward, as gover- 
nor and equerry. 

Nov. 4. — The king landed about twelve o'clock at 
Harwich, and came to St James's between ten and 
eleven. 

18. — Westminster bridge opened. Mr Tucker and 
I went to Mr Scrope's, to desire him to acquaint Mr 
Pelham, that as we supposed when he engaged for 
the charter at Weymouth, he understood that he was 
to have two friends there during this parliament, 
though no such conditions were actually expressed, yet 
if Mr Plummer should die (who was that day cut for 
the stone) we were too nice upon points of honour to 
take the advantage of what might be implied, though 
not specified, and tliereforewe would choose any unex- 
ceptionable gentleman he should name. But we 
would not choose any other, or one, who, by his rela^ 
tions or situation might seem to be put there, with 
a view to mfdke a separate in^rest. And we should 
consider the insisting upon such a one, as a preme- 
ditated design to make war, which, when we were 
m the right, we were ready to begin as soon as he 
pleased. 

B 
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Due. IL-^Mr Tucker and I net Mr P^itas il 

Mr Scrope's, by appointment; we settled the Wv/^ 
Bcfttth re-election,' according to tlie agreement nade 
on obtaining die new charter, and he Peeonmendei 
lord Geoige Cavendish* 

31.*^Dined at Mr Masbam'ft: had a long and, I 
hope, a uaefiil and productive oowuhation all te 
taioming with Measia Oswald, Fame9e> and Ralph* 

1751.^ — Jan. 7.— Renewal of the consultation of lait 
Monday, with Messrs Fumese, Oswald, and Ralpk 
6ome progress made. Supped at lady Middlesex's. It 
being twelfth nicht (Monday) she staked 75 guineai 
and 1 125 with ttie prince, who sent us word that we 
had k>st eight guineas b^ween us. Spent the week 
at Kew, where we had j^lays every day. 

14.-^Lord Talbot jouied our party at my houses 
and we made farther progress in business, 

15. — At one o'clock received orders to dine and 
sleep at Kew. Ladies Middlesex and Torrington, Mr 
Masham, and I, went together. Played at &riK>. Lord 
Bathurst came on horseback. 

16. — Came to town to die drawiw4t>oni« I&ed 
at Carleton^house. The prince^ lords Granby, Middle- 
sex, Carlisle, Eanont, Limerick, sir John Rushout, 
sir Thomas Boetie, Dr Lee, Messrs Bathurst, Heniey> 
Nugent, Gibbon, and L 

17. — The session opened. Long debate upon the 
addres»«-Hlivi8ion 74 to Sp3«— m^ty simple. 

18.^-Lord Westmoreiaitd was here. I proposed 
a co-operadon with a small number of peers, which he 
•seoned to throve o^ and promised to endeavour te 
make it practicable. 

19.-^Spent the morning in £uther prosecndon of 
the business with lord Talbot, sir flnmcis Dasfawoo^ 
Mesflrs Fumese, WaMer, Oswald, and Ralph. 

20.—- Went in private c<»aches with their royal hi[^ 
nesses, ladies Middlesex and Howe, lord Inddquui, 
«ad sir Thomas Bootle, to Mr Glasse's, wheve we 
sent for a conjurer.^ 
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me marquis de Mirapoix, penenil Wall, Mods, d' Abiieiv 
oomte de Pemm, afib^ di Grossa-testa, Moiu. de Los- 
saodierc^ marquis d'Aye» comles de la Marmora waA 
de Lascary, baron de St Horent, comte de Haslangr, 
duke of Queensberry, lord Talbot» sir Frauds Dash- 
wood, and Mr Bretoo. 

£2.— 'Debate upon some qneries about the army, 
that vere dispersed ahroad-p-agree with the k>rd8 to 
bum then. 

Fbb. 6.<*«Have been Tery ill for the fortiu^t past; 
but this di^ weut to the house to hear the charge 
against Mr Murray, brother to lord Ehbanh, for wotda 
fludcen against the hi^ battlfl^ the day of his making 
toe return for Westmmster (15th of May last). Afler 
the trial was over, and the first question moved, I 
left the house, and returned to Hainmennnth. Never 
saw an accusation worse suf^rted by anything but 
numbers. 

. 11. — Mr Oswald, with other friends, was with me 
nrho treated me in the most affectionate and friendly 
mamier; tdd me all his views and the oflbrs that had 
been made to him, and concluded by sayinc, that ha 
wished to act always with me, and tmit he would 
^ficept of the prince's service, if he might come into it 
as my friend, and b^ and throndi my bands, but that 
he would not come m by anjr other hands or canaL 

12L— -Went to wait on bis royal highness at Kew 
•«<^roposed to him the securing Mr Oswald by my 
wiq^t with him-^he prince hesitated a littb^ as 
hsnng made a trial some tiaoe ago by another hand 
without success. At last he allowed the imnoftanoe 
of the acquidtion, and onia*ed me to sound Mr Osi* 
wald'a di^sition towards it — his royal highness oe-^ 
dered me to dineand sleep thera» 

13^ — Mr Oswald dined with me, and agreed to come 
to Hammeramith the next monuog, to settle what 
nport I should make to the prince. 
. 15.*«4iirl>iwald cape tiiis morao^ and was pleasfd 



St THE OIART OP ^ 

to put himself entirely Into my Iiands, and to rely 
i^n my friendship. 

FsB. 16. — Dr Lee came to me. I talked over to him 
at large the points of the Spanish treaty — Mr Las- 
ceUes's priyy seal — the ordnance contracts— and the 
expedition. He seemed to approve of them, and I 
gave him several papers to look over at home. He 
told me verv frankly that, whatever I proposed, he 
vrould che^rmlly support with all his power m the de- 
bate; but as he was enjoined secrecy, he could not 
be the mover or seconder, because that would look 
like breakm^ short with lord Egmont, and with others 
he had actea with. 

17.'— Dr Lee returned my papers, and thought that 
the treaty would not be a point strong enough, but he 
approved of the others. 

23. — Had a conference with his royal highness, 
imd I b^an with telling him that, on Monday, Mr 
Oswald was with me, to acquaint me that he had 
received positive offers from court ; he was surprised, 
and asked me what they were; I told him that, though 
as I owed my first duty to him, I ought not to cdnc^ 
anything from him that related to his service; yet 
that there were also other duties that I held sacred, 
imd if I should discover the secret of a friend to him, 
I hoped his royal highness would be pleased to pro- 
mise me that it should go no farther. He promised 
me, and I then told him that Mr Oswald had beiJen 
offered to be made comptroller of the navy, with a 
promise that he should have the assistance of all Mr 
JPelham's power to reform the abuses of it, and full 
liberty to follow his own opinion in parliament, and 
that he came to ask my advice upon it. The prince,* 
eoncluding he would accept of the place, said he was 
glad he should find so honest a man in business. I 
told him, that from the many reasons I had given 
him, he declared to me that, as he saw no reformation 
could be thoroughly and effectually brought about but 
by the concurrence of the crown, which was not to be 
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hoiped fi>r In ojar present skiifltkHi, he had xnudi 
rattier attadi himsdf to la« royal faighiiessy fiNim wkon 
«idy he could hope for llMit oonGurrence; but as he 
was no cointier^ and had no connexioiM of that fciBdi 
he BMist be contented to do his best in the station tiiat 
was oflk«d to Inm. That I bade him seiioualy Gon« 
Mdr whether, in case I woidd vMitur^ to sowiid hifl 
royal hij^mess's disposition towards hiniy he wonld 
empower me to say that he would refuse all offers of 
^e court, if the prince was willing to admit him into 
ys serFice-<-that lie told me I posidTely mi^; imon 
which I promised to undmtake it. After a good deal 
of talk the prince thai^ed me, and ordered me to send 
lijr Oswald to him at Leicester-house between seven 
and eight o'clock on Thursday next. 

Feb. 25. — Mr Oswald dined with me-**he told me he 
was much embarrassed at what had passed since he 
saw me, of which he gave me the following account; 
Sunday the 17 th, sir Henry Ereskine was mtroduced 
to the prince for the first time ; on Monday the 18th, 
Mr Oswald was with me to settle the report I was tci 
make to the prince ; on Tuesday the 1 9th, sir Henry 
ai^ed him in the house—HaTe you rec^ved any mes» 
sage from the prince i^ What do you mean ? he re- 
turned. Has the earl of Egmont delivered you no 
message ? — I do not know the earl of Egmont. He 
will then, replied sir Henry, for I was introduced to 
the prince last Sunday, and he asked me if I knew 
you — ^I said, yes, intimately : he then asked how you 
were disposed towards him — I replied, that I thought 
you had the highest. r^ard for him, &c. His royal 
highness then said, I must send to him by Dr Lee, or 
lord Egmont, for what comes from them is the same as 
if it came from me. This seemed strange to us, but I 
think the drift Is evident. 

26. — Went to the earl of Shafresbury's. Much 
talk with him about separating the Tories from the 
Jacobites, on the quarrel between them about the late 
amvecsity election, which was to be done by bringing 

s2 
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them to a declaration of a few headsy whith, he said,' 
he had made use o^ and hoped he should succeed. 

Feb. 28. — Mr Oswald came to me from the prince, 
whom he found at Carleton-house — he was received 
very graciously, and the prince talked to him on many 
subjects and of many persons/ but never mentioned 
my name — ^they agreed that Mr Oswald was to have 
the green cloth, and to kiss hands on Lady-day. 

Mar, 1. — Went to the house. Mr Townshend ad- 
vised with me about general Anstruther's afiair. I 
begged him to be very sure of his proofs, before he 
began a charge in parliament. He desired leave to 
come to me to-morrow and to show me his papers, 
which I agreed to, but desired him to consult with 
wiser persons than me. 

2, — Mr Townshend came, and I &irly showed him, 
that calling for the reports in council would lead 
him to Embarrass the ministry, who, in this case of 
Anstruther, had delajred justice; that I should be glad 
it should come forward, but not from him, apprising 
him where his motion would end, since he asked mv 
advice as a friend, &c. He thanked me much, and it 
h&Dg late, he desired to come again to-morrow morning. 

3. — Went to Leicester-house; but just as I was 
going, Mr Townshend came, and to my infinite sur- 
prise told me that he had been with the earl of Eg- 
mont, who had given him a question which compre- 
hended the civil and military behaviour of general 
Anstruther, which he would read to me. He did so, 
and asked my opinion ; I was astonished at his igno- 
rance, and said I had nothing to object to it. 

4. — Motion by Mr Townshend, seconded by co- 
lonel Haldane, for copies of all courts martial held 
by Anstruther, while he commanded in Minorca; and 
of all complaints against him in council, and the pro- 
ceedings thereupon. Agreed, without division, to 
drop the courts martial till some particular facts 
were alleged, but to sufier the council papers to come. 

6. — Went to Leicester-house, where the prince 
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told me he had catched cold the day before^ at Kew, 
and had been blooded. 

Mar. 8.— The prince not recovered. Our passing 
the next week at Kew put off 

lO.-— At Leicester-house. The prince was better, 
and saw company. i 

13.— At Leicester-house. The prince did not ap- 
pear, having a return of a pain in his side. 
• 14.^- At Leicester-house. The prince asleep — 
twice blooded, and with a blister on his back, as also 
on both legSy that night. 

' 15.-— The prince had a plentiful evacuation, and 
was out of all danger. 

16. — The prince without pain or fever. 

17. — Went twice to Leicester-house. The prince 
had a bad night, till one this morning, then was better, 
and continued so. 

18. — The prince better, and sat up half an hour. 

20. — Went to Leicester-house; from thence to the 
house of commons, and then to Hammersmith. I 
was told at Leicester-house, at three o'clock, that 
the prince was much better, and had slept eight hours 
in the ni^ht before, while, I suppose, the mortification 
was fomung; for he died this evening a quarter before 
ten o'clock, ia I found by a letter from Mr Breton at 
six o'clock the following morning. 

21. — I came immecOately to town, and learned 
from Mr Breton, who was at Leicester-house when 
the prince died, that, for half an hour before he 
was very cheerfiil, asked to see some of his friends, 
ate some bread and butter, and drank cofiee; he 
had spit for some days, and was at once seized with 
a fit of couching and spitting, which last was so 
violent that it sufibcated him. Lord North was , 
sent to the king. This morning the king ordered 
the body to be opened — an abscess was found in his 
nde, the breaking of which destroyed him. His phy- 
sicians, Wilmot and Lee, knew nothing of his distem- 
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pcri as they ffecUuredyhalfan hour before hedged, that 
nis pulse was like a man's in perfisct health. They 
eith^ would aot see, or -did not know, the conse- 
quences of the black thrush which appeared in his 
mouth and quite down into his throat. Their igno- 
rance, or their knowledge of his disorder, renden 
them equaUy inexcusable for not calling in other 
assistance. 

From Tuesday the 12th, when he supped at €arle- 
ton-house, and when he relapsed before he went to 
bed, the princess never suffered any En^^ish man or 
woman, above the degree of a valet de chambre, to 
see him; nor did she vouchsafe to see any one, man, 
or lady of the fiumly, not even the lady in waiting, till 
Sunday last, when it was absolutely necessaiy that 
somebody should appear to receive compliments ; and 
then lady Scarborough was ordered, instead of a lord, 
who, as she apprehended, mkht have expected to see 
the prince. She saw Dr Lee one day before the 
death, and just after the event she had a long confer* 
enoe till past twelve with him and the earl of iEgmont. 
This morning lady Middlesex saw her, but was not 
sent for. Lord Middlesex sent his compliments, and 
was admitted. She sent in for the duke of Chandois, 
and also for the earl of Scarborou^ at night. 

When this unfortunate event happens, I had set 
en foot, by the means of the earl of Shaftesbury, a 
project for a union between the independent Wldgs 
and Tories, by a writing, renouncing all tincture of J»- 
eobitism, and affirming short, but constitutional and 
revolutional principles. I had given his lordslup the 
paper; his good heart and understanding made him 
mae&tigable, and so &r successful, that there were 
good grounds to hope for a happy issue. These parties 
so united were to lay this paper, containing these prin- 
dples, before the prince; o£fering to appear as his 
party now ; and upon those principles to undertake 
the administration when he was kmg, in the subor- 
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dination and rank among thems^ves, that he should 
please to appomt. — Father of mercy I thy hand that 
wounds alone can save! 

Mar. 22.-^Several in much distress here. The earl of 
$faaf);esbury and Mr William Beckford here, by their 
own appointment; they said, they came to ask direc-' 
tions what to do under this &tal change of situation ; 
I said, that it appeared to me that, if the Pelham party 
did not instantly drive out the Bedford interest, they 
must be driven out by that, though now the weakest 
party ; but that the Bedford party would become the 
stron^st, having the king's &vounte and now only son 
at their head and at the h^ of the army ; that he would 
hj their interest, small as it might be, and by the mi- 
htary interest, force the regency, and then where are 
the Felhams ? That this necessity enforced the neces* 
sity of the projected unipn — that being collected and 
publicly purged from Jacobitism, they became a re- 
spectable body; that if they were applied to for as- 
sistance they might then give it upon such conditions, 
and for such shcure of power as they might think safe 
and honorable for themselves and their country. Se- 
condly, if they were not applied to, and the court 
should take a right turn, that then they might, like 
honest and disinterested men, support the court with- 
out coming into it. And lastly, what was most to be 
dreaded, if thev were not applied to, and the court 
should take either a dangerous turn, or should conti- 
nue in the same consuming way as at present, that 
' then they would be ready to do, what it was their 
duty to do— oppose to the utmost, and declare that 
they mean to wrest the administration out of those 
hands, to take it into their own, and apply it to better 
purposes. That despair which was blameable before 
was now become criminal. 

My company went away much satisfied, and de* 
tensoned to act accordingly. 

I went to Leicester-house. The princess^afflkted. 
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butifdl. Went tocoandl at nicht, whidi was ynry 
fiiU. The oommon pikyer altared, bat prince George 
left as he now stands. The physicians made a report, 
and delivered a Pi^r, being an account of the body 
when opened-^I have a copy of it-*ordered the bowe» 
to be put into a box covered with red velvet, and cax^ 
fied in one of the prince's coaches by snch attendants 
aa his groom of the stole should appoint, and buried in 
Henry the Vllth's chapel. Ordered a committee to 
settle the ceremonies of the funeral. 

Mar. 93.— Went to the earl of Westmoreland's — 
lord Guernsey there — ^held a conversation upon the 
present affiurs— the earl said that he heard that sir John 
Hynde Cottcm had proposed sending for gentlemen up^ 
acquainting them at the same time, that nothing was to 
be proposed to them but to sit still and wait events. 
I modestly doubted of. that measure, from experience 
of the disposition of those country gentl^nen, who, 
I thought, would neither come if nothing was proposed, 
ncNT stay if there was nothing to do; but yet, who 
would implicitly follow a few of their lordshms in one 
or the omer; frcHn vdiich it followed, that their lord- 
ships should form a set of propositions for the centre 
of union, and then should call them together to own 
them and act upon them, either taking places (if they 
were to be had upon honourable terms) or acting 
without them. 

I was in every part most warmly supported by lord 
Chiemsey, and by sir Edward Deering, who ^ame in. 
I left them together, and thought bv the veiy ajflfec- 
ttonate manner of lord Westmoreland, when I left the 
room, that I had never before made such impression 
iqxm Mm. 

S4. — Went to the duke of Dorset's — much talk. 
He thinks of the state of the nation and of the Pd- 
hams, fust as we do | as also of the danger from the 
duke of Cumberland. At the speaker's, he $ko m the 
6ame way <^ thinking with us* 
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Maiu SS.-^Long converoadon with lord limetick. 
He thinlu vitii us---but we both agived that the PeUianiB 
Jiave oot sufficient resohition to do anything mat. 

87. — Went to coimdl. Orders to the ImxT steward 
and chamberlain to issue warranta for black doth, 
\rax lights. Sec, for the rooms at Westminster, where 
the body is to be laid, &c. To the groom of the stole 
and master of the house to his late royal highness, to 
r^^ulate the march of the servants, &c. Orders to 
the earl mandifd to direct the heralds to prepue, for 
the consideration of the council, a oeremontal for the 
foneral of his royal highness, upon the plan of those 
of the duke of Glou^ter and of prince Geonre of 
J)enmark» Which were formed upon the plan of the 
6ineral of Charles the Second. 

28. — ^ Francis Dashwood from the eari of 
Westmoreland desiwd to know, if I thought it pn»* 
dent to make an overture to Mr Pelham, as a fwitv 
to join him, if he would enga^ to lower the landU 
tax next year to two shillings in the pound, and re- 
duce the army. I sent my duty to the earl, and 
begged to know if he thought we were united enough 
lo make overtures as a party; and if so, what the 
party was to do in return, in case Mr Pelham riuwld 
comply. These conditions are muntory, and yet, the 
jas^ of all others, the most diificiut to obtain. If we 
were united, we ahould now demand great and national 
conditions, for the safety of the whole, which will be 
as easily obtained^ at least, as the reduction of the 
army at present, and which reduction, except in the 
view of economy, is trifling. Any army may be equally 
ruinous ; and yet some must be kept, tiH the nadmi 
•can be armed by a proper regulation of the militia. 

29. — At the s{)eaker's, where we turned over pre- 
cedents, with relation to the grants of the duchy of 
Cornwall, and of ihe government during minorities. 

SI. — Saw Mr Prowse, . and found him well dis- 
posed to the main system. Hie king was at Leicester- 
houae. This mght died the earl of O^iford. 



60 THE DIAR7 OF 

Apr. d.'^At council about the funeral. Ceremonial 
from the heralds read — ^their orders were to form it 
on the plan of the duke of Gloucester's, and prince 
George's of Denmark. But they had different orders 
privately, which thef^ I did not know. I thought 
there was very little ceremony, and therefore said 
that I supposed that they had complied with the 
orders, wmch their lordships gave about the plans, on 
which this funeral was to be rormed. The lords said, 
to be sure, and none seemed to have any doubts, or 
concerned themselves about it; so I said no more, 
though I am satisfied it is far short of any funeral of 
any son of a king. Af);er the council was up, I asked 
the lord chancellor about it, who said that he sup- 
posed the heralds had complied with thdr orders, but 
that he knew nothing of it, and had never seen any 
of the plans. I told him that I mentioned it, because 
if it should appear that any mark of respect to the 
deceased should be wanting in this toeral, it would 
certainly give great distaste. I think the plan must be 
altered. 

4. — The king was at Leicester-house. 

7. — Saw the earl of Westmoreland, but his lady 
being present could not talk fully with him. A& 
Glover dined with me, and the earl of Shaftesbury 
came in the afternoon, and we agreed to drive it to a 
short issue with the earls of Westmoreland and Ox- 
ford, either to form a regular party immediately, or to 
give the point entirely lip. If a party should ;be 
formed, then to fix the subscription for a p^er by Mr 
Ralph, to be supported by about twenty of us, at ten 
guineas each, and by what else we can get. 

10. — Went to Mr Oswald's — from thence to the 
earl of Westmoreland, with whom, and earl Stanhq[)e, 
I had a long conversation. I left them, persuaded Of 
the necessity of forming a party, united by constitu- 
tional principles, which should be reduced into writing 
and signed b^ all the party. Much talk of those prin- 
ciples, of which I mentioned such as. occurred to me. 
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^and of which they approved. I told them that I had 
6nce drawn such a political creed for the lafit opposi- 
tion, but the gentlemen did not care to sign it. That, 
now, I thought the younger part of our friends were 
▼ery much in earnest, and only wanted proper leaders 
and proper points, to unite heardl]^. The lords agreed 
that somethmg should be dieted immediately : I told 
them that, to make a begmnin^, if they pleased, I 
would send them the paper mentioned, in wnich some 
hints might possibly be of use; they seemed verv 
desirous of seeing it, and I went home, and sent it 
directly to the earl of Westmoreland. I have done 
enough, and henceforth shall live to mysdf the years 
which God in his mercy may grant me, unless I am 
called upon to assist. 

April 11. — I had much talk with Mr Oswald on 
the state of afiairs, and I told him the steps I had 
taken towards a union of parties : that I thought I 
owed it to our friendship to acquaint him, that if this 
ereat plan could be effected, I must take my share in 
It. He approved the greatness and honesty of the 
design, and, at the same time, told me that Mr Pelham 
had renewed his offers since the prince's death, to 
which he had returned a very general, cool answer : 
he said that he hoped, from the renewing' that offer, 
to find that Mr Pelnam would show resolution enough 
to enter into his engagements with some more of us, 
and avail himself of the present dispositions of the 
people, to put himself upon his country, and get rid of 
tiis open enemies and false friends, which was now 
most practicable, and even necessary to prevent his 
beipg undone by both. 

13. — Lord Limerick consulted with me about walk- 
ing at the funeral. By the earl marshal's order, 
published in the common newspaper of the day 
(which, with the ceremonial not published till ten 
o'clock, I keep by me), neither he as an Irish peer, 
nor I as a privy counsellor, could walk. He ex- 
pressed a strong resolution to pay his last duty to his 
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royal friend, if practicable. I begged him to stay dU 1 
could get the cenmonifd ; he did, and we there found, 
Bk a note, that we mig^t waU:. Which note, pub- 
fidied leren or eight hours before the attendance le- 
qudred, was ail tb^ notice that lords, their sons, and 
prrnr counsellors had (except those appointed to pais- 
ticolar functions) that diey would be admitted to iralk. 

April 13.^^ At seven o'^clock I went, according to the 
order, to the house of lords. The many slights that 
the poor remains of a much-loved master and fiiend 
had met with, and who was now preparing the last 
tirouble he could give his enemies, sunk me so low, 
diat for the first howt I was infaipable of making any 
observation. 

The procession began, and (excqit the lords ap- 
pointed to hold the pdOi and attend the chief mourner, 
and those of his own domestics) when die attendant 
were called in their ranks, there was not one En^^h 
lord, not one bishop,, and only one Irish lord (Lune- 
rick), two sons ot dukes (earl of Drumlandng and 
lord Robert Berde), one baron*s son (Mr Edgo- 
oombe), and two privy counsellors (sir John Rushoot 
and myself), out of these great bodies, to make a 
show of duty to a prince, so great in rank and expec- 
tation. 'While we were in the house of lords, k 
ifained very hard, as it has done all the season ; when 
we came into Palace yard, the way to the AUiey was 
lined with soldiers, but the managers had not afibrded 
die smallest covering over our heads ; but^ by good 
fortune, while we were from under cover, it held up. 
We went in at the S.£. door, and turned short into 
Henry the VIItK's chapel. The service was pem 
formed without either anthem or organ. So ended 
this sad day — Quern aen^>er acerbu$^~^emper honiih 
raHtm. 

The corpse and bowels were removed, last night, 
to the prince's lodgings at the house of lords ; the 
whcde bed-chamber were ordered to attend them from 
t^ in the morning till the enierremaU. There was 
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6oi tiM «tt«ilMm to order thtf Oitea^ckilh to mvidb 
tbem a bit of bread ; and these geDtlemen* of tbe finfe 
rank and distinction^ in dischai^e of their last sad 
duty to a loyed and a lovine master, were forced ta 
bespeak a great cold dinner from a common tavern in 
the neighbourhood. At three o'clock indeed, they 
Touchsafed to think of a dinner, and ordered one-* 
but the disgrace was complete, the tavern dinner waa 
paid for, and given to the poor, N. B. The duke of 
Somerset was chief mourner, notwithstanding the 
flourishing state of the royal &mily, 

April IS^^-Lord Sharoesbury came to acquamt me, 
that the project of union went on very successfully. I 
advised him to appoint a meeting, for tomorrow, of the 
earls of Westmoreland, Oxford, and Stanhope, to 
settle the points in writing, that are to be the centre 
of that union. Dined at sir Francis Dashwood's, 
where earl Stanh<^e read to us the draught of a 
preamble to such points, which was extremely good. 

16.*^Went to the house— the motion to put off the 
third reading of the naturalization bill for two months, 
was Carried by 129 against 116. The r^ort of the 
dismission of the duke of Bedford and earl of Sand- 
wich, and of the introduction of the earl of Holder* 
ness and lord Anson into their places, is not true ; 
but it is likely to happen. If so, they surely design to 
curtail the Southern Province. 

18.-^ At the house. Mr Geoige Townshend opened 
general Anstruther's ai&ir, and moved a question 
concerted with the court, which was, that his majesty 
should be addressed to enforce his orders, in conse^ 
quence of the report of his. council, to oblige Ueut^ 
nanl>general Anstruther to make some satismctioa to 
tiliose of Minorca whom he had oppressed — ni^ch must 
be very unsatb&ctory and insuffiaent. Mr Townshend, 
who, of his own accord, engaged in this afiair on very 
dlight ac^piamtance, desired my advice^ and whom I 
treated with great generosity, as he ackaowledged to me 
and others ; who imprudently went from me to die eafi 
of Bgmont, and brought from that lord a long inflam- 
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oiatory question, which he denred me to conect, and 
which I declined ; who received from me the proper 
question in writing, concluding with one to estahush 
a ciyU goyemment in Minorca. This gentleman, 
without giving me the least intimation, contents -him- 
self with moving this tame court question; and lord 
Egmont, that lord, the other day so violent, who drew 
a question so very diflerent, thought fit even to absent 
himself on the present.-^Such wonders has the poor 
prince's death already produced I 

Apr. 21. — Dined at Lord IMQddlesex's. Was told that 
Mr Montague, as auditor to the princess ; Mr Doug- 
las, and Mr Boone, in the room of sir John Gust, as 
clerks of the green cloth ; Mr Bludworth, as master 
of the horse ; Messrs Leslie, Scott, and Robinson, as 
equerries, kissed the princess's hand this day. 
' 23.— Dined at sir Francis Dashwood's. Find by 
lord Talbot, that we^ are not likely to come to a 
union ; for, now, the terms they propose to sign are of 
a sort that imply an exclusion of coming into office. 
Now, as no good can be done to this country but by 
good men coming into office, it is all over, and I give 
up all thoughts of ever being any fiurther useful to 
mankind. 

; 24. — At the house. Ereskine's accusation against 
Anstruther baffled by the court through the act of grace. 

25. — Went to town to consult my constant friend 
Mr Bance, about retrieving, if possible, the captain- 
ship of the Dodington East Indiaman, which Mr 
Tucker imprudently and unkindly opposes me in : he 
being concerned (though not equally with me) and 
having the management of my affiiirs, nas led the rest 
of the proprietors to think I was engaged, and so, to 
engage themselves to the person he espouses, which 
4fisiq)points me in serving the person recommended to 
me by the princess off Wales. 

26. — Mr Bance has just brought Mr Tucker to me, 
who desists from his engagement, but I am persuaded 
it is now too late. 
. Went to town about^the ship, but did no good. 
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At the house. A message from the crown to the 
iord&-*then a message from the lords, hy masters in 
chancery, to the commons, to continue sitting some 
time—then a message from die crown to the com* 
mons, bf the chancellor of the exchequer, recommend- 
ing the princess of Wales for regent, with such limit»- 
tions as the house shall think proper—- then a message 
from the lords, by the chief justice of the common 
pleas and the chief baron, with an address of thanks ; 
i^reed to nem. can, 

April 30. — Attended the levee— then at council. 
Lord Holdemess brought over — ^for the seals, I sup- 
pose. Earl Harcourt sworn in. Earl of Egremont 
sworn as lord lieutenant of Cumberland. 
. May 3.— At the house. Resolutions to pave Palt 
ntdl by a poimd rate : sir Francis Dashwood, lord 
Trentham, general Oglethorpe, and I, ordered to pre- 
* pare the bill. Sense of the house taken, if the young 
prkice of Wales's new servants should be re-elected : 
It was agreed, not. The act was read ; but those who 
seemed to fovour a re-«lection, forgot to call for the 
warrants that i^pointed them servants to the prince*: 
by whom are they signed ? If by the king, the case 
would not imve admitted a word of dispute. The 
persons concerned, ^ere lord Down, gentleman of the 
bed-chamber; Mr Selwyn, sen. treasurer; and Mr 
Stone, sub*govemor. 

^.— -Saw several c^ my neighbours about the pave- 
ment, and sent them away pretty well satisfied. 

Went to the house of lords. The regency bill 
Inrought in and opened by the duke of Newcastle. 
Seamd reading tomorrow. Nothing said, but by the 
bishop of Worcester, who moved that it might be 

Srinted, and that the lords might have time to consi- 
er it, between the second reading and committal. 
The cUike of Newcastle agreed to the printing, and it 
passed, upon the question put. In less than ten 
minutes after the question was carried, the duke got 

f2 



66 TIIS BIART OF 

npf and said that he was told by some of the lords 
that it was very improper to print the bill, upon which 
they resolved not to print it, and the bishop, being 
supported by no one lord, very decently onfered to 
withdraw his motion. Surely, it was too late after it 
became a question, voted and agreed to. 

May 8. — At the house of lords. Regency bill read a 
second time, and committed for Friday : not a word 
said against it. 

9. — Had intelligence that, upon a message from the 
earl of Bath, the princess had signified her entire ap- 
probation of this bill. I had much consultation what 
was to be done, considering how many fruitless pains 
(as it now appeared) I had taken to unite and form a 
party, and yet no sort of concert was thought upon, 
even in these great points. The opinion seemed to 
be, that I should not go to the house. . 

10. — Went to the house of lords. They went into 
a committee upon the regency bill. The clause for 
erecting the council was opposed by earl Stanhope 
alone, who said that such a council was a novelty, and 
that he was against it, because he thought it unneces- 
sary, till he heard better reasons given for it than he 
had as yet heard. Nobody answered, or supported 
him, and he gave no other reasons. So the clause 
was carried by a divison of 92 against 12. When 
they came to the clause of prolongmg the parliament, 
lord Talbot stood up, and shewed the weakness of the 
chancellor's arguments, which were drawn from his- 
tory ; and then said, the prolonging the parliament was 
an invasion of the people's rights, that it was the' 
means of perpetuating a corrupt one, and was one of 
those things that the whole legislature could not do, 
because they could have no le^ power to do it. 
Lord Granville spoke warmly for it, as the hest part of 
the bill, all of which he approved of; and no one 
lord seconded or supported lord Talbot. . 
^ 11. I communicated to Mr Ralph my present reso- 
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Itttion of no more meddling with public affairs, till 
some party, worth i^pearing with, shall unite in the 
seryice of the country. 

' May- 13.-— Dined with sir Francis . Dashwood and 
the other gentlemen concerned about the paying bill, 
f cfid not go to the house, where the regency bul was 
read the first time. Sir Francis came home and 
acquainted me that, nobody but Mr Thomas Pitt and 
he spoke against the bill. The Tories totally silent. 
The court for it. Dr Lee and Mr Nugent speaking 
for it. All the princess's and late prince's court 
for it. 

16.-— Committee of the regeney bill — the clause 
establishing the council debated; opposed, in a very 
fine speech, by the speaker. Mr William Pitt and 
Mr Fox had hi^h words, though they were both for 
the bill. IVfr Pitt for the restrictions, lest the next 
r^ent should claim fiill powers, if the princess should 
die, glancing at the duke. Mr Fox also for them, but 
defending the duke. They replied upon each other 
two or three times, but Mr Fox did not vote at last. 
Mr Pitt and the Grenvilles in office voted for the bill, 
but lord Cobham spoke and voted against it. Thus it 
was reported to me, but I was not there. 

17. — They went to day, in the house, upon the 
clause of prolonging the parliament. The committee 
sat lute. No concert between any five people, as I 
am told. 

22. — Was to wait on the duke of Newcastle, to thank 
him for getting me permission to drive through St 
James's park while the king is at Kensington. We 
parted very civilly. Paid lord Middlesex 140/. for a 
set of seven of the prince's horses. 

23. — Went to Kensington, and kissed the young 
prince of Wsdes's hand, but did not see the king. 

28. — Went to town, to return by water with the 
Spanish and Sardinian ministers, Messrs Lascaris, St 
Parent, and lord Barrington. We landed at Ham- 
mensmith, where we were met by the marquis de 
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Mirepoix, the French ambassador, Mona, (f Abr^tei, 
and lord Ashburaham. We all dined there. 

May 31. — At the house about the paving biU^ 
which was read a second time, and comimtted to a 
private committee. 

June 7. — At the house. Reported the paving biU 
council, and much debate against it. Carried to go 
on with the amendments, but fnrced to adjourn at tae 
first amendment, because there were but 35 members 
present. 

12. — This evening lord Sandwich received his letter 
of dismission. 

14. — H^ird that the duke of Bedford resigned the 
seals of secretary, this morning, at Kensinpton. 

15.— Lord Trentham resigned the Admiralty. 

17. — Was at coundi at Kensington. Earl of Graiv- 
ville sworn in as president 

1^. — Lord, Holdemess received the seals of secre- 
tary this morning. 

19.*— Lord Hartington introduced into the house of 
. lords. Made master of the horse. 

21.— At council at Kensington. Earl of Holderv 
ness sworn, first as a counsellor, and then as secretanr 
of state. Duke of Bedford and lord Burleigh took 
the oath of office, as lords lieutenants of Devonshire 
and Rutlandshire. 

25.— I waited on the princess to take my leave : she 
received me in a very obliging manner. The parlioiP; 
ment rose. 

27. — This morning I wrote to the duke of Newcas- 
tle, enclosing colonel Milles's memoriali, who is in the 
emperor's service as duke of Tuscany. The memo- 
rial sets forth, that the Ostend company bought two 
settlements, Banquibuzar and Covelon, of the Mogul, 
a rebel seized the province of Bengal in 1744, and 
- took Baaquibuzar from the emperor's governor. He 
desires the king to assist him, either in retaking the 
province, with me consent of, and for the MogiU, or, 
m making war upon the usurper,, who took, mi still 
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retains his forts. He submits to the king entirely the 
share and disposition of the gains^ and the plan of the 
expedition. 

.' This phin was attempted about six years ago, and 
cost the emperor 15,000/. and we orevented its execu- 
tion at the instigation of the East India company. Mr 
Milles assiu^s me that the province of Bengal is the 
richest in the known world ; that he knows where to 
lay his hands on fifty millions sterling; that he can 
make himself master of it with 1500 men (and he de- 
igns to carry no more) which the emperor will fur- 
nish—Hall that he demands of us is shippuig and stores, 
&c. enough to carry them, to be added to. the three 
ships which the emperor now has, and which he 
bought for this expedition before, at the time when we 
disappointed it. 

: June 28. — Went to Eastbury. 
' July 13. — On Wednesday evening the princess walk- 
ed in Carleton gardens, supped, and went to bed very 
.well: she was token ill about six o'clock on Thurs- 
day 'morning, and, about eight, was delivered of a 
prmcc^s. Both well. This morning died the duke of 
St Alban at London. 

31. — The western mail robbed near Blackwater by 
one man, at|out one o'clock on Monday morning. 
^ . Aug. 3.— We dined at Blr William Churdiill's ; 
coming from thence, about six o'clock, from a cause- 
way: too narrow in Mr Churchill's meadow, called 
their private road, the coach was overturned into a 
wet ditch; the company, particularly the gentlemen, 
3¥ere very wet ; and if there had been a foot more of 
water, they must all have been suffocated. We were 
obliged to return to the house, and we played at cards 
till dayrlight. 

. S^PT. 4.— •Returned from Eastbury to Hammer- 
smith. 

: 8. — News of the Inrth of a duke] of Burgundy. 
M. de Mirq>oix.made a duke and peer of France. 
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Sept. 88. — The comte de Richecourt, theemperoPtf 
minister, and colonel Milles, came here in the mom* 
ing to talk about the expedition to Bengal. I wrote 
immediately an account of it to the duke of Newcastle. 

OcfT. 1. —Received a very civil letter from the duke 
of Newcastle, about the expedition to Bengal. 

2. — Waited upon the duke, and was very kindly re* 
ceived; he told me all that had passed about Bengal, 
and put the event upon the consent and concurrence 
of the East India company. Called upon Br Lee, 
who informed me that the gentlemen, accused of a 
secret treaty with the late prince, had put it in issue 
with the king, that the prince applied to them, and that 
they declined it, and referred the king to the princess 
for the truth of their assertion; This is bold, for I 
know the assertion to be false. 

4. — Went to wait on the compte de Richecourt and 
the bishop of London. ColoAel Milles came, to whom 
I delivered the duke of Newcastle's directions, that, if 
he would consent that Mr Drake and alderman Baker, 
of the East India company, should ask leave of ^e 
Court of Directors to receive proposals from hun, 
they were ready to ask it, and if obtained, to enter 
into the matter with him. 

13. — News of the death of the prince of Orange. 

14. — Waited on the princess, and was most gra^ 
ciously received. She was pleased to smid for the 
prince of Wales, prince Edward, £uid the princess 
Augusta. 

24. — Saw Mr Dawkins's drawings of the antiquities 
which he saw in the east ; they are exceedingly fine 
and curious. 

29. — Lord chancellor, lord president, and I, went 
from the Cockpit to dine with the lord mayor : there 
were none of the council, except us three. Lord 
Granville and I went together. 

30. — The king's birtn*<lay. The dra^^ng-room in 
weepers. 
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•Nov, 14; — Parliament opened. Lord Downe and 
fir William Beauchamp Proctor moved and seconded 
the address. No opposition to it. 

18.-!^The account which Cary brought to me» I 
think, puts an end to the Bengal expedition. 

20. — At the house. Order to commit Mr Murray 
to Kewjrate, renewed. 

21. — -Last Saturday the duke of Cumberland had 
a bed fall from his horse, while he was hunting at 
Windsor. 

26. — Went to council at St James's, where proclap 
mation with 500/. reward was ordered for apprehend- 
ing Mr Murray, in consequence of a resolution of the 
house. 

Dec. 12. — This day died lord Bolingbroke. 

19.— -Went to council, where the trustees for Georgia 
agreed to surrender their charter to the king, abso- 
lutdy and unconditionally. 

21. — Was to wait upon the princess of Wales. Re- 
ceived in a manner most remarkably kind by her and 
all the royal children. 

1752, Jan. 1. — Waited upon the princess, whose 
kindness seemed to increase towards me. 

26. — The soUcitor-genersd, with other company, 
dined with me. On a malicious report that 1 had 
forced mysdf upon the late prince oi Wales and into 
his service, I explained the whole transaction to the 
solicitor-general, and produced to him all the proper 
vouchers that verified it, stq) by step. 

30. — Went to council, where lord Granville very im- 
pmdently drew in questicm the validity of the French 
treaty <^ commerce, making the goods of enemies on 
French bottoms free from capture. This was, how- 
ever, lefl undecided. 

Fbb. 2. — Sir Fumese dined with me, and gave me 
an account of what had passed between him and the 
solicitor-geQeral (Mr Murray) about a message to Mr 
I^dier, by Mr Ellis, from Mr Pelham, to know what 
:was to l^ done on a new dLeetion at Weymouth, pre- 
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tending that tbe choosing two, at his nomination, was 
to last always. The soudtop^eneral entered into a 
detail of my affiurs with much affection and wahnth, 
and said he knew there was not the least indisposition 
towards me in the ministry, but was afraid that the 
king had been strongly prejudiced against me per- 
sonally: that he would ta&e it upon him to bring 
diis matter to a proper issue, one way or another ; as 
it was by no means fitting diat I should o^r to ask 
for anything, till I was sure of being well received. 
He behaved nobly, and like a friend. The event is 
with God. 

Feb. 4«. — We went to coimdl. Gave the solicitor- 
general an account in writing of the whole proceeding 
of the late prince of Wales, in the demand of 100,000k 
per annum in parliament. 

6. — Went to the Cockpit to a prize cause, which 
turned upon the authenticity of the treaty of com* 
merce with France; several lords (of which the lord 

President was one) doubted of its being in before, 
did not, and it was at last decided by virtue of 
that treaty. We ended that long dispute of general 
Anstruther and Minorca, by referring the costs and 
damages he is to pay to the master of the rolls and 
general Bland. 

9. — Mr Furnese called on me. He had seen the 
solicitor-general, who had informed him that there 
was not die least indisposition in the Pelhams, but on 
the contrary, a willingness to live well with me. That ' 
they said it would not be impossible to remove the ill 
impressions made upon the king, but it required a 
little time, &c. If they removed the Pitts, &c« then 
it might be easy. 

10. — Mr Ellis was with me : he introduced the talk 
of his electkm on a new pu*liament. I told him, that 
I thought my behaviour, both public and private, even 
in opposition, never could have given just cause of 
olfence to the Pelhams, or could have shown any in- 
disposition to live personally well with them ; that, tA 
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I was now .entirely free from engagements, I was sin* 
cerely desirous of Mt Pelham's &vour and friendship 
if he would accq)t of my friendship and attachment: 
i£ then he would accept of my services, he might, upon 
proper conditions, conunand my interest, and in that 
case nobody would be more welcome to me at Wey- 
mputh than he, Mr Ellis. That this was in Mr P^- 
ham's breast, who best knew his own disposition, but 
that mine was entirely inclined to be his friend and 
servant, upon proper conditions. This of proper condi- 
HonSy was frequently repeated, and Mr Ellis desired 
to observe that there was neither promise nor en- 
gagement. 

Feb. 15.— * Saw the solicitor-general by f^pointment, 
and found his report much less favourable tnan Mr Fiir- 
nese understood it. That the Pelhams were very well 
disposed to me, but that the king was so mucn pre- 
jumced against me by former misrepresentations, that 
he feared they could answer for notning, &c. So we 
parted, I taking it for a thing entirely broken off; but he 
saying that he did not yet see it in that light. 

20. — Waited on the princess, and was very graciously 
received. 

March 3. — The king's birth-day kept. I was at 
court. 

13.-— I waited on the princess. A chapter of the 
garter. Prince Edward, the stadtholder, the earis of 
'Ijincoln, Winchelsea, and Cardigan, elected. 

18. — Went to council, on the particular cause of a 
prize taken from the Spaniards by admiral Knowles, 
the 3d of September 1748, in America. It' turned 
upon the interpretation of the terms for hostilities 
ceasing in those parts, which were fixed by the pre- 
liminaries of Aix la Chapelle (which refers to the 
treaty of suspension between us and France, 1712) 
and the proclamations here, and other acts of state 
there — I delivered my opinion, at large, for restitution. 
The lords took a furtner day to give judgment, but 

G 
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the majority seem to be with me» alul I thiok it ottUt 
be so dediied. 

Mar. 19.->-A causeon a capture bv admiral Griffin Sn 
the East Indies, commonly called the Lascars' cause; 
The claim against it Bfopeaied to be amamfest fotfgery^ 
and was rejected; ana the prize must be adjust^ to 
the captors when we next meet. 

80. — Went to council at St James's. The kie^ 
declared the r^ency, as usual, and the counsellors 
took leave and kissed fads hand. The kinj^ set out, 
about four, the Ibllowii^ morning for Harwich. 

Afr. 9. — Thk mommg my old acquaintance Mr 
Scrope died, at the age of eignty-four. 

16. — Consulted the speaker about Dr Thomson's 
privilege. 

17. — Went to town to attend Dr Thomson's actioB 
of de&mation against Saxoot die flt)othecary, at the 
King's Bench — ^began at six, ended at nine*— evidencesj, 
spe^ng to the doctor's skill and reputation, were the 
duke of Roxburg, earl of Middlesex, Mr Levision, air 
Francis Dashwood, sir Francis Eyles, Mr Drax, and 
mysel£ He carried his cause, and the jury gave 20L 
damages. 

21. — At council*-*the solicitoivgeneral told me he 
had spoken to Mr Pelham, as from himself — ^that 
there was a real good-will and desire to take me. with 
them ; but that they had fears toen^^ me, lest they» 
on their part, should not be able to niml their engage- 
ments. That they were a£rai(t of the king,, and <^ the 
party (the old Walpolians) nick-named the Black-tiaa^ 
&c. The solicitor advised me by all means to see Mr 
Pelham, and that I should meet with a friendly, con«> 
fidendal reception, &c. &c. This is nothmg; but 
obliges me to see him. 

May 5. — Saw Mr Pelham, by appointment, in Ar- 
lin^on street — I began by telling him, that the i^ijHi- 
cations I had received from Mr Ellis about his election 
at Weymouth, I considered as giving me handle tt> 
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wait ii|»oii him ; for I was come to ofier hiili, not only 
tiiaty but aU the serviced in nw power^ and that I was 
authorized to say the sa^ie mm all my fUends^ He 
said, r he -should willingly embrace it, were it not for 
fear that he should npt be aUe to fulfil what he wished 
to do on his jNirt. I asked, whether he would admit 
of a confidential conrersation*— he said, he could have 
no reason to wish any other, and that what Ellis had 
saady waft firom him, and was meant to produce such a 
conversalioa. I then,adeed him, if there was any real 
inclination m the duke of Newcastle and him to ac- 
cept of us into thor fiaendshm and protection, if ob* 
jections could be remored ; m that I knew the dif* 
ftoent hua^y of removing them when th^re was a 
little good-will at the bottom, and when it wto the 
work of importance only — he would observe, that I 
did not arrogate importance ; but if I had it, I wotild 
accept of nothinff tnat was only owing to that — that^ 
at my time of lire, nothing would t^mpt me to come 
into any court, upon the toot of force and intrusipli. 
That I sidd tlus, to e:q>lain to lum that I desired to 
live with him and his, as their attached (Hend and 
aervant ; that I desired no rank which could justly 
create envy in my equals, pr any sort of power that 
iniffht occasion sus^Micion in my superiors. Reserving 
only that, if he gave me a musket and ohlered iAe to 
a post, I should certainly fire. That, if clouds should 
anse, I was not afiraid at all to meet the great geiiius^ 
now on the stage. ]M[r Pelham said, tlmt. there wer^ 
real good wishes and ^ood<will^ and fbi* tohody more; 
but how to put them m execution was what hindered 
him firom saying all he wished-^that there were diffi- 
culties, and great jones, with the king, on account of 
my quittiug his service fi>r the prince's, &c. I re* 
plied, that I was aware of such a prejudice ; but 
that I believed, when it was represented to the king, 
and by him as his opinion, that I could be of some 
utility to his majesty^s service, by my own and by the 
weight of my friends, particularly in choosing several 
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members, it would be the means of removing all pre* 
judices. For that, though I knew that no pains nad 
been spared to make him (Mr Pelham) believe the 
contrary, yet I did assure him, as a gentleman and fab 
servant, that the interest of Weymouth was wholly 
in Mr Tucker and me: that in the country it was 
impossible to choose one member against us, at leaift, 
without the utmost violence : that, indeed, he could 
give us a great deal of trouble there, and, I owned, 
could choose any four he pleased (by petition) at 
Westminster. But that I Knew it was not in his 
temper; and I could not think it was for his interest 
to have recourse to flagrant acts of violence, to choose 
two members (which was the most he pretended to), 
when he might have all four, and me too, without any 
violence at all. 

• Mr Pelham did not pretend to set up any right of 
the court, or that they designed to make use of any 
force against me, but said, to be sure, what I. had 
hinted must be the way that he must take towards' the 
king; and that he would truly tell me all that he 
knew about the king's pr^udice against me— that his 
majesty was angry at my quitting, though he received 
it better than he expected, as he had told me before : 
but at my going into the prince's service afterwards, 
the king broke out and said to him, ** Here is a fine 
end of civilities: here is Dodington; you made me 
give him, the other day, a great emplojrment, and now 
he has thrown it at your head, and is ^ne over to 
my son; and besides, a nominal place is made for 
him, to give him a pretence for putting himself at the 
head of his measures;" and more to this purpose. 
After this, upon my coming to Kensington on a Sun- 
day, some time {after the prince's death, the king 
said, *' I see Dodington here sometimes ; what does 
he come for ?" To which Pelham replied, that he 
did not know indeed ; but he did not believe that I had 
any particular views, because he had never had the 
least hint of any; ^^which, if I had formed any, he 
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thought he ahculdy Boonef than another, have heard 
of th^ from the long acquaintance between us: 
that he was sure my coming to court was. to show my 
duty, and that I desired to live in his favour; and he 
8upf)Osed that I in]ght ^^ish for his (Pelham's) protect 
tioiiy and desire to come into his service ; but that was 
gue#s etnly. The king replied, '^ No, there has been 
too much of that alreuly, — and that the conversation 
did not end well. That he would tell me the bottom 
of all his politics, and his brother's too, for they must 
in the end be the same; and that Was, to choose a 
nely parliament, that should be all of a-piece ; such a 
one as might; serve the king if he lived, and be steady 
to put the young king in the right way if the old one 
died: that he meant a thorough Whig parliament; 
for when there were factions, though a wise man was 
obli^d .to avail himself of them as well as he. could, 
vet they were not desirable, nor what he meant; but 
he wished to have a thorough Whig parliament, all of 
»-piece. I replied, that I improved of what he said, 
atnd thought that the ofibrs 1 now made him, from my- 
self and firiends, might contribute to faciHtate that 
end. 'He said it was for that end that he told it to 
me : that they were now, without competition, as well 
■with the kiAg as they could possibly hope for^ but 
that he was not so weak as to imagine that it de* 
pended upon Anything but the ease they procured his 
^Bftjesty, m jcarrying on his service : that the king^4S 
tJBmper was to be o&erved and complied with, &c. &c. 
That, up<Mi the present subject, he himself was most 
mcere and desirous to efiect it, and would do his best, 
and he was sure his brother would do so too, and that 
he would write to him in conformity. That, as to 
borough matters, when he was pressed about Wey- 
mouth (as, to be sure, both of us m^t expect) he 
thoi^t the best language he could hold was, that he 
and 1 liv^ed very well together, and that he had no 
loom to think that any thing would be done there thfit 

g2 
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would be disagreeable or disserviceable to him ; and 
that I should deal in the same general terms, &c. 

I said that, as to quitting the king's service, I did 
not do it vnth any compact with the prince ; that it 
-was full four months after, before his royal highness 
made me any ofiers, and he then did it in such a 
manner, that left me no option to refuse, without 
offending him for ever: that Mr solicitor-general 
Murray knew this ; and that I had living and written 
evidence to prove it incontestably. Since I came into 
the prince's service, I could appeal to him whether my 
behaviour was not entirely calculated to soften, rather 
than to inflame, even to the loss of my favour ? whe-' 
ther, when the little incendiary svstem prevailed, by 
which alone many of those about nis roydl highness's 
person could ever be of any significance, I did not 
endeavour to check it? and when I could not, did not 
absent myself from the house, rather than take a part, 
or countenance it ? But, however, I desired the king 
should know that I would not justify with my sove- 
reign and my master, but submitted myself to think 
that I was to 'blame, since he was displeased ; and 
that I therefore humbly begged pardon, which was 
all in my power to do, except to show him, bv my 
future services, that I deserved it : that this, with the 
interest I could, and was willing to centre in his ma^-' 
jesty's service, I thought might be sufficient to remove 
objections (which had in reality no foundation), espe- 
cially when conveyed through so able, so powerful; 
and, I trusted, so friendly a channel : that, upon the 
whole he might see, and I meant he should, that I 
was very desirous this event should take place, from a 
sincere wish to attach myself to him, and to end my 
life with those with whom I began it. That I was 
desirous to serve my country, and chose to do it 
vdth the good liking of the king ; but if his mi^ty 
should shut up that way, that then I must endeavour 
to do it by such ways as should ofier in the course of 
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things. Mr Pdham renewed the assuranoes of his 
ancere wishes and endeavours, in a very decent man- 
ner; and added, that he was restrained from saying 
what he wished, out of the regard he owed me, not to 
say anything he was not sure to perform, and con- 
cluded by inviting himself, in a most gentlemanlike 
and obliging manner, to Hammersmith. 

May 8i — Went to the speaker's, in Sujrey, with Mr 
I Chamberlayne, about Dr Thomson's most disagreeable 
I affidr. 

11. — Sir Francis Dashwood dined with me, and I 
communicated to him what had passed "between Mr 
Pelham and me; I oflered him to be of the party, but 
he declined it. 

24f, — Prince of Wales's birth-day. I went to St 
James's. Great court, but not in new clothes. 

25. — Dined with me, lord Lincoln, Messrs Pdham, 
Vane and son, solicitor-general, and Fumese. Much 
wine, and as much good humour as I ever met with ; 
both lasted till almost eleven o'clock. 

31. — Dined at lord Lincoln's with Mr Pelham, &c. 
Stayed late. 

June 7. — Dined with Mr Pelham at Esher. Much 
drink and good humour. 

- 18. — At the Cockpit: a complaint by Mr Webb 
against Mr William Sharpe, for taking exorlHtant fees. 

20. — Went to attend Dr Thomson's cause. The 
court would not enter into proo& whether he was, or 
was not, my servant. 

21. — I went to Mr Oswald's. He expressed much 
afilection and attachment towards me. 

23.^— Went to the Cockpit. Mr Webb's accusation 
of Mr William Sharpe, for taking three guineas as a 
counsel fee in every prize cause,. from the gainer only, 
heard ; and adjudged to be false, groundless, and mali- 
dous. 

July 6. — Went to town to meet lord Middlesex 
and counsellor Forrester. Lord Middlesex gave me 
fiiU power to make his submission, and to endeavour 
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tt^reooDcile him to his father. Owen tried anda^* 
quitted for puhtishipg • Mr Mum/s ^me. This U the 
tiurd great case^ where the juries have insisted on 
judgiiig the matter of law, as w^ as of ^t. The 
first was of Bushell the quaker, reported by lord 
chief justice Vaughan : the second, was that of the 
bishops in the reign of James II. 

JvLY 7.— I waked on the duke of Dorset. I chose to 
put the (question to him hypotheticaUy ; if his son should 
throw hunself at his feet, and declare an unreserved 
submission and sorrow for what is past,, what would 
he do? He. was much moved. I desired he would 
wA answer me then, as I had no commission to de- 
mand it, but that he would consider of it; because, 
as the family were to come to me at EaStbury, if I 
should receive such commission, I should think it mjT 
duty both to him and his son to lay it plainly before 
him, if it should be fuU and ample, as it ought to be. 

15,^*1 went early to town to take my kave of Mr 
Pejham. After a tittle general conversation, I rose to 
go away, and said that the soUcitorrgenersl had told 
me that it was not only his own, but Mr Pelham's 
opinion, that nothing of our afiair should be Ivoken to 
the king till his return from Hanover; and therefore 
I asked him no news* He relied,, it was their opi- 
nion-— 4hat he bad treated me with the utmost since- 
rity, and would continue to do so-^-that he sincerely 
wished the thing, and would do everything to bring it 
about — ^that all reasons were forit*-that he had told 
me the peculiarity of temper, the preiodices, &c l^t 
made things disagreeable, but that he would do his 
best. I rei^d, that considering the name he bore^ I 
could have no doubt of his sincerity, and therefore 
would patiently wait the event. But that I thought, 
when,, through & canal so fovourabLe, the king wa$ 
infonned that, when I <juitted his service, it was i^t 
by a baigain to enter mto the prince's, and that I 

^er made the prince anv proposition at all— that it 
nore than lour months after my quitting that die 
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prince made me any. When his majesty is desired to 
refiect how much, when I came into the prince's ser- 
vice, I endeavoured to bring a little temper and mode- 
ration into it; and when I could not succeed in that, 
I woiild not support the incendiary part, and therefore 
did not go the House: that the princess, the solidtor* 
general, and other living witnesses which I could pro- 
duce, knew' the first, and that I could appeal to him- 
self (Pelham) for the truth of the last, but, setdnc 
all this aside, when his majesty should be infcmned 
that I would not justify agamst my king and my mas- 
ter; that, since ne was displeased, I was willing to 
tiunk myself to blame, and humbly to demand his par- 
don, assuring him that my future services should de- 
serve it. Here I desired him to observe that, when a 
gentleman asks pardon, he is with us entitled to it, 
and it was what I would not do when I was in the 
right, to any subject in the world, or to any prince, 
but himself. When his majesty was assured that I 
-was capable of fiidlitadng his affiiirs, and that his chief 
servants were desirous of receiving mo 
.' ' If all this, riepresented by those he did, and ought 
chiefly to rely on, would not do, I hoped Mr Pelham 
would think that I had discharged my humble duty to 
his majesty, and showed how desirous I was of passing 
the rest of my life with him, and under his protection ; 
for I thought I had said and done as much as any man 
of honour could do or say, and had gone as far ais 
was possible. Mr Pelham said, that he understood me 
perfectlv well, that he wished the thing cordiaUy, and 
would do all imaginable justice, and leave notmng in 
his power i^iattempted to persuade the king — ^that, in 
•short, he had explained to me the bottom of his poli^ 
tics — that he had a great r^ard for all Europe, but 
did not trouble himself much about it — that his con- 
cern was to keep things on a right foot at hom&«-that 
if the king was willing to arrandir his affidrs, and let 
them get together as many as they could of those who 
could best contribute towards it; in order to go on as 
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he wta bred up» and sufier them to endeavour to faate 
a thoTQugfa Whig pariiament chopen^ which would 
Biakethe len&ains of his suyesly's life easy, and would 
settle the young pirince upon the throne, ao as to 
lecure him a proc|)ect of a prosperous reign. If ikeff 
mould let him do thj^, he was at their service; if not, 
he Qouid be contented to be a pnxate man as well as 
another— 4iot that he complained fii the kin^ Ac, In 
ahoityhere iie spcko a little Plelfaam) b^t mtdligiUe 
enough to those mtio are acquainted with the lao* 

^^We parted very kindly. 

- Jui^r I6.«f-By the princess's cmmnands I passed the 
day with her at Kew. I arrived there about eleven in 
the morning, and we passed two or three hours toge» 
^er, alone, in the* j^u:dens. I informed her, by her 
order, of .the state of the Irish affidcs, which had made 
so much noise. She asked me about a report she had 
heaid concerning a reconciliation between die duke of 
Dorset and lord Middlesex. I said it would be ini^ 
practicable, unless lord Middlesex would entirely sidK- 
nat to his father } and even then, his behaviour had 
made the wound so deM>, that I cou}d not be answerv 
able what the duke would do. She seemed desirous 
fi£ it, apd wished I would try. I told her that, as lord 
and lady Middlesex were to be with me in the country^ 
I would see what his lordship could be brought to, for 
finom. thence only it could move, if at alL I opened 
flsyielf no &rther to her. We came in an hour before 
dinner. I dined at the bedchamber woman's tables 
sthere was Mr Cresset^ who behaved very courteously 
to me, and is a very knowing man. Afte^ dinner her 
royal highness sent for me, we walked round Ricb- 
mond gardens, she was attended by the ladies Augusta 
and Euzabeth, Messrs Cresset and Bludworth. When 
we returned, she ordered me.to come in with her; we 
sat down, and sfie turned the discourse upon the mi- 
lustry. I soon perceived she had heard something of 
the late correspondence between Mr Pelham and me; 
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I therefore thought it fit to tell her that^ fixHn an 
ejpportuntty which had arisen from then^ I had btel y 
renewed toy correspondence with them, and that I 
had takea occasion to tell theni that I was deairoos ^ 
ending my life in qmet with those wkh whom I had 
begun it, and whom I most esteemed, &c. That they 
received my ofiers of £nendah%> very civHly, and seoned 
dbscroHs of recerring me; bnt that they art>rebendcd 
the p^judices of the king against me, from the honour 
I had of beTongfaig to the ^rince^ ftc. That the ari^ 
swer I made was, that my mcHnations were sincere^ 
as I sutoos^ their kind acceptance was also; and 
that ft>r me rest, I must leare it to them. I then put 
her in ndnd that I tiever asked anything of his rcfyal 
highness ; that he neTer pronnsed anything to me, till 
ibitr koon^ after I had quitted my eaaployment; and 
that I then testified my surprise to her, and acqoaiBted 
her with aU that {Atfsed. She said, she remembered 
it very weM. I then reminded her how, from my ap* 
pearance as a senraat at Cliefden, I formed a plan of 
temner and moderatton ; that, knowing her right way 
of tmnking, I ventured to commufucate the plan to 
her, and b^ged her protection in the Execution of it^ 
even before we returned to town-^-drnt I always had 
persisted in it, and never would engage in any other. 
She replied, it was very true; she was a very good 
witness of ii^ and would alwa^ assert it, /kiL % adbed 
leave to watt oja her at Kew, if she should be there at 
my return, which she gave me in- a very oUighig manf* 
faeti and then I came Iwme to Hammehmutfa by ten at 
i^^t. 

July 90.— At half past lAree, without goiiK to bed, 
Miss Do^ngton and I set oui in ear postcnaiae for 
Eastbury; iv here we arrived the same day at six In the 
aflernooi&. 

Sept. 15.— Messrs Dodin^n^ Ralph, and ^ went 
to Poole, to poH for a sheniT aod mayor. We lost 
both elections, and I think Mr Trenchard's election in 
danger. 
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Sbpt. 26.—- We returned to Hammersmith. 

28. — Went to Mr Pelham's. He gave me ah ac- 
count of earl Poulett's correspondence with him, about 
the vacancy at Bridgewater. I mentioned that I had 
written to his lordship, to make it a means of recon- 
dlinfi; the ^imily. He seemed much indisposed to- 
yna& Mr Vere. There was company, and so we could 
not talk Ailly. At council, there was nothing to do 
but to prorogue the parliament, and issue a proclama- 
tion for a Scotch peer, on the death of the duke of 
Gordon. 

Oct. 2.— Went to town to meet the duke of Dorset. 
I made his son's submissions to him, and endeavoured 
to procure a fidl reconciliation. We had a long con- 
ference. He alleged the many almost unpardonable 
provocations, which I know to be true ; but did not 
absolutely refuse to forgive him. He boggled much 
at the freeing his son from his debts, ana said that 
nothing but his distresses drove him to think of his 
duty, and therefore he expected some actions to con- 
vince him of his sincerity. To this I said, that as to 
enumerating provocations, I thought our most rational 
point was to look for reasons to forgive, instead of 
materials to continue the quarrel. That as to paying 
the debts, I wished it was come to that, for I could 
make that circumstance very practicable. As to the 
motives of his son's repentance, I aUowed them ^ but 
he must allow that they, were, too ofte», the same with 
those of us all to our common Father, to whom we 
were more obliged than we could be to our naturaf 
parent — that God accepted our repentance, though 
grounded on distress; should toe then refuse it when 
offered to us ? As to actions, what should they be ? — 
would he please to subscribe. This was matter of 
some difficulty; and as the conversation had been very 
long,, we' agreed to meet again, to consider if any tem- 
perament can be found. I greatly doubt it; but if 
lord Middlesex would help lumself—- though I think 
he will not — it might succeed. 
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Oct. 4.^1 went to town to see Mr Peiham, and laid 
before him the utility of his taking the occasbn of Mr 
Poulett's death, to make up' the quarrel between the 
earl and his brothers, by choosing Mr Vere Poulett in 
his place. Mr Pelham would not enter into it, as Mr Vere 
hacl left them unhandsomely, and had treated him' ill, 
pcTsondly, wherever he could be heard. He was in- 
deed for the union of the family, but he wodld have 
nothing to do with Mr Vere, from his personal beha- 
viour, though he could very well live and treat with 
those who opposed, and even personally opposed him ; 
which, considering those he nas about mm, was, I 
thou^t, saying in eflfect that he would take a blow 
from a strong man, but not from a weak one. He 
then said that they knew nothing positive as to' the 
king^s coming; but should know by the next courier, 
whether he designed to go to Hanover the next year. 
For that he had written to his brother, to beg to know 
of: his majesty, whether he would have the parlia^ 
ment meet' before or after Christmas. We touched 
inion the subsidies attending the election of a king of 
the Romans : Mr Pelham's face fell, and he grew very 
uneasy upon it, and expressed much dislike at the way 
it was conducted. He said, he was alwtEiys against 
these subsidies ; that his idea was, that if the dissent- 
ing electors would give in the ultimatum of their de- 
mands, and perform the conditions before they recdved 
the reward, then indeed, when we were sure of our 
bargain, it might be wordi considering if it were pru- 
dent to pay the price ; but, to be buying one elector 
after another, was what he abhorred and could not 
approve of. It must have an end— >he had declared so 
in parliament, and, as I was not present at the debate, 
he would tell me what he said, tor he found that he 
had been misrepresented. I told him, that I had 
heard from many quarters how he was understood; 
that though I was satisfied that he' said nothing but 
^^t was proper, yet, whatever was the general accep- 

H 
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ttdoto W8» wditb aitettdiDg to; I MutiiiiM^ lliAt it 
'vffts allowed on tfH Inaids mttliefloelucd ag^iiBst tli^ 
Bubsidies m genend^ but tlimfc he was tar Ae pUMgii, 
iaaandf as it was to be the laA» aad a» he bad good 
fcason to thiaky h would eertatnly attfidn the end : ihtt 
ft was by soBidbody fietened t^Km hkn, who, lejectt- 
ing all tlttt others had 8aid» dedued that he toted lor 
iluiiiy^ siogly on the assurances ffifea by hins. Mr 
Pdham rqiiied. Who? Pitt? I said No; I thoiadbt 
k was Mr Fax. He repeated^ m a low foke^ Olr, 
Fox ! wkk great signs oi nnearaness and discompo^ 
sure, and in that skuation I left him. 

Oct. 9.*»I recwed a letter from Mr Cresset^ drift 
hde royal bigness would see me this m0nmim,r I 
aosde haste to dres&» and got to Kew by half an faonr 
after deven. I saw her royal highness Tery aoen: 
sbe, the ladies Augusta, Elisabeth,, and I went out, 
and we walked widtodt sitting down €at near three 
honrs* We bad much talk upon all manner of-piiiuis 
subjects, serious and ludicrous. Her befaanouf was 
apen^ fr^ndly, and unafiected. She commanded me 
to dine, and to pass the afternoon with her. When 
we came in we met lady hfiddlesex, who had sent me 
word she was to be there. , We tiralked m ihe after- 
noon till it was dark. As we came in, she said that 
she had a petition from the princ^ that we wcMold piajf 
at comet, of wfaidt he was very fond. The party was 
the princess, the prince of wJes^ prince Ectwai^ the 
ladies Angusta and Elisabeth, ladies MddleseK and 
Chmdotte Edwin, and myself. 

1L-**I received an account from Bric^eweter, tfant 
at the mayor's feast Mr Balch, who was present, was 
dediu!ed candidate to succeed Mr Poidett. i sent 
an abstract of the letter, with one of my own, te Mr 
Pdham. 

13. — Saw Mr Pelbani, and spoke to him about 
tUs sudden event at Bridj^water. He agreed that it 
was wholly earl Pouktt's mult, in not detoryniniDg^aiid 



neMnoEMBiiiiig somebody sooner. He oeouwd to be 
«ril enough iati6fkd» from ihe ckaameter I had mea 
buDofMrBalcb. 

Oct. 15.— 'The princess h«nng sent to desire'me to 
pus this dftjr with her» I waited on her accordingly be- 
tween eleT«Gi and twelye. I saw her immediately; her 
M^ highiifMW» the children^and lady Charlotte Edwio 
went walking till two^ and then leCumed to prayersi 
from thence to dinnee. Am 000a as dinner was. over» 
she sent for me» and we aat downto comet. We rose 
fiom [ilay about nine : the royal children retired, and 
the princess called me to the iarther end of the room» 
and the two ladies (hidy CSmrlotte Edwin and lady 
Howe) who were to sup with her, remained at the 
q^ier end. She began by eayiog, that she liked the 
prince should, now and then, .amuse himsdif at smiil 
play, hot that princes should newer pbj deep, both £ar 
the example, and because it did ,not become them to 
win great sums. From thence, she told me, that it . 
was highly impfoper the manner in- which the princess 
# * « « bdmred at Billi; that she played publid^ 
all the evening verydeep. I asked wiw whom ? She 
said, with the duke ana duchess of Bedford : that it 
was prodigious what work she made with lofd Ches* 
tcrfield: that, when his lordship was at court, she 
would hiinlly speak to him, at least, as little as was 
possible to a man of his jmik ; but that now, at Badi^ 
she sent to inquire of his coming before he airived; 
and when he came, she sent her complsments of «Zf 
pecting him at all her parties at play; and that he 
should always sit by her in the pubuc rooms, that he 
aught be sure of awarm places &c. I asked her how 
these ' demonstrations with hun and the Bedfords 
were to be rq>resented to the king? She said she 
-did not understand it. That the duke of Bedford, 
.when he went out, treated the duke of Newcastle v^y 
ill to the king, not only as to public, but to private 
matters, with relation to lord Gower : but that some 
time afterwards,' in the sununer, the duke of Bedford 
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feleBted, and asked an audience, when he unsaid great 
part of what he had said before (and on which account 
the king had been very much displeased with the duke 
of Newcastle), and attributed it to misinformation. I 
asked her if that could be so ? She repHed she was 
sure of it, and knew it to be true. I observed to her 
that, notwithstanding this, in the winter, his grace 
(of Bedford) made a formal attack, and a very strong 
one too, in we house of lords, against the Saxon sub- 
ady. She said it was true, and that then the kingwas 
again very angry, and told her that the duke -of Bed- 
ford did not know his own mind. She h^self indeed 
had no opimon of his judgment, but said that he was 
goTemed by lord Sandwich, of. whom she did not 
think very well ; that he had made the duke resign, 
and that they were both very much comlnned, and in 
intimate correspondence with the duke of Cumberland. 
How they maiuiged with the king, she did not know, 
but she thought that they did not mean to. act at 
least, to any purpose now : that their views were upon 
the minority. I said that, in this light, it seemed hi^y 
imprudent m the duke of Bedford to resign his office, 
which office gave him a settled place in the coijncil 
of regency. She answered, it was very true — it was 
lord Sandwich's doing — but that she was satisfied the 
minority was their point of action. I said that it was ne- 
cessary for her royal highness to look about her a little, 
and to secure friends m whom she could trust, to 4iee 
that justice was done unto her in that event, not only 
from that quarter, but from all quarters ; for she must 
have observed, that the present government had taken 
the best care they could to secure themselves. She 
said. Yes, good folks I they had not nc^ected them- 
selves ; and she would act as I had hinted, not only 
for her own sake, but the sake of her son and of the 
nation. I said that, not knowing what part her royal 
highness woiild take in the regency bill, I had pre^ 
pitfed mjrself to oppose it; that I should have op-* 
posed it in a very different manner from those whp 
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xBoddled iHth itt Aat I wmM hmfe^ippoBedh upon 
jpnadplfift thmi BkmM hme made the kio^ himarif 
wewy of tlie b£Q ;• net as an oppodlion to w naiefQr 
ind bk iioiustorp^ but as a meawfe of hb niiiis^ 
aecwre their oim iJiover* at the eaqpcDse and k the di- 
ninution of the power of the crown : and I did bc^ 
Ueve that, wkh the assistanoe I was sure o^ I could 
hare hung upon the bill so long^ and have shown it in 
such lights, that at last the kii^ should hare been out 
of humour with it before it passed, as I had reason to 
beiiere he -was since. That, however, when I found 
that she took the party of acquiesoence, whidi nptm oon^ 
nderation (thou^ I thought I should hardly hare had 
the prudence to advise the measure) I was thoroughly 
eourinced was much the most wise and adrisc»ble 
node that could be taken; that then I dropped all 
i^ow of opposkion and did not go to the house, that I 
nigfat not furaish a handle to render me obnoxious : 
that, with the same riew in the late transaction be- 
tween Mr Pdham and me, I had made ten steps to 
their ooe; so that if nothiag came of it, they could 
not say that I was dearous to continue and pcopegate 
resentments, &c. 

That I tfaoi^ht the persons now in power ex- 
tremely proper for bar to go on with in case of a mi- 
noiity ; aiia all that I meant bv mentioning the re- 
gency bill was to show, that as they had taken all pro- 
per precautions for their own security, it might not be 
unreaaonable thather royalhighness should keep a look- 
out and secure such friends, who, thou^ they acted 
wi^ goremment, might see that she had her due share 
of it; for tiiat there was such a thing as being mat, 
and at the same time inconsiderable ; that we mi^t be 
bom the one, but must owe our consequence to our* 
selres. That, howerer, nothing was to be done at 
present, but to sit still and watch erents : that all was 
very wdl, tiiat the king was very kind to the royal 
children, and very resp^:tfol to her, dec. 

Jibe said, tluit mgeneral she had no ol>iection to the^ 

H ii 
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ministry— she^ indeed^ saw very little of them ; tHit» 
what she coiUd not excuse them for or forgive, was 
their not doing something for the prince's servants : 
that after so long a time and so many vacancies, taking 
no notice of any one of them, looked as if they had a 
studied design to keep old prejudices and resentments 
alive: that she was sure they might assist them if 
they would; that thev might have prevailed on the 
kine before now, if tney had set about it willingly : 
cowd they pretend they could not prevail with him in 
behalf of persons who must be indijfferent to the king, 
after what they had made him do for Pitt ? I replied, 
that I agreed to all she said with relation to their in- 
fluence over his majesty, where reason was so evi- 
dently on ih&T side, and T was the more flattered with 
it, because it was my own way of thinking, so much- 
that, if nothing should come of what was in agitation 
between me and them, and they should contmue ta 
hold up the king's personal indisposition toWards me^ 
I should impute it wholly to their want of inclination. 
She said that, notwithstanding what I had mentioned 
of the king's kindness to the children and civility to 
her, those things did not impose upon her — ^that there 
were other thmgs which she could not set over-— she 
wished the king was less civil, and that he put less of 
their money into his own pocket: that he got full 
30,000/. per annum by the poor prince's deat£— if he 
would but have given them the duchy of Cornwall to 
have paid his debts, it would have been something. 
Should resentments be carried beyond the grave? 
Should the innocent suffer ? Was it becoming so great 
a king to leave his son's debts unpaid — and su(£ in- 
considerable debts ? I asked her, what she thought 
they might amount to ? She answered, she had endesn 
voured to know as near as a person could properly en- 
quire, who, not having itm her power, could not 
pretend to pay them. She thought that to the trades- 
men and servants they did not amount to 90,000/. ; that 
there was some money owing to the earl of Scaiiio- 
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rough, and that there was, abroad, a debt of about 
70,000/. That this hurt her excenfingly, though she 
did not show it. I said, that it was impossible to new- 
make people — the king could not now be altered; and 
that it added much to the prudence of her conduct 
her taking no notice of it. She said, she could not 
howeyer bear it, nor help sometimes giving the king 
to understand her in the strongest and most disacree- 
able light. She had done it more than once, and she 
would tell me how it happened the last time. You 
know, continued she, that tne crown has a power of 
resumption of Carleton-house and gardens for a cer- 
tain sum : the king had, not lone since, an inclination 
to see them, and he came to msJte me a visit there : 
we walked in the gardens, and he, seemingly mightily 
pleased with them, commended them much, and told 
me that he was extremely glad I had got so very pretty 
a pkce : I replied, it was a pretty place ; but that the 
prettiiiess of a place was an objection to it, when one 
was notNsure to keep it. The king said, that there 
was indeed a power of resumption in the crown for 
4000/. but surely I could not imacine that it could 
ever be made use of against me I How could such a 
thought come into my head ? I answered. No, it waa 
not that which I was afiraid o^ but I was afiwd there 
were those who had a better right to it than either 
the crown or I. He said, Oh, no, no, I do not under- 
stand that; that cannot be. I replied, I did not 
pretend to understand those thines, but I was afraid 
there were such people. He said. Oh I I know no- 
thing of that — I do not understand it — and imme- 
diately turned the discourse. I was pleased with the 
ingenuity of the attack, but could not help smiling at 
the defence, nor she either when she told it. I said, 
that I thought she had done all that could be expect- 
ed; that prudence required letting tins and several 
o^er matters sleep : that I was convinced that the 
h%h and just opinion people had of her, made them 
wait with patience. -, She said, they were very good. 
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to her; th«t Oeoioe had no tjdier way of thinldflgy 
Mid woidd oertHwy aet acooidm^y; but yet, she 
diint not let anybody lunre the eomfoit of kaowing it» 
ket they shoula pat every tliiiig into a £ame : upon 
which, 8he ohaerv^ed to me the delicacy and tick- 
Mahness of her aituation. I then took the libe^ 
to ask her, what she ^oi^t the real di^xMition 

' of the prince to be? She aaid, that I knew him 
almost as well as she did; that he was veiy honest, 
hot she wished diat he was a Httle more forward 
and less diMdish, at his aae: that she ho]^ hia 
prec^tors woiHd in^fHrore him. I b^ged to know 
what methods they took ; what they read to him» or 
made him read ; and whether he showed a pardcular 
inclinadon to any of the people about him. She said* 
she really did not well know what they tau^ him 5 
but, 'to speak freely, she was afraid not much: that 
they were in 1^ country and followed their diTer- 
sions, and not much else that she could disoo^Fer: 
that we must hope it WiOuld be better when we eamo 
to town. I said, that I did not much regard booka^ 
that what I the most wished was, that his royal hi^« 
Bess should begin to learn the usages and kpowle^ge 
of the world ; be informed of the general frame and 
nature of this government and constitution, and of the 
general course and manner of business, without hia 
descending into minutias. She said, sjie waaof my 
opinion, and that Stone told her that, when he talked 
to the prince upon those subjects, he seemed to give a 
prefer attention and made perdnent remarks! that 
Stone was a sensible man, and capaUe of instructing 
in things, as well as in books : that lord Harcourt and 
the prince agreed very well, but she thought that he 
could not leam much from his lordship : that Scott, 
in her opinion, was a very proper preceptor : but that 

-for the good bishop, he mi^t be,-and sne supposed he 
was, a mighty learned man, but he did not seem to 
her very proper to convey knowlecke to children; he 
had not that deamess which ishe wought nece^sai^ ; 
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Bke did not very well comprehend him heraelf, his 
thou^tai seemed to be too many for his words. That 
she did not obserye the prince to take very particularlv 
to any body about him, but to his brother Edwardy 
and she was yeir glad of it, for the young people of 
ouali^ were so ill-educated and so very vicious, that 
they frighten^ her. I told her, I thought it a great 
haj^iness that he showed no disposition to any great 
excesses, ^d begged to know what were his afiections 
and passions. . She repeated that he was a very honest 
boy, and that his chief passion seemed to be for Ed- 
ward. I said, that as her royal highness had men^ 
tioned the n^ative which the ministry seemed to 
continue upon the prince's friends, I presumed to ask 
her about the young prince's actions towards his 
fether's memory; beomse he was, now, bred in a man* 
ner, and in hands so totally unacquainted with the 
late prince, and with those who had been about him, 
that ne might very easily l)e brought to foi^ them; 
which I feared, at the £rst setting out in life, would 
give a very disadvantageous,, if not a dangerous im- 
^^ession of him; that trifles are of consequence in the 
first outset (particularly diose that relate to the heart) 
to princes, whose lighest actions ei^age the attention, 
ana wliose elevation exposes them to the continual 
inspection of mankind; that many good things lose 
their gloss, at least by untoward impressions; that a 
great deal of power might be required to do things, 
where affection and confidence were wanted, which a 
very little might bring about, where they were once 
established by first and fisKvourable impressions. That, 
for these reasons, I should be extremely sorry that his 
royal highness should entirely forget those who had 
been feimfully attached to his father, as that attach- 
ment was the only reason that could be given to jus- 
tify the proscription which they now lie under. She 
said, that she agreed with me, that nothing could be 
more disadvantageous and hurtful to him : that it would 
affect iier very sensibly; that she had no reason to 
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tender ngmd for tbenwuBory oC htf &A&B,. eni wt 
siuB eaccnifiited k as onifih as ihe cmldx (het wboi 
they fadkaved wrongs or idljr (m chiUifiD wiU ^) to 
any that bdonged to the late prince^ ioui who aae now 
ahout her» fihe always asked then, hoiw theythought 
their firther would hare liked to see them b^iaire co 
to aovhody that belonged to hhii, and whom he rthedi 
and Uiat they ought to haye the more kindaeea lor 
them» becaiue they had lost thdr friend ^d protee* 
tor» who was theirs also; and she said, aheibuiid tliat 
it made a proper impeessioa %spou theau I humbly 
begged that she would enlthnto aod improre the peiw 
aonal inflnenw which her laany virtuesy as well as 
Batumi aiBction» gave her oTer the prinoe: that I 
was sure, that mnx her influeiiee, and the settled 
opinioii of her prudence with all Biankiiid,.all the di»- 
interested and sensible amongst us hoped for a hapi^ 
settlement of the new reign: that I did not mean BUt* 
thoritetiyely and during a legal minority^ but during 
the wBry young part of the kmg's life, and till timye 
and inclination had brought him thoroughly to weigh 
and undeiBtand what the fiovemment of a great counr* 
try was. She expressed herself ciyillv for the regaid 
I testified for her, and said, she could haTe nothing «» 
much at heart as to see him do well» and make ikm 
nation happy. N.B. I hare forgotten something Teiy 
particular^ liz, in expressing her dislike to the prin* 
oess A ■ a and tiie duke o£ Cumberland, ahe said, 
tiiat though she did not value those things, nor seem 
to see thrav 7^ she could not but wonder at the Teiy 
little regard which the duke was pleased to show her. 
That she had been at Kew the wnole summer, and he 
had never vouchsafed to favour her witii one visit. 
That she had been ill for three weel^s, not much, in* 
deed, but so that die town reports were that she was 
dyin^; but his royaL highness neyer thousht her worth 
sendmg after, even once, to know how Ae did. She 
continaect that die was very indifoent to these mat* 



U0Bf Irtii flhe conk) not hdlp wdbdering what view* 
wen 9tt the hottom of it. I tfame heme between tM 
mui^ilerftn, and hare been the more fM^^tw^r ia tWi 
conyersadon, because it carries an air of fUendsfaip and 

rates Whidi I no way eqwcted from^ a great hdy, 
hm estaUished a aMnecter for pradence in not 
opaamg heraetf much to anybody, and of gnat cautioB 
to* wImbk she «penB herself at alt 

Ocm 17.*»r saw load MkUk^ex, and had a long 
irik wkh him in pveaenee of kdy Middfeaes; and m 
the eye nu i g I sent him a dmuf ht of a letter from him 
to the duke of Dorset, which he will not send, nor do 
anjthingy I believe, ibr himseff; if ao^ he wiD render 
it unposidble for me to do anything fixr fakn: 

22.— I went to town with design to go to the prinoe's 
fritwing-room in Uadc, being in mourmng lor the 
eouDtesB Temfile; A^er a long time, tin «ui of 
Hy n dfo r d was so obligbig m to come and tell me that 
he bettered I had fbr^stten lOiat they did not appear 
in ttounuiq; that day, it being the coronadoinda^. So 
I was foftem tor slip aiway. I spoke to the sohcitor»> 
genesy to consider h<7W i wa& to open tiie tnonaction 
between Mr Pdham and me, to the duke of Vew«- 
caadet 

JM^^-»I received my diac^t from loid BfiMesei; 
«atk- a letter ia a good degree conformable to it, froai 
him to the daise of Dorset. Sent him a draught of 
aaotber to his mother, die duchesK 

Ker. 9*— «£ dined ^h <lie lord mavor. Ito coaa^- 
seMorsy bat those of the law, except tne spealoer and 
myself; 

14. — Galled at die ddkt of Dfnrset's, and delirered 
a letter to him,, and anodier for die (ioehesSy from loid 
Ifiddlesex. Afiaeh conrcrsadon to kakioe a relatioi^ 
hat could not obtain a dechaadon of die eondidons 
on which he wonld be reconciled. He objected to the 
aHige he had received^ in wlocb • he was too weM 
grounded; and next, to the incapacity he was ander 
of paying his son's delfts. I fold bom we were not 
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come to that yet— I wished we were, as I ooukl pcmit 
out means ver^ easily, to show^ that those debts were 
not so formidable, '&c. — I hinted some. We were 
now interrupted. 

Oct. 18.— -The king came to town about five o'clock. 

19. — I called at the speaker's, and proposed, upon 
supposition he was in the chair of the new parliament^ 
Dr Sharpe for his chaplain. I received a general an- 
swer of regard for me, and esteem for the doctor. ' I 
think I find that he will be iqieaker, and I 'hope he 
will get some reversion for his son as .an inducement 
for fami. 

21. — ^Went to the duke of Newcastle, who recdved 
me with very much kindness. I kissed the king's 
hand. 

22.— I waited on^the princess, and gave her a foil 
account of the transaction about a reconciliation in 
the Dorset family. She recdved it with great plea- 
sure, and treated me with uncommon condescension. 

26.-— Monsieur Lamberti, the French . agent, called 
on me. He insisted that the king must go to Hano- 
ver early in the spring— that the election of a king of 
the Romans was the thing next his heart — ^that by the 
eolden bull, absolute unanimity of the electoral ccd* 
^ge, as also that of the princes, was required — ^that, 
upon those conditions, and satis&ction . to her allies 
(the Palatine and Prussia), France would not oppose 
it; but that she would, without that satisfactioii--- 
that the pecuniary satis&ction of 1,200,000 florins, and 
the barony to the Palatjne^was settled,. but. the ex^- 
pectation of Ortenaw was not— that when Bavaria left 
France for the house of Austria, the recompense was 
fixed by the treaty of Fussen; that we .engaged for 
the penormance— that a private treaty was sdnce 
signed by the duke of Newcastle, Messrs Munchausen 
and Haslang, h^ which we forther engaged to make it 
good— that the Bavarian subsidy was to be augmented 
—that of Cologne to be settled. I asked why all 
these things mi^t not be n^odated at London, as 
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well as at Hanover; he rq>lied, because the miidstera 
who treated those afiairs there did not come hither — 
that these were another sort of men, men of business 
and abilities, whoUy bred for n^ociations, and not for 
characters and show— that the German princes also 
sent thither their confidants and ministers of state, 
who never came to London as resident envoys — that 
nothing further of effect could be done here this winter 
m that matter, and that all the negodations would be 
with France about the limits in America; and, as to 
that they had cart loads of memorials to exchange 
with us whenever we pleased. 

Nov. 27.-— King's birth-day kept. Lord Hillsborough 
began a conversation with me at court. He thought 
there must be some disturbance arise from the Pitt 
party; that, though thev were so well placed, they 
were still uneasy ; that tney neither liked others, nor 
were liked by them. I said, I could not conceive that 
they would stir. He said. Yes; for that I^tt's pas- 
sion was ambition, not avarice — that he was at a full 
stop as things were, and could have no hopes of going 
farther; he was once popular; and if he could again 
make a disturbance and get the country on his side, he 
then might have hopes ; now, and on the present sys- 
tem he could have none. I replied, I thought they 
coiild not part with what they had, &c. &c* He said, 
they had the Temple pocket — that, to his knowledge 
they were all as one, and would stand and &11 with 
Pitt as their head. Lord Hillsborough wondered that 
they did not break out; he daily expected it. I said 
that, in all likelihood, if such a scheme was on foot, 
his lordship would know it as soon as anybody; for 
he must be sensible that it was impossible for them to 
attempt it, without holding out a hand to people to 
extend and fortify their own connexions, &c. He 
said, to be sure, but not to him — that they knew his 
opinions too well ; that when they broke from me, he 
followed me; that he never was more than commonly 
acquainted with Pitt; that Pitt had once dined at his 

I 
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houM^ 8n4 they BHght visit perhaiMi Qaee in a wioDeiif 
that his lorvUhip loved Oeoive Greim^ jpersfmaliy^ 
but no wayfi espoused his politics ; that, for himself 
mdeedf his alliance with lofd Kildare naturally led him 
to Mr Fox, and that he was much more likely to sue* 
ceed than Pitt ; that the Pitts could not be quiet, but 
had been dabbling with the prince^ and that thdr plans 
were prevented by the prince's death, as to be sure I 
knew and Mr Pelfaam knew; therefore they must be 
disagreeaUe to each other, and they could have no 
hopes of rising by him. That Mr Fox had somethiag 
very frank and open about him, and that he resolved 
to push for hb turn— 4iot by o]^x>8ition, for he had a 
fioiuly, and could not alford to part with his emolu^ 
ments ; but, if accidents should nappen, he pretended 
to succeed; that iadeed Mr Pelham'slife was as good 
as his, and he would not oppose him ; but that he 
should «!ideavour to be next^ and would consider him- 
sdlf as such. I asked, whether he held out his hand. 
Sec, His Icffdsfaq) said. Yes, to all the world; that it 
was prodigious how many irieada he had made. He 
had got the duke of Cumberland, the dukes of Marl* 
borough and Bedford, lord Sandwidi, and the duke of 
Richmond of course. That he was very well widi 
lord Halliiax, who seemed to trim, as near as he eould» 
between Mr Pelham and him, imd that now he was 
endeavouring to get lord Hardngton. That, if Mr 
Peiliam^as out ot the wa^ he thoiight that the duke 
of Newcwtle did not like Fox personally, nor did the 
ehancellor. As to Pitt, the xing himself would be 
against him. But, said he, I think you are not ae» 
qnainted with Fox. Ir^^ed, that I had alws^s known 
him, and always liked him very well, but had not con- 
versed mudi with him of i&ijfti He said he wondered 
at it and what should be the reason of it ? I said, that I 
fimcied it was occasioned by the other side, for th<A]igb 
I hked Mr Fox very well, it was possible he might not 
much Hke me. He said he could not believe it. I 
said, some lies mi^ probaUy be told hm, but that I 



had iiev«r deserved Ml 4>fhlm; if k wm so, his omnioa 
ef me milBt be, ai^d ou^t to be, egctremdy indinerent 
to me.' He said he had never heard anythjuff drop 
ftom him of that kind, and if he had any disuke to 
me, it must be fi^om my pushing sir Rob^ Walpole, 
fer FoK really loved that oian. I said, surely my 
breaking with sir Robert Walpole was nothing per* 
soosl to him; I did it publicly, at the expense of a 
soosiderable employment, and what Mr Fox thought 
of it was, what never did, nor ever could, pive me any 
Ae least concern. Then the conversation became 
general, the bf^nning of which I thought very sin* 
gular. 

KoT. f8.*^l went to the duke of Dorset, and ob« 
tamed of him that he would willinglv see lord Wd^ 
desex, on condition that he would torm no preten* 
Hon to have his debts paid, <or to a seat in jiariiament, 
or to a {dace. I tooK this down in writing ; but I 
doubt lord Hffiddlesex will not go ; if he does, and re- 
solres to continue to use ell his advantages, he will 
succeed. But it must be the work of time, perseve* 
nmee and insinuation^ 

^.r^I delivered the duke <^ Dorset's message to 
lord IMiddiesex, and gave him an acc<HJjit of the con* 
veisadon; I then said what I tiioiight was proper. 

Dbc. 5.P— Lord Harcourt resigned being gov^nor to 
the prince. H(s offered to do so, unless Mr Stone (placed 
as sub-governor by the ministers), Mr Seott, tutor in 
the late prince's time (biit recommended by lord Bo- 
lingbroke,) and Mr Cresset, made treasurer by thi$ 
pfineessU recommendation, were removed. The king 
^ksired him to consider of it; but lord Harcourt con- 
tmuiagin the same resolution, theardibishop and lord 
chancdior were sent to him to know the particulars of 
his complaints against those gentlemen. He rq>lied 
that the particulars were fit only to be communicated 
to the king, and accordingly he waited on Us mijesty, 
which encUid in his resignation. The bishop of Noiw 
inch sent his resignadbn by the same prelate and lord* 
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His reasons, if he gave any, I should have known, if a 
gentleman, who was going to tell me, had not been in- 
terrupted by company. 

. Dec. 6. — The duke of Dorset came to tell me that 
lord Middlesex had written to the duchess for leave 
to wait on her, and that she had ^pointed to-morrow 
morning. I hope all will in time end welL 

8. — Lord Middlesex informed me that he had seen 
the duke and duchess of Dorset; that he was very 
coldly received by the duchess, and not much better 
by them both together. This is very injudicious in 
their graces, but his lordship must persevere. . 

12. — Mr Pelham sent for Cary, the sui^eon, on 
pretence of the Westminster election, but in r^dity 
to question him about a letter which he had written 
to Mr Vane, and which Mr Vane had sent to Mr Pel- 
ham, who interpreted it to insinuate that I was out of 
humour because nothing was settled or said to me. 
Mr Pelham said, I must Know how much this souabble 
with lord Harcourt had engrossed their whole time 
and thought, and in a disagreeable manner. That 
thev could not be throwing at the king ever^ day ; that 
he had the greatest kindness and esteem for me, and 
that a proper person should shortly speak to me. 

17. — Went to the duke of Dorset, and I think left 
him disposed to receive his son kindly. I saw lord 
Middlesex, who, I hope will make a proper use of all 
opportunities. 

18. — Lord Waldegrave declared governor to the 
prince, and on the 20th was sworn on the council. 

22.— Was' with the duke of Dorset. We talked 
over the afiair of the prince's family, and agreed that 
there must be a counter story of the court side, or the 
resigners would run away with the public opinion. I 
left him still well disposed to his son. 

28. — I waited on the princess; she was pleased 
to send the royal children to prayers, and to stay with 
me. I resolved to avoid mentioning all public affidrsj 
on account of the disturbances now nresh in the prince 
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4of Wfde6*s fksafly ; and th^«fore I began by acquainting 
hist 'with iKrtiat md paased reladng to tbe reconciliation 
ifr tbe Dorset faadly, fiince I had seen her royal high^ 
tiesB. She said, ahe was afraid it would be hard to 
-ecMi^lete it so as 4o answer lord Middlesex's ends en^ 
Iwely; and she seemed to be of <^inion that, thou^ 
lady Middlesex was no ways in fiuilt, and though 
neither the duke nor the duchess had ^dropped the 
least word about her ; and though lord Geoi^ had 
t)een with lady Middlesex twice, in the same house 
with her, and never once saw or asked after her, yet 
ehe was inclined to thodK that lady Middlesex should 
go to wait on the duchess. I was glad to learn her 
opinion, for I wanted to know it, I replied, that there 
were oddnesses about th^n, wludi were peculiar to 
that fiunily, and I had often told them so. 8he said, 
there was soraetAiing very odd amonest them, and 
laughing added, ihat ^e knew but one ramily that was 
more odd, «nd she would not name that fiunily for die 
wcnrld. I scud it ^d not become me to guess at her 
royfd highness; but if it did, J was «ure I could not 
euess it in a huncked years, ^he laughed and said, 
apropos, there has been fine doings inour&milv; a 
veiy fine bustle indeed I I am glad we are rid of them. 
I said, it had indeed occasioned a great deal of talk. 
She replied, she was qinte weary of hearing it; that 
there was such an outcry at two people's leaving 
them, as if they were the most considerable men in 
the nation ; andi who occasioned as much wonder and 
outcry, two years ago, when they came to them, on 
account of thdr being too unknown to come thitha* ; 
that she knew jfiothmg of the Jacobitism, the arbi- 
trary principles, the dangerous notions of those who 
were aocused, or any such, attempted to be instilled 
into the children; that she could not conceive what 
they meant; that the bishop indeed was teaching them 
lo^c, which as she was told was a very odd study for 
children of their age, not to say, of their condition. I 
Bud t^, whatever they meant, they both must of)«n, 

i2 
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before things came to these extremitiesy have a^ilied* 
to her royiu highness, and have laid before her some 
ostensible reasons, at least, for a ground for their r^ 
solution to resign when the king returned. She re- 
plied. Never: — that she knew nothinc of their inten- 
tion, till lord Harcourt had been with the king; that 
the bishop had several times given her an account of 
the progress the children made; that he behaved in 
the most flattering and servile manner in the accounts 
he gave; and then he often insinuated that there were ' 
those about the prince who encouraged his royal high- 
ness aeainst him, &c. — ^that she told him, as the truth 
was, mat she was entirely innocent of any such prac- 
tices herself and did not know of anybody who could 
be accused of it ; and particularly, could not perceive 
by the children when they were with her, that any ill 
offices had been done mm ; that the last time the 
bishop had been with her, he complained more 
stron^v of being disregarded ; he be^ed her protec- 
tion, showing the great necessity of a preceptor's 
beinff respected and supported, &c. Upon which she 
told bim that she always inculcated in tne childi^n to 
show him great respect, and was very £sur from endea- 
vouring, or even wishing that it should be lessened; 
and tms, says sh^ not K>r love of you, my lord, but 
because it is fitting and necessary ; for if they are suf* 
fered to want respect that is due to one degree they 
will proceed to want it to another; till at last it 
would come up to me,, and I should then have taught 
them to disresara me. This she said was the last 
conversation she had vdth the bishop. I asked her, 
if she could remember when it was ; she answered, she 
thought about the end of September, or soon in Oc- 
tober. That, as to lord Harcourt, he never took the 
least notice of her ; and that she had hardly seen him 
three times the whole summer, though they lived so 
n^ together at Kew ; that, when he came for the 
prince, so far from 8en(ting in to her, he would stay in 
the hall, and though pres«sd to it by the servants, he 
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would not come iiito the picture-room where we 
ttlways sat when she was above, till she came to us or 
salt for us up. I asked if he always fetched the 
prince home ; she said. Yes ; at a certain hour. I said, 
I had heard so, and ctid indeed a little wonder in my- 
self that I had never seen lord Harcourt, when I had 
the honour to play at cards with their royal hi^nesses 
in private ; for as the game could not be up to a mo- 
ment, I thought it natural his lordship should let his 
royal hishoets know that he was below ; and I pre- 
sumed she would as naturally send for him up; she 
said, to be sure she should ; and I might well wonder. 
But so far from that, he never came near her; that he 
had been twice this year in Oxfordshire, and that she 
never knew when he went, or when he returned ; I 
then said, that I could not conceive, according to the 
common form of things, even though his resolution 
might be taken, how it was possible that he could 
avoid waiting upon her, to lay some reasons before her 
royal htthness, by way of expostulation or apology, 
before the king came home; me said, he never did; 
nodung like it; tha^ since his return from Oxford- 
shire, tne very first time she saw him was at the foot 
of the stairs at St James's, the night the king came 
(^Nov. 18) ; that the next time, was the birth-day (27th) 
in the private rooms; that he endeavoured to avoid 
her, but she got between the door and him, and took 
him by the coat, and said he was veir fine; he said, 
madam, it is all the manufacture of Spitalfields, and so 
walked ofH That the Tuesday before, he had been 
mih the king, to r^resent that her children were in 
the way of imbibing dangerous notions, &c. That he 
had no authority, and could do no good unless Stone, 
Cresset, and Scott were dismissed : that they were 
Jacobites, &c. and had been bred so, they and their 
^unilies. I said, this charge upon their families and 
education made me smile ; for that, though I had a 
personal regard for lord Harcourt, and did steadfastly 
believe that he was as faithful a servant and subject. 
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as any the present fatnily on the throne had; yet I 
was sorry to say» that I rememhered his predecesser 
foUoynng the Oxford ckcok, a very poor, but ceck- 
oned a rery shrerwd lawyer; which 8lurew<iness in the 
poor professor, as he rose, had justice done it, and was 
called gemus and^alnlities, as it really was ; for he^was 
very able, very skilful, and more eminent by bis talenlB 
and ca{»city than by his^iost. But, till the last yean 
of his life he was always esteemed a thofougfa Jaco- 
bite; he even stands impeacbed upon these {Mrinciples, 
and though not proceeded aodust, he is excepted in 
several acts of grace. That Xwas suire lord i^court 
abhorred thoee priiid|)les, and would with cheerfiilr 
ness nsk everything for this royal iamiiy; but I 
thsx^t it strange iSkat people should not allow con- 
version to be as natural and sincere in^her fiwnaiiea, 
as we had happily ex|>enenced it In lib; and l^iat, 
upon the whole I could not imagiae what*they meant 
by tins whole transaction as to the matter, and yet 
less as to the mamiar. She said that, however it was, 
the king was very well pleaeod widi them; but that 
she coud easily guess what they meant I said, diat 
now I was serious in assuring her royal hi^mess that I 
could not guess. She replied, one nnght guess, by diehr 
lalling upon Mr Cresset, who had no more to do whh 
the prince's education than I had ; that they had a de- 
sign to get his .place for another, and she thought it 
it was for lord Talbot's brother ; but as the king took 
her recommendation, now Cresset was to be broi^t 
into the quarrel; that these gentlemen were leagued 
with some greater people, whom she need not name to 
me, to get the prince to their side; and then, by their 
behaviour, to throw her off from her temper, and so 
make their complaints to the king stronger, and then 
to make her disoblige his migesty, in defending the ac- 
cused; not doubting, if they could once force her into 
any indiscreet warmth, to make so plausible a story 
to the king, as might compass their design; which is, 
to. carry the prince into those other hands at last, by 
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taking him from the people now about him, and by 
degrees, consequently, from- her. This fidling, behold 
the next step— the bishop comes to take his leave of 
me, and with abundance of &wning and flattery, thanks 
me for all my goodness to him, and all the regard I 
had been pleased to show him, &c. when he was m the 
fiunily ; hoping that I would believe that he left it 
like an honest man. I replied, continued she, that for 
the re^d I had shown nim, or any services I had 
done hun, he owed me no obligation; it was no more 
than was his due, and what I should always pay to 
anybody whom the king was pleased to put about my 
cluldren in the same station — that as to the motives 
of his leavine the family, as I was not acquainted with 
them, I could say nothing about them. Then, siud 
she, comes my lord of Harcourt, and he, in a drier 
way than the bishop, takes his leave by thanking me 
for the favours and support he had received from me 
while he yfha in the mmily ; and in return I thanked 
his lordship for the constant care and attendance he 
had bestowed upon my sons. I replied to her royal 
lii^ness that I was surprised at the whole before, by 
what I had heard from the public talk ; but that now 
I WB8 astonished. She said, she thojight she had 
some little reason to take it ill, that such grievous 
complaints should be made of managements about her 
son, without giving her the least previous intimation 
of them; that lord Harcourt complained strongly to 
liie kinjg of dan^rous notions, and arbitrary principles 
being instilled mto the prince; and that he could be 
of no use unless the instUlers of that doctrine. Stone, 
Cresset, and Scott, were dismissed. That, as he 
named no particulars, the king had sent the archbishop 
^d the chanceUor to command lord Harcourt to 
ftcquaint them with the particulars; that his lordship's 
answer was, that the particulars were fit only to be 
communicated to the king, and that he would wait on 
his majesty with them. (All this I knew before). 
.That he did so, and that she had since talked with the 
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long, and bis majesty told her that lord Hacb^urtfaad 
only mil oyer the same -general topics again, withntt 
entering into any particulars at aU; that the king had 
assured her of tlus, and she believed he had toid her 
thetnith. But, continued she, they have missed their 
ends, £or the king -was in very good humour with her 
and the chikhren, and imputed nothing to them in this 
whole transaction. I said that I was extremely picaaed 
her royal highness had not been thrown of* her temper 
by this behaviour, considering how ofiensive it was^ 
how deep it was laid, and who were at the bottom of 
it ; for taat I particularly, and I beheved ail good men 
placed thdr chief hopes m the prtace's continuing ia 
her h^ds and under her direction, and in preserviag 
that iniuence over him which was justly due to her, 
as wdi from her prudence, as from nature. Bbe n^ 
plied, they would net find it ^easy to make her kMse her 
temper. I told her of an aaonymous letter sent to 
Dr Newton, a popular f»)eacher, of Sc Geos^\ 
setting forth the dangerous way the prince's edoeadoa 
was im in, and after touching on toe doctor's f>o{itt« 
larity, cooeludjn^ by putting it to him as a duty to* 
take notice of it in the pulpit She had not heard «f 
it, and seemed at a loss to guess what it meant. I 
said, the only meaning I could give it was, though 
perhaps with too much refinement, that they had, or 
would write anonymous liters to the same purpose, 
to forty or fifty of the London cleigy ; in hopes that^ 
among so many, &tke hot-headed fellow aught be 
found, who would take fire at it, and endeavour to dkk 
tinguish himself by trying to raise a fiame about iti 
But I did not think proper to tell her royal hig^mesa 
of another anonymous letter which was sent to ge* 
neral Hawley, on Wednesday the 20tk inst.; whteh^ 
when it was opened, contained nothing to him, Init 
was a sort of a representation or remonstrance-to tha 
kmg from the Whig nobility and gentry; setting forth 
(as may be seen in my papers, No. 9) their great con* 
cern and apprehensions for the prmce's •edocatioB, 
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iom Ae harnds kt wMch be bow is ; their dimatigfeo* 
tioB iti tbe maimer in which the powef of the crown 
wfe» lodged; that indeed some of those who^ by their 
officesy were called ministers^ and onght to be so, were 
somelunes tumbled and tossed about, but that there 
was a permanence of power placed in three men, 
whom toey lo<^ad upon as dangerous; and that these 
mtfn entifdijr trusted and were goremed by two others ; 
ene of whom had the dl)solttte direction of the prince, 
mdwas of a Tory fiimily, and bred in arbitrary prin-« 
eiples ; and the other, who was bred a professed Ja* 
cMte, of a declared Jacobite fionily, and whose bro* 
ther, new at Rome, was a fiivonrite of the pretender, 
wd eren his sectetary of state. In short, the corollary 
was^ ^lat Murray (solicitor-general) and Stone, go- 
rarned this conntry. This letter was sent to general 
Qawley with an intent, no doubt, diat he should im- 
mediately carry it to die duke, that his royal highness 
■ng^t lay it bcfere die king, and make what iint im« 
pressions he oonld. Whether the general did so, I 
don't know, but I do not suspect him of so much 
6iesae; but what is certain, is, that he sent it, or car- 
ried it to the secretary of state, who had it before the 
king. What was the effect I can't tell; but I know 
th^ were very mneh intrigued to find out whence it 
came, and who was the aumor. 

17d3.*-^Aii. 3.-— Mr Furaese called on me, and 
from a conversation with the sofidtor-general, brings 
me new j^oo& of the king's imfisposidon towards me. 

9>-^Tne bishop of Pet^ix>rou^ made preo^tor to 
the prince of WalLes. 

80^^-1 had a long conrersation with Mr Vane about 
oiif nc^gocutian wira the court, and he seemed to think 
it mnch for their interest to agree with us. He ex- 
premed great apprdiensions of the duke and hia 
party. 

S5.— -The princess sent for me— I found her with 
the ladies Augusta and Elizabeth — ^we began with 
talking cxf the rec(mcilialion in the Dorset fiunily; 
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from that^ she spc^e of the Prussian memorial, of 
which I gave her my sentiments, which were, that H 
was no doubt meant to be very oflensive, not only in 
matter, but in manner; for that, through the whole, 
there is no mention made of the king, but the repre- 
sentation is made to the nadon and to the mimstry, 
which I thought highly indecent. She relied, she 
thought it perplexed them very much. I said, it most 
do so from the difficulty of finding a way to resent the 
afiront. She said, if we did resent it, that Hanover 
was open, and the king of Prussia could do what he 
pleased with it, as easily as I could come into the 
garden where we were, from m^ terrace. I replied, 
he had taken an imprudent occasion to insult the king, 
because the present quarrel was upon a point purely 
Bnglish, without the least mixture of German, and 
could not be resented on the electorate without 
alarming every prince in Germany. That the king of 
Prussia must know that the house of Austria waU^ed 
with impatience to recover Silesia ; that he was less a 
match tor Vienna, than Hanover was for him ; that I 
knew he wanted a war, because he felt his country 
sinking under the number of troops which he kc^t in it, 
in time of peace. That I did not think France was in a 
condition or in the disposition to enter into a war im- 
mediately, and tf he was not very sure France would, 
that he played very deep and very dangerously indeed. 
This part as well as the rest of the conversation, i^iidi 
was long, being carried on in the cold air, the princess 
muffled up, and mostly speaking low that the children 
might not hear it ; I shall choose to throw the prin- 
cipal parts together, as shortly and as clearly as I can, 
thougn not exactly in the order they were spoken, but 
as much in the words as I can recoUect: — tne duchess 
of Devonshire's assembly, of last Monday, was men- 
tioned; from thence Mr James Pelham's, of last night, 
which was professedly for hazard, and for the ministry 
and court. She expressed great dislike at playmg 
publicly at forbidden games ; she spoke reasonably and 
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irwnply» of the ilWtimnple and enooarBMiieiit it gavt 
lo all sorts of (fissipatioiif&c. I agreed widi her, and 
flKntioned the precautions which lovd tieasiirer G^ 
dolphin used to conceal his passion for plav, thoudi 
he practised it to the last ; (oat added, to change the 
daseourse) that it was but once a year at^ a relations' 
house ; that they had little to d(S, for all parliament 
opposition was over; nobody attended, and therefore 
it was natural that they should amuse themselves a 
little. She said. Yes, all seemed to be quiet now, but 
how long would it continue so ? they never were in so 
ticklish a situation, as at present: that they were 
fiigfatened three years aeo, but with very little or no 
reason; that now they mui reason; they must know 
it and feel it; and she was amazed they did not look 
cut for assistance and friends whom they could depend 
upon, but that their cowardice would be their ruin. 
I said, I wondered at it too^ that their own real fiiends 
and d^endents were very much narrowed ; but at the 
same tune, she would please to consider that it was 
not easy for them to make new connexions ; for people 
of rank and real efficiency, who were unengaged and 
truly neuters, were but few; and against almost every 
one of those few, either from felse representations, or 
capncBf die king had taken prejudices, which the mi- 
nisters did not care, or did not dare to combat, winch 
I supposed was the occasion of their not strengthening 
themselves. She said, with great warmth, that when 
they talked to her of the king, she lost all patience, 
fyr she knew it was nothing; that^ in these great 
points she reckoned the king no more than one of the 
trees we walked by (or somethii^ more inconsider- 
Me whidi she named,) but that it was thdr pusilla- 
mmi^ which woi^d make an end of them. I said, 
that It was indeed surprising; and if they were willing 
to acc^ of assistance, which I was confident they 
really wanted, and would not, I was much concerned 
for them; because, to be sure, in great things the king 
must eomply with what was reas on a b l e . For in- 

K J 
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taiice» lOBduDif to put a kdy of your beddiadibefv <w^ 
groom of the stoiey about your royal hi^^uKSSy wkh 
whom you must live; or your private treasurer, who 
must enter into all your little aomestic, peis<mal de»^ 
tail^, I ought to consult your indiluUionSy nay, even 
your caprice ; but to recommend one of j^our receiven 
m CSomwally your interest and the facility of your 
service . ou^t . only to be considered, and you ought 
not to be mdulged in rejecting him, by having taken 
unfavourable impressions against him, because it would 
render your service impnicticaUe; and all, so r^ 
jected, must believe that I never meant to serve them, 
or that I had no interest with you, and should not; 
long be able to support myself. She said, it was motit 
certeinly so, the Jung was nothing in these things; 
and everybody would dn^ from them- one by one,* on 
account of their own cowardice. I told her that 
surely she had a right to insist upon their acting 
otherwise, considering the great support she had given 
them in the late ticklish &mily. transaction. She 
^HHud, she had done them service; but it signified no- 
thing if they would not help themselves. I r^^ied, it 
was great pleasure .to. me to find that her royid li^;b- 
ness fiivoured those gentlemen; because, for my own 
part, I really liked and esteemed them machjn<H« than 
any .who might proimbly, and who were now endear 
vouring to succeed them; and because Iwas desirous 
tO' live with and sum>ort them; that I knew nothing 
of particulars, but that I spoke the language of the 
town, in saying that she had very grei^y and use- 
fiilly eqwused .their cause, and therefore that sine 
ou^t to have great weight with them. She said, rim 
was afraid the town said, more of it than she desired; 
that the trut^ was, it was certainlv her's and her fii- 
nuly's business to keep well with the king, and conso- 
quently to countenance those ministers hd employed, 
and she had done so ; but she did not understand that 
she was bound to them so as to be in their, hands. I 
replied, that this .was the .difficulty, and that it was 
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htad to $cfmA failing into the hands of ekhet xme nde 
or the other ; it was a ticklish situation ; and here I 
stopped. She said, she had helped them, and was 
astonished at . their cowardice in not making new 
friaids. What croond did they stand upon P Could 
they doubt hut tnat her good brother and sister were 
the whale day loi^ doing them all imaginable mis- 
chief at St James's? That while they were lessenuig 
fsnuj faTODfable thiitt, the^ were heightening and ex- 
aggerating every unmvourable one? The duke of 
Bedford stirring heoFeU and earth in the country; 
opening his house 'and courting everybody in town? 
What would become of them ? Everybody would leave 
tfaetn by degrees on account of their pusillammity. I 
said I was very sorry for their inaction, for that her 
toyal highness would please to observe that, to people 
who by their situation are thrown into politics, acs" 
tixm in diat case is, what life is to the bbay; we can-' 
not cease to live for a time, and then tidce up life 
ftgain; so in poMtics, we must act in some way or 
another, and we cannot cease action for a time and 
theatake it up again. That I wished the present mi- 
nistry unfeignedly wdl, and was desirous to employ 
all my credit and friimds in their service; that, be- 
sides my friends and their interest, I would undertake 
to choose five members for them without putting them 
to a shilling expense, or desiring them to make a tide-' 
waiter; thsufc I thought much, if not their all, depended 
en, a new parliament, and I was willing to give thenr 
my poor assistance, as her royal highness had espoused 
their cause ; and as I.was, in my opinion and mdina^ 
tion, made more prepossessed in thor favour than for 
anybody who was in any likelihood to succeed them. 
H^ ended all that was material. I am at a loss to 
guess why this great lady presses conversations of this 
nature upon me; I neither attempt, nor deserve her 
confidence, nor am I so low as to be fond of half'^^n- 
fidences. I think she must become notiiing, by eitiier 
siding with the ministry or the duke. A third party 
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of her own is her only resource in case of a nunoiilii^ 
but where she will find that party may be difficult; 
and whether she will find resolution to attempt it or 
to support it, may still be more difficult. It may poft> 
ably be her wisest party, and probably the party she 
has, or will shortly take, to take hands priTOfcdy wkii 
the duke of Cumberland, and instigated by the timat- 
dity of the ministers, agree with him and repeal die 
regency bill, and be thus sole regent in afyearaace^ 
ai^ he in el^ct. This I think certain, that if they do 
not immediately remove the duke firom the army, and 
with ^clat, he will oyerpower bc»th her and the mi* 
nistry, who will probably think of struggling when it is 
too late, but who will not, Ithink, dare to stnke when 
it might be easy and dedsiye. 

Fe& 1. — I went to the house to yote for the liberty 
to import Champaign in bottles. Lord BQllsboroogn 
moyed it ; Mr Fox seconded k. We lost the qoes- 
tion — ayes 74, noes 141. 

6.— X waited on the princess and saw her alone. I 
entertained her with town-talk and pleasantries that 
had passed where I dined. She b^an at once by 
saying she had pood news to tell me ; that they were 
very nappy in meir &mUy ; that the new bishop gaye 
great satis&ction ; that he seemed to take great car^ 
and in a proper manner ; and that the children took 
to him and seemed mightily {^leased. I said, I wal^ 
yery glad that alt their royal highnesses were pleased 
with the bishop, whom I did not know by sij^t^ bat 
that she woiild give me leaye to hope that troy wera 
all yery well pleased with the new goyemor also, who 
was my yery good friend, and for whom I had a yery 
great regard. She replied, yes, indeed; that she was 
but little acquainted with him, but from all she saw 
she had a yery good opinion of him ;^ that he was yei^ 
well bred, very complaisant, and attentiye, &c. and 
the children liked him extremely; but, says 'she, I 
look upon a goyemor as a sort of pageant, a man of 
quality for show, &c. i stick to the learning' i^^ the 
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diief point; you know how backward they were when 
we were together,, and I am sure you don't think them 
jmach improyed since. It Tmay be, that it is not yet 
too iate to acquire a competence, and that is what I 
am most solicitous about; and if this man, by his 
manner, should hit upon the means of dying them 
tbatyl shall be mightily pleased. The bishop of Nor- 
wich was so confused that one could never tell what 
he meant, and the children were not at all pleased with 
him. I said, that the whole transaction was a yery 
odd thing, that certainly there must be some bottom 
to i^ which we at a distance could .not discern. She 
Kf^ed, she thought so; that the stories about the his- 
tory of the pere d' Orleans were &lse ; the only little 
dispute between the bishop and prince Edward, was 
about le pere Perefix's history of .Henry the IVth, 
and that was nothing at all to produce such conse- 
quences. That there must be politics at the bottom; 
that there was a story of the bishop's having said, that 
Muiiray, (the solicitor-general,) when he was first ap- 
pointeq, . told him that lord Harcourt was only a 
cr^her ; that, as he (the bishop) had narts and abili- 
tsea, he might easily get the whole into nis own hands, 
and at the same time advised him not to omit so fair 
an. opportunity ; that she believed it was a lie, but if 
it Was true, the bishop must be a bad man to betray 
ihe private advice of a friend. I said, I was most 
confident it was fidse; that Mr Murray had too much 
sense to meddle at all with what did not belong to 
him; but if he had done it (which I could never be- 
lieve) I was sure it coidd only be in favour of his 
firiend Stone, with whom he was closely connected; 
that I looked upon Mr Murray to be a very eminent 
man, and much the most able and efficient of all those 
who were openly and honourably attached to the mi- 
nistry. She said, it was veiy likely; she thought 
they had very few friends, ancf wondered at their not 
getting more, and that it was their cowardice only 
which hindered them; that if they talked of the king 
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she 'was out of patience; it was as if they shoold^tdi 
her, that her little Harry hdow would not do what 
was proper for him; that just so, the king would sput- 
ter and make a bustle, but when they told him that it 
must be done, from the necessity of his service^ he 
must do it, as little Harry must when she came down. 
I replied, I was sincerely sorry, not for the pres4toty 
but that I apprehended this want of real, attacked, 
and declared mends might produce ugly conseqfUencea 
and contests in case of a demise. She said, it. was to 
be apprehended, but she could not help it. I aaid» 
that they ought for her sake, and from what they 
owed her, to think of those consequences. She ao» 
swered, they owed her nothing; that in regard to the 
last disturbances in the family, she protested she knew 
no more than she had told me — mat she never con* 
ceived it would come to an open rupture; and again; 
protested that when she heard that lord Harcourtnad 
been with the king, on his arrival to resign she was 
as Ignorant of it, and as much surprised at it, as I 
could be ; that what had been ddne since, in the re- 
placing them, was done in the puzzlisd way which I 
Knew, and in which she had very little or no share ; 
end that for the ministers she hiid never seen them in 
her life. Madam, says I, your royal hu^ess will 
forgive me, but if I had not catched myself I was just 
going to say, lord, madam! what do you mean?-— I 
liiean, answered she, just as I say ; the onlv w«j I 
<^ould see them in the prince's time, I don't call seeing 
them ; and since that time, I have never seen the duke 
of Newcastle what I should call more than once, but 
as I am speaking to you with great exactness, it was 
twice ; and I have not seen Mr Pelham at all— no, 
not once. The duke was once here with the arch* 
bishop and the chancellor, upon some formality; and 
last year, when the king was out of the way, he stole 
over to Kew, to take his leave, but has' never been 
here since his return, though almost everybody has, as 
lady Yarmouth, Munchausen, lord Aascm, &c. Air 



BVBB DODIVOTOK. 115 

PoBiaiii has behaved better, and alwa^ very dvfllyi 
he had not the same reasons; he might indeed at firsts 
before our money matters were settled, have taken 
that occasion to come; but as he did not do it, he has 
no caB; and fears I siq^pose the king's jealousies and 
suspicions, who b never without them. When the 
duke of Newcastle was with me, I very strongly testi- 
fied my surprise to him, that he. should neelect such a 
body of the late prince's servants ; that, though they 
had wished me and my part of the family, bettier than 
an V odier party ; yet, as . that was over, and they were 
willing to come under him, surely some of them were 
. worth accepting. If they were not to be rewarded 
for their attachment, it was surely strange that they 
were to have an exclusion put upon them for it GEe 
shuffled and hesitated upon this ; but at last said, to 
be sure it should be thought of, and brought about. 
I said, it was indeed surprising ; for that tnose aen- 
tlemen, insfead of having acqmred any merit by their 
services, were not even allowed the feur play that tJiey 
would have had if they had never entered into the 
service of the royal fonuly ; I thought it very disad- 
vantageous, becfuise, in case of a demise^ that all 
would be to be done, ^Hiich ought to have been long 
settled and ready to be done, in case of accidents. She 
said, that tiie duke durst not come near her for fear 
of her sister Amelia. I asked her, if she thought he 
could be knorant of her dislike to him, even to inve- 
temcy. She answered, no ; but still he was afeaid of 
her. That he had once since he came cot leave to see 
her, but on condition that somebody should be in the 
room ; but that, in the case I mentioned, she should 
soon enough have him trotting on all-fours to her. 
That she had nothing to do with them ; could they be- 
lieve, if the time ever came, that she should forget 
those whom she had mentioned to them Pr—tbat she 
diould foiget what she ought most to remember, from 
duty, fiom interest, and from gratitude? She could 
not help it»^t must be iUvn, eomme aktn. Perhaps 
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the fewer engageraents she "was under the better. Hhui- 
ended this oaier yery singuiar conversatioii. 

Fbb. 11. — Mr Gloyer dined witii me, who read fab. 
tragedy of Medea. 

12. — The duke of Bedford moved for Nova Scotia 
pflpera very ably. 

15. — The cabinet met, and sat late, on the strange 
imputation of bishop Johnson's, Messrs Stone's and 
Murray's being Jacobites, and h»nng drunk the pre> 
tender's health at Vernon's, the linen-draper's, i^out 
twenty years ago. They got but half throu^, and; 
will sit again to-morrow. 

23. — Ix>rd Ravensworth's extraordinary oMnmittee* 
ended, which began the 15th inst., and sat M^en. 
nights. 

26. — I went to lord Hobart's concert, which is ex- 
tremely good, and perfectly well understood. Hie 
cabinet met to settle the report to be made to the kh^ 
upon Messrs Stone's and Murray's affidrs, of which 
more hereafter. 

Mar. 3. — I waited upon the princess, who was 
pleased to inform me, tlutt Mr Stone was defeemuBed 
to prosecute* Mr Fosset for defimiation^ diat his coun- 
sel were the attorney-general, Mr Hume Campbdl,, 
Mr Ford, and sir Riclmcd Floyd. I said, &ou^ I 
was in no connexion with Mr Stone that entitled me. 
to call him friend, yet I had long knowli and observed 
him ; that I had a real esteem for him, and thought 
him very honest and very able, and I was convinced 
that the king had not a more faithful subject, nor one. 
more truly afiectionate to every branch of the royal, 
family ! lliat upon this foot, I was not without appre- 
hensions of bnnging such an affidr-into a court of 
justice. Failure in the least circumstance of proof ; 
tampering with evidence or juries, &c. made me a )itde 
uneasy. She replied, she was so too, but they would 
have It so ; that Stone had behaved very w^ to her 
and to the children; that, though it would be treaaoa 
if it was known, yet he frfways spoke of this late priaoe 
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with gMat ntsptct, and with mat dvilky of all thoae 
whom he knew the prince had a real value for. lint 
lord Harcottrt behaved very differently; that he not 
Mily behaved very ill to her, but always spoke to the 
children of their £Either and of his actions in so dia- 
respectfiil a manner as to send them to her almost 
ready to cry; and that he did all he could to alienate 
them fitnn her, insomuch, that thev themselves were 
sensible pf it; and that Geoige had mentioned to her 
onoe> since lord Harcourt's departure, that he was 
afraid he had not behaved to her sometimes so well 
as he oi^ht, and wondered how he could be so nusled ; 
to which she answered, no, but that now and then, 
not with quite so much complaisance as a young gen- 
tleman should use to a lady. I said, I flattened myself 
she Would find a verv diflferent behaviour in k^rd 
Waldegrave. She said, yes, indeed; that she liked 
very well all she saw^ of him. I hinted, that this whole 
thing seemed much deeper laid than at Murray and 
Stone, and that it struck at the Pelhams. She said^ 
most certainly— they must be blind if they did not see 
it, and^the greatest cowards aHve if they md not resent 
it; that now was ^e time, and they were undone if 
tfcuBy ntt|lected the opportunity; she repeated, they 
were undone ; that the king took the thmg highly in 
their fitvour, and talked of it as the most unworthy 
atuu^ and told her that Stone had served him fidth- 
fiilly diese twenty years, and that he knew all that he 
himself knew; that if he was a peer everybody would 
think him proper to be secretary; that his majesty had 
been unth her an hour and held this sort of conversi^ 
tion. I said, I was hi^py the king had taken so fi^ 
▼ourabAe an impression; that I hcmed and believed it 
would last; but, however, that it snould be made use 
of while it was so strong, because it was possible it 
mig^t cool ; considering, as her royal highness hersdf 
had been pleased to observe to me, who those persons 
were who were always about the king at St Jsane^B, 
and that the ministry had nobody there. She said, to 



}18 ««X DIARY TOf 

be fure, they must strike wbile the iitm was hot» or he 
nxkied; that she had told Stone bo, who said they had 
fiiomised to do what was proper, and that she had re* 
pfied^ Mr Stone, it is actions now, and not words that 
must be expected ; that she had seen her great, great 
fiit friend (the duke^ who talked to her about it, and 
asked her if she dia not think it a very disagrteable 
affiur ^ that she answered, yes^ but tha^ she did not 
Tejjard it. He asked her, if she was not very aony it 
hi^pened ; that she Nplied, not at all, if the ministers 
would msike a proper use of it. She told me then* 
^t Murray had benaved with spirit, and made an ex.-r 
ceeding good speech, of \^hich she gave me a detail as 
lar as she remembered, and particularly took notice 
that he had marked strongly that it was not he nor 
Stone that were princq>al]y struck at, biift that it went 
home to the ministry. 

Mar. 6. — I went to a cause at council ; the solidtoi^ 
Jwho was for the appellant, left the reply to the attor* 
Bey, during which we had a conversation, whereia he 
aequflinted me with his behaviour, that he was brought 
in by in^lication only; that. Stone was principally 
meant and named by lord Ravensworth, who nrom 
what F(X3set had said to him in private conversation^ 
came up and insisted that Stone should be dismissed, 
and that so peremptorily to the duke of Newcastle, 
that he was obliged to k^ it before the king, who 
alighted it; but Stone insisted with him, to have.it 
examined into, which ^ve. occasion to die bringing it 
before the council. When he (Murray) heard of this, 
he scait a messi^ to the king, numbly to acquaint bis 
majesty, that if hie should be called before such a com- 
mittee, on so scandalous and injurious an account, he 
would resign. his office, and would refuse to answer- 
that the iaxig highly af^roved of it — ^that when.it was 
over, and Stone had bera heard, he thought proper to 
demand an audience, and made a speech, part of 
whieh he repeated to me. It was fuU of spirit, and 
chai^ged the matter Home^ as a. deep-laid QomtuimtioR 
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agmnat the ministry, &c. I said, eveeyb^ saw it iif 
the sanie light, and thought, that If they did not aietj 
they were undone; that the king was now in the most 
&Tourable disposition; but how long it would bat 
nnght be doubted, considering who were nearest' to' 
him, and that there was nobody to parry for the mi* 
nisters. That I had some reasons to think the prin^ 
cess was much alarmed at their inactivity ; that, unless 
they could show they had strength of friends to second 
•her, bow could she support them ? That I had it from 
cofiee^houses, that the design was to end in i^ealin^ 
the regency act, and making the diike regent ^ that {if 
they Sd not represent strongly to the king, that if he 
Uked the absolute tranquillity of the two houses he 
must leave it to them to make use of such iaatnjane»(B» 
as they thou^t proper to continue it) they we^^ 
mined. The solicitor approved of all I said, step by 
step, in very strong terms. He seemed nfoch alamed 
at the repeal of the r^ncy bill, and said, that alii 
said was true; that they must act or be uMone; they 
themselves kniew it, and he thought they eertsonly 
wbt:dd act, and he particularly improved of what ' i 
{^oposed should besaid to the kin^. 

Mar. 8.-- i-We went to 'see the manufacture ^ of 
tapestry from France, now set up at Fulham by the 
duke; The work, both of the gobelins ismd of cb^'ot^ 
called isaronneri^ is venr fine, but very dear.' 

W, — Ml* Pelham, Mr Vane, Mr Fiimese and I 
dined together, by appointment, at Mr Vane^s. ■ Thte 
offer of our thorouni attachment, in retuiii^for && 
Pelham's thorough friendship and protection in bring- 
ing us into court, was renewed, and my vi^ws of 
meaning to support their power, and not snaring itas 
a minister, was explained. Mr Pelhom, in a very 
frank arid honourable manner, declared his r^ desire 
and inclination to accept our friendship, and return 
his ovm : that if hb friendship was su£Gicient to eStct 
the whole, he would with pleasure encage for the 
whole :- but' that he could not answer for 'the king, 
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idioM prejudices were veir strong t^^siiist me, aail 
dbaeffy tor my havms ({uitted his service for his sob's^ 
ice^ but that ererytmng in his pow^ he vooki do to 
TCmove them, to make way for a measure so truhr 
agreeable to lum. I then entered into a detail (whidft 
I oflSsred to prore) of the injustice uid unreasonable- 
ness of these nrcgudicesy and then said» that from this 
long account, ne might naturally expect a leqaeat to 
enter into a justification^ either by myself or by faun : 
but that I did not desire to justiQr with the king. 
That all I desired him to sa^ to the Idne was, that 
though it was never in mv intention to offeqdfais majesty, 
it was sufficient that he was displeased, for ine to 
think myself to blame; and that to induce him to 
fi»giye me, I humbly offered him my services, and all 
the interest I had in the House and out of J i^ for the 
rest of my life. I added, that I thought this subiua- 
aion, and this ofier of five members at least, should be 
aufficient to wipe away impressions, even if I had been 
a declared Jacobite. He said, it was all that could be 
said, and all should be made of it that his credit could 
make. But that, if it should be practicable, and I 
should be in any statbn, and the ni^ should not be 
prevailed on to bdbtave to me as I might justly expect, 
I n^ht grow uneasy, and be dissatisfied, as in the case 
of Fitt ; to whom mey could never persuade the king 
to appear. commonly dvU. I answered. No, not in the 
least. . He said. Yes, I might fimcy so, and he believed 
I shoukL I replied, that I answered with oertaiiil)r, 
because I had considered and made up my mind dboot 
that. That idl I wi^ed of the idug was, to make me 
over to him (Pelham>, to let him cBspose of me as 
he thought fit, and eamr him to receive my friendship, 
attachment, and, services. That I desired by no 
means to encroach upon his majes^s time, or 
thoughts, or behaviour, provided he would give him 
(Pelham) leave to employ me for his majesty s ser- 
vice,- in the waj^ that was most agreealde to him. 
That I would give him my reasons widi the utmost 
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fteedom; wludli mpe, tbat indeed if I was a new 
nan, and in any slationy I should, in paying; my courts 
o^ect that sort of civil retiufn which was my due: 
but after such unworthy prejudices, and so void of all 
feundadon taken against me» I should never desire any 
omversation or intercourse with his majeatf, more 
than a distant, but profound^ respect on my side^ and 
that, as seldom as was consistent with the duty of n 
most fiuthful and respectful subject. Upon the wholes 
Mr Pelham behaved in so opesa and noble a manner, 
as to choose to make it plain, ten times at least 
(though he did not make use of the expressions pre* 
dselyT, that I should rather see that he wanted power, 
than nave any doubt of his sincerity, if it did not suc- 
ceed; and that the doubt of his strength and power 
alone hindered him from promisinff positively to 
elfect it: and tho^ore, if I judge this ru^t, I am 
obliged to him, and am determined to be ms friend, 
whether it succeeds or not. 

Har. 22.— Went to the House of Lords; the duke 
of Bedford opened the affiiir of Fosset's rqport against 
the bishop or Gloucester, Stone and Murray, and im» 
pealed to lord Ravensworth, who opened li&e wfaorie 
transaction in a long narrative. Then the duke, m a 
lonf speech, founded his question upon that narrative^ 
n^ich, in substance, was to address the king for the 
molo proceeding bedfore the council : The chanoeUpr 
and duke of Newcastle answered him, and to make 
this question (which was foreseen, and I think needed 
n»t to be so timorously apprehended)^ the more un^ 
necessary, they had obtained of the king to dispenae 
with the oath of those lords of the council upon this 
occasion and to suffer them to acquaint the House 
with die whole proceeding, wluch those two lords did 
pretty much at lane. The debate was long and 
neavy ; the duke of Bedford's performance inoderate 
enou^ ; he divided the House, but it was not told, 
for there went below die bar with him, the earl Hart- 
covrtp lord TownAead, the bishop of Worcester, and 
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lord Talbot 'owly. Hie l^op <^ Tforwich and lord 
liiBrcouit bot(i spcke, liot' to nmeh |>uTpose; 'but 
neither of them m the least supported the dtike's 
ouestion. Upon the whole, it was the worst jadged, 
tne worst executed, and the worst, supported point 
that I ever saw of so miich expectation. 
. I will now, set down in writing the exact triit^ of 
thb strange itnportant trifle. 

. Mr Fosset, Messrs Murray and Stone, were much 
acquainted, if not sdiool-iello^ in early life. Thdr . 
fortrnieled them di£ferent Ways : Fosset's was to be 
a country lawyer and recorder of Newcastle. J<»hn« 
son, now bishop of Gloucester, was one of their asso- 
castes. On the day the kang^s birthKlay was kept^ 
they dined at the dean of Durham's, at Durham ; this . 
fbsset, lord Raveiisworth, ma^r Davison, and one 6r 
two more, who retired after dmnerinto another roopi ; 
the conversation'- turning upon -the late iMshpp oi 
Gloucester's preferments, it was asked who was to 
have his preb^id of Durham: the dean said, that the 
last news from London was, that Dr Johnson wsis td 
have it : Fosset said, he was glad ^at Johnson had 
gbt off so wdl, for he •remembered Inm a' Jacobite [ 
several years ago, and that he used to be with a r^a^ 
don of his who was very disa&cted, one Vernon, a 
mercer, where the pretender's health was frequendy 
drunk. This, passing among a iew fiimilJar acquaint- 
ance, was thought no more of at the dme : it spread, 
howeiKr, so much in the north (how, I'never neard 
accounted fdr) and reached town in sudi a mannei^ 
that Mr Pell^m thoueht it necessary to desire Mr 
Vane, who was a firielid' to Fosset, and who employed 
him in his busoness, to write to Fosset, to knoW if he 
had said this (^ Johnson, and if he had, if it was 
true.' 

This letter was written on the 9th of January ; it 
.came to Ni^wcastle the Friday following. Fosset 
was much surprised ; but the post going out in a few 
hours after its arriYBl, he immediatdy acknowledge 
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tipA letter bj a k>og but not very explicit answer 
,Xoici Friday l^a(^)eiied to be the dub-day of the 
neighbouriiig gentlemen of Newca8tle«-as soon w 
lord Ilaye98Worth» who wsas a patron and employer 
of Fosset^ came into the towii, Fosset acquainted mm 
imth the extraordimMry letter he had reccdved: he 
told hioi^ that he had ahneody aoawered it, and being 
apked to. show the C0py» said he Isept none; but d^ 
JRred lord Ravensworth to recollect, if he held such a 
.conversation at the Deaaei^of ■ Durham, the day 
Mppcioted for the birth-4ay. . KaTen8iM:>rifch reeollectod 
nothing at all of it. The^ went to the club tog^e^ 
and lUyensworth went the next momiiigto seehia- 
mqUier in the neighbourhood, . with whom he st^d tSU 
Moi|da^ : but this thing , of such consequence, lyiCig 
.upon Jus, thoughts, he returped to Newcastle. Qe 
and Fosset had another contersation) and in en- 
deavour^ig to refresh each oth^s manory about thiy 
■dread£ulf4eUnquenc^ of Johnspn, Fosset saod, he could 
not recollect positively, at such a distance of timc^ 
whether Johnson drimk those healths, or had beea 
presei^t at the drinldng th^n, but thalt Munay and 
.Stone had done both, seyml times. Ravensworth 
was exceedii^ly alanned at this, with, relajtion to 
Stone, on account of his oSoe about the prince; end 
thus the a&ir of Johnson was quite foivotten, and 
tiie episode . becKme the priiicipaf Mrt. There were 
mi^ny more conferenqes betweien .Ravensworth an4 
Fp^et upon this sulgect, in which the latter always 
persisted that. Stone and Murrav.were present at the 
drinking, and didi drink those: hepdths. It may be 
observed here, that, when he • was examined upon 
oath,, he swore to the years 1.731 or 17^2 at latest. 
Fpsset comes up, as usualj aboiict his law business, and 
is examined by. Messrs Pelham and Vane, who never 
had heard of Murray or Stone, being named : he is 
asked and answers, poly with relfition to Johnsoq, 
never .mentioning either of the others.: but the love of 
hui eountry» his kip^. f^d p<of(teiiKy, burfied so ^tixwfig 
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in RjBveiiswortliVboBOiii, tfwt lie eovld lunre no im^ 
tfll lie had dkcorered this eoomdtf, Acoordh^y, 
when he came to town, he acqunnted the ministry 
and ahnost all his fnat ftiends with it, and insisted 
tnpon the removal ofStone. The ministry would have 
slighted ity as it deserved; but, as he posisted and 
had told so many of it, iJiey conld not nelp layiiig h 
-before the king, fdio, diough he himself stilted k, 
was advised to examine it, whieh examination pn^ 
duced this most injudicious proceeding in Paiiiament. 
Tlie dnke of Devonshire was die only one of die 
eommitlee, who was absent from the House. The 
mimstersy and indeed, everybody else did fnwigwM^ 
and, I brieve still do, that this whole affiur is com- 
bined with the resignations^ and that there was a set 
of pretended friends to the Pelhams ready to take ad- 
vantttte of it; and I l^w that Bir Pelham did tlbink 
that this motion would g^ great lights to it How 
frtf thev expectations are answered, I eieulnot say; 
mine wei« entirely ditiq[ipointed, for die whole was so 
BI conducted and supported, that I should almost be 
Cemtyted to believe, tnat the grounds whkh caiiied 
our conjectures into a mt of certainty, had no fiwii- 
dation^all. « 

Mar. 29.— -I waited on the princess, who seemed much 
{leased that the affidr had caided so well in the house 
of lords, and said, that it was owing to the kkg^s 
steadiness and resolution diat it went no fiirdier : that 
his majesty took it with flood sense and proper fon- 
ness, without which the lords of the cabinet would 
not have behaved as thev did. It is remarkable, that 
this is the first time tnat I ever heard her speak 
AiTOurably of the king. In mentioning my reasons €ot 
htmm an (pinion of Bfr Stone, witSout bavins any 
fiiracuhip widi him, I said, that from thence f was 
fflad when I heard he was placed about the prince; 
She replied, she was not; on the contrary, she was 
veiT sorry, and much alarmed at it I was surpmed^ 
and asked why ? She answerec^. becausa die piiaee 



BUBB DAfilVOTOV.. 125 

faadt «iwli3rB tatt§^ ker to bdieiiB^ that StDne was a- 
Jricobhe, mid that ;^e cKd fifinly bdieie k: thatte: 
pibtee ^Raa convinced of it» and, when 4ifflurs went ill 
abffNKl^ .used to say to bcr in a passion, how could 
haitar be-'expedied, when such a Jacobite as Stone 
was trnbted} 

MkY 2>H-Lord Middlesex and Mr Forrester were 
with m^ to suggest a plan for laying a state of his 
kifdship's debts before the didce of Dorset: they 
amount to-15/)00i/. 

7.^^Mr Ralph gilve.me an account that Mr William 
B^ckfol^ was wiSi him last Saturday, and told him, 
that they had a body foamed, not a large one, which 
would act togiBther : that they found it necessary to 
eaoploy the press, and that they thought him the 
ablest person, &c. That they proposed settmg forth 
a papier. He. desired to know witn whom he was to 
l»6{«tigaged, besides Mr Beckford? and asked if the 
duke of Cumberiand was to protect them ? He wias 
answered, with the duke of Bedford; but Mr Beckford 
could not teU whisther his royal highness was ooo- 
eefned. Ralph thea asked^ if he, with his instmmeBlSj 
was tOi be secured and protected agninst^ law prose* 
Gutions ? what establishment for nimself ? and- if he 
was to lay down his ovm plan and irrite in confonntty 
to it, or if it was enpected that he should be confined? 
Answered, that he would be thoroughly protected, and 
by those wlio would own him in both houses ; that 
his allowance should be handsome, but could not then 
name the sum, and that he was to be at entire liberty. 
Upon which, being pressed to go to the duke of Bed- 
ford, who desired to see him soon, he promised Mr 
Beckford to take an early opportunity of \raiting upon 
his grace. 

8. — Mr Vane, now lord Barnard, called upon 
me : I talked very strongly to him, and told him of 
the open manner of enlisting all sorts of people against 
the Pelhams* I mentioned Ralph's resolutaon, and 
put him in mind that I had oficved \m (Ralph's) ser^ 
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pvoperainaDiMr Mr PdlittmlMKlidaeledliini: Itoli 
mnOf that I had nMon to eq>eot that Pelham shoald 
have given up fak rescntmenti agauist lam^ on my ae- 
ooiint ; bat tnaky ceitainlyy prudence should have made 
hun do it, for Iub own -sake. Lord Barnard thougiit writ- 
ioff of grest consequence, though, he smd, Mr Pelham 
dm not. I r^lieoy that Mr Pelham mistook himself; 
that no man was more susceptible of its eflbcts, and no 
man more easily hurt by it: was these a s tr ong er 
pKoof of it than uie present case? What was this irre* 
concileableness against Ralph occasioned by, but tin 
hnpression of a pamphlet, which, after all, the maB 
did not .write f That I was sura Mr Pdham would 
rqient it very soon, and that I no way fiother inter* 
lered in it ; yet I desired he should know this, and 
more particmarly, that (as I had given him the crilbr 
of a most useful, lumest, and able man, and upon Us 
ngecting it, had, some time since, given him fiorwam* 
ing by him, loiti Barnard, of what wouid happen) I 
must have no complaints or insinuations, or even 
tltooghls, that I was any way, act or part, in anvtUfaig 
that mi^t come out: it was language I woiud not 
hear, and insinuations I would not suffer. I was Bony 
lor the step^ because I knew how naturally people 
were misled when they were hurt. Who couul tdl 
what a man, that had been secretary of state, mig^t 
fimnsh ? and how galling it mkht be rendered by the 
aUest pen in England ? That I was grieved to see so 
little spirit opposed to so mudi vehemence and vim- 
Imce, as their declared enemies acted with ; that their 
efficient enemies, it was true^ were but few in number, 
but yet, they were the ki^s son and daughter, and a 
duke of Bedford: tiiat I thought the Pelhams had 
not three such efficient friends in or out of St James's : 
that my fears suggested, and reason confirmed me, that 
if they did not exert themselves and give proofk of 
their power to the world by their protection to their 
ftieadBy niimben liroBld gmdually drop firom thcnt 
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dulliMbaUdepeiMfediqMmtiieiiewpariiiiiieM thai 
I hoped they wtrt actiipe aboat it : that I had tone 
litBe mfluenoe, as well as positive iaterest, in that 
dectiQB ; bat that I knew no more what th^ were 
whoaty and how to i^ply that influence, than if I had 
nerer known their names : he was, howerer, to utodei^ 
stand me, that these were the fears not the complaints 
of a firiend : that I meant no complaint, for thai I had 
nothing to complain of: that I meant and asked the 
Pdhams' fiiendih^ and good-will, and in return of^ 
fered them my sendees and attachment: that Mr 
Fdham was pleased to accept this ofler, and to prc^ 
mise his fiiendsh^ and countenance in return ; that I 
nefer asked him for any emolument, at anv tune, or 
in any manner : that his lordship knew I had been re- 
quested to do so, but that I never would ; having re- 
sohred to leave it wholly to Mr Fdham how he thought 
proper to make use of my personal services; those 
that were in my power, in my present situation, I had 
.prcmnsed, and he should have them. Nothing but 
words had, as yet, passed between us, but he should 
see tiiat I would act In my present state, all I could 
g^ Urn was my country interest and influence in the 
dections, and he should have them. I would certainlv 
choose any two he pleased at Wevmouth, and, thoum 
I loiew notlune of his measures, all my influence should 

P> in the way ttiat I could guess he most wished : that 
did, and should leave the rest entirely to him, with 
rega^ to his fulfilling his part If he thought I could 
be of no further use, I could not helf) it; but if he 
thouffht I nug^t, he would produce me in the^ way in 
whi^ he could best enaMe me to perform it : that 
this was wholly Mr Pelham's affiiir— -it did not defend 
upon me ; for what depended upon me, I should cer* 
tainly perform: that, therefore, though I desired he 
should know all this clearly and explicitly ; yet I ex- 
pected he should understand it, as it really was, the 
naked sentiments only, and apprehensions of a friend, 
wttiioiitany mixtttre of complaint^ or having the least 



li$ . THE piAaT:.OV 

intcndon to compkup. I lasfe fyf^num to ini«rt Im 
its places VI instance of ' their timidity towai^ their * 
friends, which I mentioned to lord -Barnard, and whic& 
is too striking to be <Hnitted. I asked - ^ lonkhip^ 
how^ he thought our friend Murray felt, to find Uiot 
his friends in power sufiered a most offensiye and 
hurtfid calumny, meant at them also, to be fixed on 
him and made matter of ejSamination ; instead of being 
rejected with indignatipn by a court the most unpre- 
eedented, through die whole proceeding,; ths^. ever 
met I I sup^se,. said I, you will tell me that these 
were reasons that made it unavoidable : I know thems 
the Cavendishes; would not stand it, but leaned th» 
other way. Stop here a moment— is not that saying, 
let it hurt whom it will, let it be never so inconveni^t 
and lessening to you; we will not forfeit, nay, not ven^ 
tnre one atom of our credit with the herd; Munay 
condescends to defend himself; he treats calumny and 
clamour with the noble spirit tiiey deserve, and art-^ 
fully winds in an apology to them : they are then sa- 
tisfied. That is, after his haying been the sulgect of 
an illegal inouiry into an impertinent, disgraceful im- 
putation, and not having the least speck appear up<m 
mm, the ministry are satisfied. To be sure, Munay 
must think himself greatly obliged to them. Af^ au 
this, and when the same scandal was brought into the 
most public assembly, with the impotence of proo^ in 
order to spread it through the nation, whi^''dohis 
friends in power do ? they say^ he was effectually jus- 
tified, witncnit doing one act to show their resentment 
of the persecution he had sufiered, either by disgracing 
the, abetters or punishing the authors ot it. How 
must a most able, active, openly attached friend feel 
such tameness I He replied, he thoi^t (and I believe 
he did think) as I did. Mr Pelham • ^oke to me at 
council, and told me that he had seen lord Barnard, 
and that he thought himself extremely obliged' to me 
for what )iad passed . between us; he sa^ he was 
highly sensible how much he owed me, and that he 
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noiild «oon fad n opportanily to talk with me at 
htttte. 

Mat 10.— Mr Ralph was yesterday with the duke of 
Bedford ; he was very well reoeiTed, hut nothuig was 
poflidFely settled. I think he has acted predpka t ely, 
but I- dare not restram him for fear of becoming aa- 
Bwerable for conseouences beyond mv power. 

Jvm 96. — LordBanutfd, colonel Vane, Mr Pelham, 
and Mr Fumese dined with me* We had not a sii^ 
word about busuiess^ bo that I look upon that trMiaafr* 
tkm to be over. 

July 18.— I passed the day with the princess of 
Wales, by her order. I was tery friendly and kindly 
received; our conyemtion was chiefly or a domestic 
lamiliBr nature. Nothing very remarkable in pofitia^ 
eicept my observing that pe(x>k^ who, chiefly out of 
regard to her, hadfleclined alt oppontion» and were 
very ready and desirous to contrilxite to the serrioe of 
the present ministry^ notwithstanding this» were sdll 
to remain in a state ofnroscription ; that such peopte 
were pretty much snaffled by the apprehension that if 
they resented it» they mig^ be considered as being in 
cmoaition to her and to the young pnnce» to w&m 
their attachment and aflfecdon was inviolable and in- 
variable. Whereas it was hard to bdyieve that the 
treatment^ which their royal hidinesses met with, was 
so cordial and endearing^ as to oUige them toespouse the 
qnamls of the present court ; especially agamst those 
who were driven into those quarrels by ^ treatment 
they met with fifom their attachment to their royal 
highnesses and to the late prince. She said, to be sure 
it was so; but she was not so ezfdieit upon that head 
as I wished. She gave into it, but rather seemed to 
allow it than declare it. 

89. — I went to Eastbury, and on the Saturday fol- 
lowing I dined at lord ShaftesbOry's, who was deter- 
Buoed not to co to the meeting at Dorchester, for the 
nominatimi of the kni^ts of the shire. But finding 
that I was to go^ he was perplexed, and more so by a 
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Itftter he racemd at dhaer from iard Vi^, m^ttwt- 
ing him to attend. We left his lordship uneasy and 
irresolute. 

'^ Aug. 7. — 1 was at Dorchester to. assist at the meet- 
ing. Lord Digfov was brduglit infthe winter to ode by 
lord HiUsborough* from Messrs Pelham and Fox. He 
asked for my interest, as determined to stand on the 
•Whig interest I told him that if no relaticm or per- 
son, with whom I had particalar connexions, should 
-set up on die.«ame ixtidbest, mine was at his service: 
from that time to the present moment, I neirer saw 
lord Digby, nor was I consulted with by any .of his 
friends. 

- Soon after my coming to the Antelope, at porches- 
•ter, he came to me and re^pested my jG»YOur ; I told 
faimtthat was my only busmess there. > He soon re* 
turned with lord lichester, and they both pressed me 
to stand with' him, winch Idedined. . Lord Milton^ 
Messrs Dmx, Trenchard, and most of the Whig party^ 
cameto me. I found that Mr Trenchaid was to pro* 
pose lord Digby, but that nether he nor his uncle 
iQchester had consulted, or concert^ Anything with 
anybody. I said, there could be no doubt<of the Mlugs 
eanytng the election if they resolved upon it, IpHScause^ 
to my knowledge^ two-thirds of the tpropertyof the 
coun^ were in their hands, and because X had carried 
it for Mr Pitf s fiuher (who.was scarcely capable) when 
our property Was considaiably less. • But, whetiiier 
they woiHd resolve to go through it at all'events,. I did 
not in- the least kmyw : that I supposed lord Digby's 
adviser had asked and knew : but, if not, a p^y 
meeting 'should he held and consulted. Everybody 
appealed to approve 'of this: the lords Hchester and 
Digby both told me, privately, that Mr Pelham enr 
eouniged lord Digby to stand ; and that a little before 
the parliament rose, Mr Pelham took Icird Di^y aside 
in die house, and said, that he was informed it ,would 
certainly do, and pressed him to go on with it. I re- 
piiedtohim, that X did not know from whom 1^ Pel- 
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ham Wl his information, but thi|t it did not' cohie from 
me ; that I would do him all the services I could, and 
all the return I desired was, that he would remember 
T was noways consulted nor advising in the . aflaih 
We went up to the meeting about noon. I believe, of 
Whigs we miffht be somewhat more than thirty gentle- 
men ; when tne Tories came, we were about one hun* 
dred. 

Aug. 7. — SirHobert Long proposed Mr Pitt. Bir 
Bingham returned Mr Chasm's thanks to the coUnty, 
and his excuses for declining; and then sir Robert 
proposed Mr Sturt to join with Mr Pitt. Mr Tnen^ 
chard proposed lord Digby — nobody said a word. 
When Bfr Francis Seymour i^oke a few words in supr 
port of Pitt and Sturt, in order to keep the county out 
of mimstenai dependence — to thiis nothing was oroied 
on pur side till people began to move ; when I thought 
it i^cessary to .take some notice of the expressions, 
which I did, and concluded by saying, diat I should 
gve my interest to lord Digby alone, tfll I saw farther. 
Thus- it ended, with very mile spirit of their side» and 
with none at all of ours. 

11.; — I was at Bridgewater, and, with Mr Balch, 
eanVadSsed -near half the town. The. people did not 
cl^oose to speak out, thoi^ very few declared they 
were erigaffed'to lord Egmont. 

> l8.— n^ returned home to Eastbury. The exees- 
eke badness of the roads and weather, with the nature 
of file bunness, made* it much the most disagreeable 
jonmey, «iid the most fatigmng week I ever past. All 
this trouble, vexation, and expense, ais well as that to 
coiiie,^ows from a set of low worthless fellows, whofind- 
ing they shall tiiot be bribed without an opposition, have 
prevailed on lord Egmont to lend his name, to whom 
they will give one vote, that they may be- able to, seU 
the other. And notwithstanding,, as things now appieai^ 
his lordship has no chance of making his election. 
This be does not see,. nor that the Tories (though' 
partly for other reasons) make his greatest strength ; 
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90 that he is setdngup an intefest, wMdk, if it AaaM 
snoceedy he could never ait in ottiet for that place. 
Bat thoo^ I think he has no cfiance at present^ yet 
the uneasiness and expense wiE be the same to me as 
if he was sure of success. 

Oct. 3. — ^We returned to Hammersmidi firom die 
eountry. 

Bfr Fox called on me and expressed great citnlities 
on account of my behaviour to his nqihew, lord 
Digby at Dorchester. 

9.— I went early to Mr Peiham, and talked with 
him about Bridgewater: he gave me the stron^jest 
assurance of his assistance, and promised to write imr 
mediately himself to PMl^ Baker, to convince every 
body of his fnendship for me ; and that the custom- 
house officers should be prc^riy taken care o£ I am 
persuaded he is sincere. 

28. — I was with Itfr Pelham again, who has done 
all that can be expected hitherto, and promises to 
continue all his endeavours to support my election at 
Bridgewater against lord Egmont's opposition. In 
this affidr he 1ms acted, and I am convinced he wifl 
act, the part of a real friend. But I do not find duit 
he has made any progress in the great p<Mnt of 
smooth^ my way to the king. 

23.— 'Hie princess of Wues and lady Augusta^ 
attended by lady Bfiddlesex and Bfr Breton, did^ Mrs 
Bodington and me the honour of break&sting widi ua. 
After breakfiist we walked all round my gardens: we 
then came in, and they went into all the rooms except 
die common dinine<^arlour: when we were coming 
down stairs, I told their royal highnesses that there 
was one room which I had fonotten to show them ; 
diey desired to see it, and found a cold collation (for 
it was near three o'clock.) The princess veiy 
obBgii^^ sat down, and we ul ate a very hear^ and 
very cheerfol meal : she staid with us till the day be- 
gan to dedine, and behaved with infinite ease and 
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of a quHMeVy bat the truth of his illness proceeded 
from m fall m>m his horse. 

Nov. 3. — Mr Ralph told me that he had made hk 
peace with the ministry by the means of lord Hartinff* 
tody to whose &voiir he was reconmieiided by Bir 
Garrick : that he was to have 300/. a-year and 800/. 
immediately down, to rmy to those he was engased 
with, the money they had adyanced to him. Mr FsU 
ham had told me au this before, as also, that it was 
contrary to his opimon, but that his brotho* was un- 
easy about it, and therefore he had acquiesced. 

7. — I saw Mr Pelham : he told me that lord Poulett 
went immediately out of town from waiting, and that . 
he had had no conversation with him, but a*broken 
one, while he was waiting to be called in bv the king. 
His lordslnp had told him he had seen his letter, om 
denied that he had ev^ said Mr Pdham was for l(Mrd 
Egmont, but that he (lord Poulett) was for him, and 
would feirly own it. Mr Pelham r^ied, that it was 
not material ; but that he Hord Poulett) should pul^- 
lidy declare at; the mayors feast, that he (Pelham) 
was indifferent between the three, when his lordsh^ 
knew he had so explicitly declared himself in fiivour 
of me and my friend, was very singular ; as was also^ 
his bdmg for lord Egmont, when he (Poulett) had 
offered and promised both his iKrother and him^ to do 
as they should desire him, which the^ told hun was 
entirdy to assist me in eveiything. He was called in 
to the king before lord Poulett cmild make an answer. 
iThe king asked him about this election, and lord 
Poulett's behaviour, and said, that he knew he had 
made up with his son before he died, but the kii^ 
ccMuld not tell whether the reconciliation was owins 
to me or lord Egmont, but that one or the other haa 
a hold upon him. Mr Pelham said to the king, that 
he knew nothing of his own knowle<ke, but to con- 
jectured it mig|it be by both, and that he believed 
lord Pouktt's plan was as fiir as he could contrive, 
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tittt the ekctioii ahcmM fiUl upob loid Egnvostand 
meJ The king said he thought so toQ» but that w)m 
not enough, and then asked hub how he thought il 
would go ? Mi- Pdham answ^red^ that he did not 
fiiul by me, that I was disposed to give up the mterest j 
but when it came to mucn expeiose and much tEeii^Ue^ 
which must be the consequence, he 8uppdsed> as his 
tafyesty did, that their design was to let me see mfi 
own election, and in that case I could not say how it 
would go : for that he did not think he had a righl 
in the present situation I stood, to insist upon my 
engaging to go through that expense and trouble to 
Jee^p out an opposer, when my own election would be 
easy without it. I told Mr Pelham, that I would be 
at a word with him: that the fact and the interest 
.was exactly as the king and he understood it : that 
Us to the infer^t, my seat did not -depend upon it — 
that I had nobody to succeed me, whom I could wisli 
should be the better for :it :, .to this he agreed. I 
added, that when: I did things, I never did them by 
halves: I professed attachmait to him, and that where 
.1 had any interest, I meant to exert it against thoae 
who. opposed his administration: that, therefore, I 
dfistred him humbly to assure his m^esty, in my name, 
.thAt my election was not the object, for that I would 
undei*go the sfune trouble and the same expense, to 
ik|^^ out anybody that differed with his ministers as 
I would if i^y oWn 3eat was in auestion« Mr Pelham 
proBUsed me, he would make the kindest use of. my 
declaiBtkitns; 

; . Nov. 8.r^I' waited upon the princess, who received 
with greftt goodness : she complained of the little 



r^^d paid, to her recommendation of the late 
pnnce's servants: she supposed, she said, the mini- 
sters meant a great rctgard to her; meant it, but had 
not shown it y^t. . . 

15.—- The parliament opened. I went to hear the 
.speech, which was very unexceptionable. In the 
house of lords, the duke of Newcastle jbrought ia a 
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bOl to repeal thd act of last sesdon in feVour of the 
Jews. Doctors Seeker' and Dnimmond, of Oxfbnl 
and St Asaph, spoke for the repeal with senthneDta 
of charity, comprehension, and liberty of consdencey 
highly becoming them, and to the honour both of the 
dmrch and state. 

Nov. 17. — The princess sent for me to attend her be-* 
tween eight and nine o'clodc. I went to Leicester 
honse expecting a small* companj^ and a little mune» 
but found nobody but her royal highness. She made 
me draw a stool and sit by' tne fire*«ide. Soon after 
came in the prince of Wales and prince Edward, and 
then the lady Augusta, all in an undress, and took 
their stools and sat round the fire with us. We con- 
tinued talking of fimnliar occurrences till between tui 
and eleven, with the ease and unreservedness and 
qnconstraint, as if one had dropped into a sister's 
house that had a &mily, to pass the evening. It b, 
much to be wished that the princess conversed fttiii- 
liarly with more people of a certain knowledge of the 
world. The princess's attention to me seems an indU 
cation of a good heart, as if she resolved as far as it 
is in her power, that the prince should not forvet 
those who were beloved by, and deserved well of his 
fiither. 

• Deo. 11. — I saw the duke of Newcastle, and con- 
vinced him that my trouble and expense at Bridge* 
water, was only to keep out a man who opposed 
those to whom I attacht^d mvself : that my own seat 
was not concerned in it: that the maintaining^ the 
interest there was, to me, nothing, having nobody to 
bequeath it to. I then told hhn that, io tmae matters, 
those who would take money, I would pay, and not 
bring him a' bill ; those that would not take, he must 
pay; sind I recommended my two parsons of Bridce- 
water and • Weymouth, Burroughs and Franklin : he 
entered into it very cordially, and assured me that 
' they should have the first 'crown livinfls that should 
be vacant in their parts, if we ^ould IooIl outand send 



190 ram diaet of 

imn tff f^ fint i«**JlW| |fr!iffff. I fih f>f» just tow?itgd VpOtk 

what had passed between Mr Pelbam and me. He 
professed his knowledge and approbation of the whde. 
X said, I must think that so much o£fered and so little 
asked, in such hands as theirs, and at a time when 
boroughs were a commodity particularly mariEetabl^ 
could not fiui of relnoTiqg^ at leasts resentments^ and 
of obtaining pard<m, which langus^ I was willkig to 
hold to my sorere^a, but to no other. His grace 
was very hearty and cordial, and protested that e^eiy 
thing should be done to show thdr true regard and 
friendshjn for me. He did seem to lay no great stress 
upon difficulties with the kiiu. I conduded by telling 
hun, that I had no desires of being in fiivour with the 
ioDf, or even well with him, or alK>ut him : that all I 
desved was that he and his brother might be able to 
say, that the king left me to them — ^tlmt was all my 
price. He answmd rety cordkdly to appearance. 

Dia 18.~-I waited on the princess and^stayed with 
her two hours. Much freedom and condesoension-r- 
rather too much of the first on my ode. I ende»- 
▼ouied (by her ordeO to explain to her the present 
unhappy divisions in udand, and bagged her to make 
the ponce thoroughly master of them. I told her, 
that, though I did not doubt but that the present heats 
would somehow, and in appearance be allajred, yet I 
was sincerely gneved at the consequences which mig^ 
firom kidifuowog numbers of a rich and thriving people, 
most copmaliv attached to the fimuly hithato, arise 
in a new and youi^ rei^p : diat I did not IUlc the 
pioQ>ect. She replied, with a visible akeratbn in her 
countenance to a mixture of fierceness and grie( that 
I had never seen before^— It is true, and we have 
other very disagreeaUe prospects. Then, very sud- 
denly, she recovered her pUcidness of look and voice. 
I saic^ Indeed, madam, i do not see any. What at 
that nuMnent struck her, I know not, but it was very 
fordUy : perhi^ it might be the duket She told me 
some instances of the prince's &timg the aubjeOioit 
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he WM under. (I have smce'- heard, that priice 
Edward complaina ot it, .and. of his brotheir's want of 
vpiikX I said> it; was to be wished he could have 
more company. She seemed ayerse t;o . the yomtt 
people, from the excessive bad education they ha{ 
and from Jthe bad examples. they pare.. .She appear* 
uneasy, and indeed her situation is very disagreeaU^ 
and much to be pitied. . ' - 

Dec. 25.— *The earl of Home, on Sunday night, brought 
the account from Ireland, t^at the Irish parliament} 
had rejected the bill for the appropriation of the sur-, 
plusses (which was altered in council, here, by the- 
addition of the king's consent only) by five voices^ 
A dangerous event, and productive of more mischiefs 
than I shall live to see remedied I 

•Tan. 8. 1754 — I went to White's, to a ballot for 
increasing the old club, which passed in the n^^tivje, 
34r to 10. At ah election, the earl of Huntingdon had 
one blackball, and the earl of Hillsborough had threes 

24. — I had much talk with Iprd Bamftfd,.who gave 
me strong assurances of the friendship and regard of 
the ministers for me : that they would do everythtng 
possible for me, with the king: that nobody died to 
make room, and they could not turn out. Many 
instances of their pusillanimity withQi^t his perceiving 
it hunseUl He. declared his and their detestation of 
fiCr Fox — Qeoige Grenville's insolence in refusing to 
come to town, and of opposing the number of seamen, 
without .the least notice to Mr Pelham — Pitt's per- 
fidy, and his party's making, up to the prince — that 
Banington would not accept of being chos^ at Salt- 
ash, but would be. elected at Plymouth, which borough 
was designed for admiral Clinton, lord Lincoln's 
uncle — that Fox had asked Mr Pdham for the first 
vacancy in the treasury for Harrington, but had been 
absolutely. refused — that Dsupplin was to have it, and 
lord Northumberland was to have the first blue. 

ribband. ^ i : 

m2 
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Jaw. 89>^Weiit to ^ dnkeof l^eaide, and got 
the living of Bvoadworthy for Mr Bummglis. 

Fra. B«— My old aad intimttte acquuntano^ po<» 
JMr Hansen, died suddenly. 

14.— I waited upon tlie princeM, who was aittBig 
to Leotardi for her mcture. Lady Augusta only was 
with her. 

28. — Council at St James's. The iudges attended 
and were called in. A charse was defiwed to them 
{the long present, and in his name) by the chan- 
cellor, to be by them given on their rei^iei^e dvcuits, 
aninstirreligion, immoralitv, murden^ poisonings^ &e» 
liiis was in consequence of a motion m the bofue of 
lonis, by die bishop of Worcester, for something to 
be done by the legislature to this effect, in conse- 
mience of the last pan^gn^h of the king's speech, at 
tile opening of the sessions. 

Mar. 6. — As soon as I rose, I received an account 
that Mr Pelham died at six o'clock. 

7. — I went to lord Barnard and stayed with 
him till five in the momuig. We had a long conveiv 
sadon, and agreed that, if Mr Fox came into Mr Pel- 
ham's place, their interest was entirely undone: that 
Mr Fox had declared he would have it ; that he had 
served up to it, and it was his due,' and that he was 
resolved to give way to nobody: that the Pitts, 
Lyttletons, and Grenvilles had written a letter, that, 
if Mr Fox had it, they would oppose: Uiat lord Bath 
had sent a message to the chancellor, that, if Fox 
came in, old as he was, be would muster up a party 
to oppose: that he was sure Mr Furnese, I, and my 
friends, would also do so: that Fox was at loid 
Hartington's, between seven and eieht on Wednesday 
morning: that Hartington was ror him: that he 
thought the duke of Orafton was so too, who had 
behaved most in&mously to Mr Pelham, and was a 
most perfidious man: that Mr Pelham led a n^ost^ 
uneasy life from his brother as well aslrom some 
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iunily affidn : that when lord Barnard died, the duke 
of Newcastle sent him a letter directed to the earl of 
DarHnatonj, and told him he must take it as the only 
mark tkea in dieir power of thdr particular regard to 
him: that, some tune after the duke proposed him 
ttid the lord chancellor to the king for that honour, 
who refused both, and told him, he supposed he de> 
8^ed to leave nobody on the baron's bench; and 
BOW that he had cheated lord Barnard out of the 
settlement of succession to his estate, he wanted to 
make him amends by promotiDj!; him to be an earL 

The duke went to Cambnd^ for ten days, but 
made his brother, Mr P^lham, give his word, that he 
would not stir in this thmg during his absence. Som^ 
body acquaints lady Yarmouth with it, who puts tha 
king in better temper about it. She bids Mr Pelhaai 
move it to the kmg: he excuses himself upon his 
word given to his brother : Ae says, they must agree 
that among themselves ; for the long is prepared and 
expects to near of it. Mr Pelham moves it, and it is 
favourably received. The duke returns, ^and the 
moment ne sees his brother, flies into the most violent 
passion, that he had told lum a lie, hrcke his word, 
&c. Sec, with such intemperance, that Mr Pelham 
wirat away to the solicitor-general till he cooled* 
Friends interposed, but the duke, another day, flew 
into the same intemperance to lonl Barnard and Mr 
Arundeil, in presence of his valet de chambre, that 
he would /aurt his brother, that he would make him 
know that he should not dare to do anything in his 
absence, &c, and they did not see one another for a 
fortasigfat. This story diows the uneasiness of Mr 
Pelham's situation in Ins private life. Lord Barnard 
pressed me much to suggest whom I thought proper to 
fill Mr Pelham's place; J said, the s^icitop-^that. 
would not do—- he would not take it — ^the peodije 
would not bear it. I said , then put a lord at the 
head, and make a chancellor of the excheqaer.-— 
What lordf-p- Why not lord Carlisle ?---The best he had 
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htnrd named. Any but lord Winchelsoi ; his be- 
haviour had been such to Mr Pdhiim, that he would 
never sit at a board with him; that if ever. the duke 
of Newcastle suffered lum in any eoqaloymenty while 
he had any power, he should look on lum as a very 
mean creature; that the duke of Devonshire waa eient 
for, who went to Chatsworth last Monday, but he 
doubted if he would ccHne; that Mr Pelham was my 
friend sincerely, had often mentioned me fiivourably 
to the king, and when I had executed what Fhad 
engaged in, about Uie elections, he hoped to be able 
to serve me, but would not tell me so, till he was sure 
be could do it^this I took .for moonshine.] ' As an 
instance of Mir Fox's perfidy to Mr Felham, h$ aiud, 
thilt he set the king upon bun to repeal the pkcebill, 
which Mr Pelham, absolutely refused; and now, lately, 
upon the endeavour to repeal the oath in the bribery 
act;;; the day it wa^ to be . moved, he was with Mr 
Pdham at two o'clock, and gave him his word, that 
he would not speak for the repeal, and then went to 
the house and did speak for it. Lord Barnard con- 
dudes, that he (Pox) went from Mr Pelham to the 
duke, who commanded him to speak ; and the rather, 
because being at the house himself, he saw lord Sand* 
wich in the gallery, and observed, that, as soon as Fox 
had spoken, that lord went away. He said, that 
Sandwich was a most dishonest man ; that the duke 
of Newcastle was, at first, in raptures of fondness for 
him; and when he grew angry with him, Mr Arundell 
told Mr Pelham it was his own &ult — he had nothing 
to complain o£; when he knew that he. betrayed. 
Chesterfield to him, what re^on had he to think or 
to be surprised that he should not betray him to the 
duke? 

Mar. 9. — Waited on the princess.' We began by 
laughing about' the plavs. I then told her, that, as I did 
n€>t design to troulue her long, my message should be 
short ; and it was only, to put her in mind and desire 
ker to remeudbier, that at this tiiue of dumges, luul at 
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ill olhen that mi^ Iii4?peii» mf first eugagemenCt 
were to her and her houae, to whichy when she would 
let me know her pleasure, all others were to ciTe 
place, and should be subservient. She received it 
most kindly, and said, she was thoroughly convinced 
of it : and diat no chsmffes that could happen ought or 
should make her and ners forget my mendship and 
attachment to them. . And now, madam, says ^ if 
your roval highness pleases, we will return to the 
play. But sbie could not quit the sulgect— asked 
what I thought they would do ? I said, I mid not seen 
anybody who could be supposed to have any direc- 
tion; that I did not, in the least, desire to be informed 
by her royal hi^mess, but that, to be sure, she mutt 
have some li^ts idxMit it. She answered, she had 
none. I said, that was a fimlt, and that she ou^t to 
have them ; that the ministry of kte years had been 
Mke children round a fire, teUing stories of spirits till 
they fri^tened one another, that they dared not look 
bemnd them ; that it was become necessary, that she 
should give diem courage; that the people were vefy 
sdidtous to see something that looked as if she had 
a share in it, and that her security was considered; 
that I would not mention what was said, btoiuse par* 
tia^ hemes were mentioned unfiivourably. She re* 
plied, what could she do? To get things into the 
nanda of certain people, was as impossible as to move 
St 'James's house ; and lor anything else, what did it 
mguifyf Besides, she supposed uiey knew where 
iJocester house stood, it was open. I said, that 
means should be found to direct than; for, what 
had happened to Mr Pelham would iKXUier^ or later, 
wul in less time^ happen eh^where. She said, nhn, 
eomme dun, I relied, that she would be piqued to 
considar, that die would have these, and only these 
hands to work with, if she continued as she was ; and 
it might create some difficulty to begin with those 
where there was so little correspondence or connexion. 
She said it was not an agreeame prospect; she hoped 
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te. king wmild da what W9»ht8t; but she thdvgbt 
Mr Fox would succeed Mr Petbam, and she was rery 
sorry for it ; and this great dislike of Mr Fox's eoming 
in, she repeated several times in the rest of our con* 
versation. 

Mar. 12.— I had good intelligence that the princess 
took what I said to her very kindly, and that, she ex- 
pressed herself fayourably of me. 

14.-^IHned at Mr Stame/s — and here I must take 
iiotice of the extraordinary scenes that have passed, 
since the death of Mr Pdham* 

He died about six o'clock on Wednesday the 6th. 
Mr Fox was at the marquis of Hartiiigton's .before 
eight that morning. Negociations begun. The duke 
of Devonshire was sent for the same day : he came 
on Saturday night, the ^th. I was informed that, as 
Mr Fox was si^ported by the duke and the princess 
Ennly, to succeed Mr Pelham, the plan to disq>point 
him was, to revise the treasury, but to ofSst him 
something that was better than dbe war office ; which 
they hoped and believed he would refuse, and then to 
incense the king against him j and show him that Fo% 
.would take nothing that was c(MnpBtible with the duke 
of Newcastle's remaining in power. This I was tc^d» 
but could not figure to myself what that something 
was to be. On Monday the 11th, at night, by die 
intervention of lord Haartii^on, between 3ie duke of 
Newcastle and Mr Fox, Vie king agreed that the 
duke- of Newcastle should be at the head of iAie trea- 
sury, Mr Legge ohanceUor of the exchequer, and 
Mr Fox secretaiy of state. I knew, it early the next 
morning, and findmg that was the something, I .thou^t 
it a something that must ruin the duke of Newcaslie. 
On Tuesd^ night, this was declared to . thb., cabinet 
council.. Wednesday night, the 13th^ Mi*. Fox had # 
meeting with the duke of Newcastle, where,. aa it after- 
wards appeared, they differed about the powers tW 
hd (Fox) was to be trusted with in. his oIKce: for he 
understood, by lord Hardngton, that he.w9te.JtQ have 
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tlie^^reotioii of the house of ebnnnoiii^ and had ac- 
^Oiinted me that morfaingy foy Mt Ellis, a lord of tlua 
aSfaiimllnr, that he was to have the absolute direction 
of that hoiis^ but undeF the diike of NevrCEMStlei aad 
as his' man, who was to remain in full power, yiMk 
the whole confidence and secret of the king. . "Bai 
fimdin^ at this conference with the duke of Newcastli^ 
that either this was not meant ; or, that he was not to 
be trusted wkh sufficient powers to execute it pno* 
perl J, they parted dissatisfied; and the: foll0wii^[[ 
morning, Thursday the 14^ Fox wrote to the duke 
to be excused from accepdng the seals of secretary. 
This news I heard at dinner, . and was: much surprised 
at it, as was the whole tewn. One side sayahe used 
and wrote the Esost abject subnussions. to get the 
seds : he says, that he only ofiered, as he really meant^ 
to serve absolutely under the duke of Newcastle, and 
01^ required sufficient powers to be able to do it in 
the' house without exposuig himsel£ * 

MkB;' IS.-i^oMr l^hs came to me with the avowal' of 
Mr Fox, to give me the material part of this accoiuif, 
adding that, as. a proof of what Mr Fox meant^.he 
instanced Mr Cuaggs being lord* Sunderland's man; 
when he had the treasury,' and was ki fiill power with 
the late kin^^and also, that he had dedared to the 
duke of Newcrade^ that he never, desired- to toudi a 
penny of the secietNiervice money, or to know the 
dispoaitixm of it,.' fiirther than was necessary to. enable 
hnn io speadc to the members without appearing ridi- 
culous. He ended with strong assurances of Mr I^ox's 
repard and friendship to me, and his desires of having 
nune in return x^-^^— this very strdne. 

16.— 'Wint to see the duke of Newcastle. Much 
company,' and no c^iip^unity to talk with him. Thia 
day came out a new commission of treasury, such as 
I never saw. ' The duke of Newcastle in. his brother'^ 
place, and the foul* former eommissioBers--none of 
them diancellor of the exchequer— that cemaimug 
with lord chief jusdce Lee. 



144 THX 3MAET OF 

Ifuu ia--DbedwithiM^tliecui8o£C!o'veD^,Jtf« 
Iff, Teiii|ile,aiidmiaboraqg|i; kmbSdwige^Blobir^ 
awl BanJngtoB; air Fnmdi Dmhwood, and Mr 
OaoigB GreiiYille. Hie talk wai» that sir Thomaa 
BakinMii was to be secretary of stated and that he 
kad tefbsed it-^tfais tras not believed. Lord Baning^ 
too staid after the comnany nere gone» and told me 
Mi tnuuactions with Mr Pelhaniy rdating to the 
tieasiiryy and hut Thursday with Uie doke^ of KeiF> 
castle. He states his promises from Mr Pelham too 
strongs if what lord Barmud told me be true— and bv 
his oonversation with the dnke of Newcastle^ I think 
he will not hacfe it this time; at least, not before lord 
Di^i|^n. ' • 

19w — I was to wait upon the duke of Newcastle^ 
whoi, with great seeDuns idndness, begged me to ooow 
to lorn on Thursday^ by nine in the mcMmine : that 
he was sensible of my friendship^ and would encKaTomr 
to deserve it; I saidC he certamly did deserve it; but^ 
I hoped he would show the world that I had his. 
He rq>]ied, that he would use all his endeavours. 

21.— -Went to the duke of Newcastle's. Began by 
t*»^M»g Kim^ t^ftt I oonaidered and reipected toe 
weig^ he must fie under, of different kinds at this 
time; dierefore, should never trouble him but when 
it was absolutely necessanr, and never long : that I 
was come to assure him of my most dutifiil afiectBoa^ 
and nncere attachment to him, nmply, having no eno 
gagements to make melook to the li^t or to tro iefth-* 
also, to repeat my readiness to omnply with the ei^ 
gagonents I had taken with his brother, which I 
understood to be with him, and supposed he wouki 
continue to ^prove : but that, what had happened, 
made it necessary to recapitulate them, thcNo^ he 
knew them : that the engagements on my side wev^ 
to give him all the little interest I had towards the 
electing the new parliamenfr— I did it in the omnty of 
Dorset, as fiu* as they pleased to push it-— I enmed 
also, specifically to choose two membere for ¥^y- 
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mouihy miiicfa he desired naAt be a son of the duke 
oi DeTonshiie, and Mr Bms, of the Admiralty — I 
si^iposed he would confirm that nomination, but that 
was nothing to me : I was to choose two of his nomi- 
nation, wmch now was fallen to him, so he might 
name whom he pleased : that I was also ensiged to 
exclude lord Egmont from Bridgewater if 1 could, 
of which I should give him a further account when 1 
knew his pleasure upon this first part : because there 
might be mention made of that transaction in the 
doset, and there were some particularities' attending 
it, that it was probable he. might not be acquainted 
with. He assured me of his friendship and aMection,- 
in a solemn and dejected manner; knew his brother 
was sincere to me; knew all our engagements, and 
looked upon himself as party to them; would do 
everything in his power to comply with them ; and 
a^^reed to his brother^s nomination of lord J. Caven-, 
dish and Ellis, and hoped they would be agreeable 
tome. 

I proceeded to the article of Bridgewater, which I 
said was thus :•— Long afier my mutual engagements 
with Mr Pelham, when lord Egmont made that un- 
friendly attempt, Mr Pelham asked me what would 
become of it ? I said, that it need ndit a£^t my elec- 
tion, though it might destroy the Whig interest there 
for ever : that the interest was very indtifierent to me, 
as I did not expect to live to see another Parliament, 
and had neither succession, relation, nor fnend^ that I 
could or wished to leave it to : but I asked him if it 
was indifierent to him, that lord Egmont should come 
in thero. He said, no, to be sure; and-hkited, besides 
his public opposition, great distaste to him personally, 
as if somethinff very dishonourable had passed between 
them : I avcnded entering upon that, and said, that as 
he thou^t him his enemy, I thought myself obliged 
to oppose him, where I had any interest ; that I was 
sorry it came so home to me, but that I designed to 
do it. Some time after that, he told me that the king 

N 



146 TBS BIART or 

aaked him, if I serioualy detagaed, to eadesvoor to kaep* 
lord Egmont out of Brid^initer^ having been toU. 
that it would be a matter of some trmble and ex- 
pense — Mr Felham replied, that he could not medk 
to his majesty with an j authority, but he thought I 
would : that I desired faim wh«i next those mattera 
came to be discussed, to lay me at the king^s feet, imd^ 
tell him, that as I found it would be agreeaUe to hi* 
majesty, I would spare neither pains nor expense to 
exclude hun ; that thus it became my engagement to 
do it, if I can. That these were the engagemoits on 
my ode with his brother. He saw that I had not 
diaunished them, and I was &Qly determi&ed to pei^ 
form them, let what would fidl out on the other sidew 
The duke was very serious and dgected during the 
whole conversation, and threw in several warm ex- 
pressions of approkition, and then said that he was 
loaded with too many thmgs at once for one man to 
bear: that he had seen, ami his brother had told him^ 
how handsome my proceedings had been: that this 
was the most noble that could be inu^ined: that he 
had transactions with many, but none like this, and 
begged me to say what his brother engaged me to do $ 
and to tell him all that had passed^ and how I under- 
stood it. I said,^ I must be excused ; I could not talk 
about advantages to myself, that were to take their 
rise fix>m my own assertion <nily, when there was 
nobody to contradict me: I was afraid, he would 
have enough of that from others: it was student that 
he was satisfied that I had not whittled down the 
obligations which I was to perform. He pressed me 
still more strongly ; till I told him that 1 would not 
talk of it at all^ without reminding him that I was 
absolutely determined to fulfil all the engagements I 
had taken, and repeated to him, without any regard 
to what might be done on the odier side : that it was 
the last transaction of my life, and therefore should 
sufier no ambi^ty: they were too far gone to admit 
of any alteration ; let what would happen, t could 
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jbi lefiae them sway: I tbougfat myself bound by 
diem, and woold, at all events^ perform them : that 
my proceeding must be as open and dear to the 
msmoiy of his brother with him, as they would have 
been with his brother, if we had had • the misfortune 
to lose Ins grace: that, even on this footing, I had 
very little to say; for I was sure, he must know that 
ins brother was to remove the personal misrepre- 
sentations that I lay under with the king at a proper 
time, and to bring me into the service in a proper 
maniier ; that I never thought of fixing him down to 
a particular day, or a particular office, because indeed 
I meant more^ I meant to come in so as to live with 
them as an humble firiend, under their friendship and 

Erotection. He said, rery seriously tod warmly, that 
e would never assert anything as done, that he was 
not sure was done; but as to the king's dislike, we 
might waive that. It was impossible, but that must 
give way ; it could not withstand such a' behaviour as 
mine : we might put it out of the question : with two 
or three strong exoressions more to that purpose. 
He then asked me, it his brother had engaged to brin^ 
me in before the elections were over. I said, he had 
Bwde me no such promise, that I had never bartered 
with him, so as to pin him down to a day or an hour, 
my views being to obtain their firiendsh^, &c. as I had 
before explainsd to him. He said, he alwajrs under^ 
stood it so ; and asked me, as there would be many 
changes, and that they were obliged to cut the doth 
into as many pieces as they could, if I thought I could 
ccMne in before the dection. I said, I &d think I 
eould. He replied, he knew I might be trusted, and 
would talk very freely to me, and tell me how things 
etood, since 1 said, I thought I could come in now : 
that the secretary's office was settled, and that he hsSi 
four positive en^ements, which were to lords Hills* 
borough, Dupphn, Barrington, and Mr Nugent: bc^ 
diat he had not, and woudd not promise any one of 
Ihem till it was done and settled with the king. He 
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then expatiated on the king^s kindness to hiniy whicb, 
howeror, he attributed great part of to- the exigeades 
•of the times : that his mi^ty had advised him not- to 
promise, and that he replied that he should take 
great <»re not to have himself quoted against himself. 
I said, I understsod that the secretanr's office was 
designed for sir Thomas Robinson. He said, yes; 
and that for the business of the northern province 
[N.B. He is to have the southern province] no man 
in England understood it better; that he was not 
happy at explaining himself, but no man knew mare^ 
or had better understanding. I said, I knew him very 
well; he was a worthy man, and I loyed him. I said, 
what if I came into the place he left ? He considered 
a little, and said, very well, pray go on. I said, I 
would particularly support lum in the house, where 
he would chiefly want it. He said, he knew he would. 
I said, there is my old place, treasurer of the navy ; 
that must be vacant : I should like that better than 
anything. But, I added, why should I enter into 
.these tMngs, I leave it wholly to your grace. He said, 
•that, by a strange fetality, the direction 6i the house 
of commons was fallen upon him, who had never 
thought of it; and he must expect that the great 
attempt would be to show that he could not direct it : 
thereiore he could not choose by afiection, but must 
comply with those who. could simport him there. I 
said, I understood so, and diat I thought I might 
pretend to some abilities that way : that m the oppo- 
sition, I was thought of some use there : that in court, 
indeed, I never undertook much, because he knew I 
never was supported: but now, when I should be 
supported, I hoped I mi^t pretend to be as use&d 
there as my neighbours. He said it was incontest- 
ft)ly so. I said, that I would derogate from nobody, 
but considering the superiority of age, the offices I had 
gone through, and my rank in the world ; and adding 
to that, choosing six members for them at my own 
great expense, without the expense of one shilling 
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from their mde, I thought ^e world in general, and 
Cfven the gentlemen themselves^ could not expect that 
Aeir pretensions shbuld give me the exclusion. He 
said that what I did was very great — ^that he often 
thought with surprise, at the ease and dieapaess of 
tiie election at Wevmouth— >that they had nothing 
Ifte it. I said, I bdieved there were few who could 

E've his majesty six members for nothing. He sai<^ 
9 reckoned five, and had put down five to my account. 
I said it was so; but this attempt >f lord Bgmonfs 
made it six— he would observe, tnat I did not pretend 
to choose two fi>r Bridgewater : but by lord Egmont's 
opposition, the two membem must be entirehr owing 
tir me; for if I did not exert my whole H>rce to 
exclude him, he must come in, and the court would 
have but one there. He thanked me, said it was most 
clear as it was now explained, but he had not con* 
sidered it in that light. I said, I must be excused 
firom talking any more about myself: that I left it 
entirdy to nim, and to the king ; that I was fiilly 
detemnned to make tJ^s sacrifice to his majesty, let 
him use me as he pleased : that I would keep out of 
the way of a personal affront; that I knew I had given 
no just cause of oifence, but that I would not justify 
with his majesQ^ — ^that it was enough that he was 
displeased, to make me think that I was in the wronj^ 
ana to beg him to forget it : I would not even be m 
the right against him, and I was very sure I would 
never again be in the wrong against hxm, fi>r which I 
h<^)ed ms grace would be my caution. He said, he 
would with all his heart. He took me in his arms, 
and kissed me twice,, with strong assurances of auc- 
tion and service. I told him, I would go to Mr Ellis^ 
and acquaint hi^ with his nomination to Weymou^ ; 
he desired I would, and from iiim tell him, that he 
agreed to his brother's nomination, but not to si^ 
anything by way of compIiBient. 

'n.B. When I came in, the duke had a quire of 
pap^r before him, upon whidi^ at ^ top I saw my 

v2 
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name. He took notes of all that passed: called in 
Roberts, showed him the paper, and told him he must 
write it fair, the notes in one column for his use ; the 
other blank, to take the king's pleasure. 
' Mar. 23.* — The duke pf Newcastle resigned the 
seals, and sir Thomas Robinson received them, and 
the following day those gentlemen kissed the prin- 
cess's hand. 

27. — Dined at lord Barrington's, and found that, 
notwithstanding the fine conversation of last Thursday; 
all the employments were given away. 

31. — Lord Barnard kissed hands at Leicester house 
as earl of Darlington; Mr Charles Townshend for the 
admiralty ; and the lord chancellor as earl of Hard- 
wicke. 

Apr. 1.— Waited on the princess- in the ev&dag, by 
her order. — Music. Sir Geoige Lyttleton as cofiferer^ 
and Mr George Grenville as treasurer of the navy^ 
kissed the king's hand. 

^ 2.-* Went to the cockpit Short talk with the soli* 
. citor, who is extremely hurt, dejected, and dissaUsfied 
"with the proceedings. ■ - * 

8. — Arrived at Eastbury. 

1 1.— Dr Sharp and I set out from Eastbury, at four 
p'clock in the morning, for Bridgewater, where, as I 
expected, I found things very disagreeably framed. 

12. — Lord Egmont came with trumpets, noise, &c. 

13.— ^He and we walked the town : we found nothing 
unexpected, as far as we went. 

14, 16, 16. — Spent in the infamous and disagreeable 
compliance with the low habits of venal wretches. 

17. — Came on the election, which I lost ' by the 
injustice of the returning officer. The numbers were, 
for lord Egmont 119, for Mr Balch 114, for me 105. 
Of my good votes, 15 were rejected; 8 bad votes for 
lord Egmont were received. ^ 

18. — Lef^ Bridgewater for ever. Arrived at East- 
bury in the evening. 

24.*<- Arrived at Hammersnuth in the evening. 
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Apr. 26.— I went to the duke of Newcastle's. Re* 
ceived with much seeming affection : thanks for Wey- 
mouth, where I had succeeded ; sorrow for Bridffe- 
water, where I had not. I told him, that I would give 
him a detail of that whole transaction in as clear and 
short a manner as was possible, if he was then at leisure 
to receive it ; but if not, and he diought it worth men- 
tioning to the king, I would only give him the heads of 
it ; and he might say, that I was to acquaint him with 
the proofs of those heads, at a meeting which he had 
appointed on purpose. Accordingly I began by telling 
mm, that I had done all that was in the power of 
money and labour, and showed him two bills for mo- 
ney remitted thither before I went down, one of 
1000/. one of 500/. besides all the money then in my 
steward's hands, so that the election would cost me 
about 2,500/. In the next placie, if this election stood, 
the borough was for ever in Tory hands ; that all this 
was occasioned by want of proper support from the 
court, and from the behaviour of the servants of the 
crown. Upon Mr Pelham's death, seeing the multi- 
tude of promotions, in which no notice was taken of 
me, and lord Poulett acting openly against me with all 
his might; seeing no check given to lum, or encourage* 
ment to me, the^ so strongly concluded the govern- 
ment to be indifferent, that five out of the custom- 
house officers gave single votes for lord Egmont. The 
next head was — that, in spite of all, I had a fair ma-^ 
jority of legal votes, for that the mayor had admitted 
eight bad votes for lord Egmont, and refused fifteen 
good ones for me; so that it was entirely in their own 
hands to retrieve the borough, and get rid of a trouble- 
some opponent, if they pleased : that if the king re^ 
quired this piece of service, it was to be done, and the 
boroi^ put into Whig hands, and under his influence^ 
widiout any stretch of power ; for the cause was so clear 
and indisputable, that, instead of wanting their power 
to' support it, nothing but their power could withstand 
it : tnat (if it was expected) I wocdd lend my naine 
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and my wuoBtmee here and in the oouiltry to leaieue 

the borough, and deliver it into such handi as the king 

■hall u>pfOYe of; but that I, on my own acooant» 

would have nothing more to do with it. I had iulfiUed 

to the utmost the sacrifice of duty which I had pro* 

misedy and proposed to myself; I desired no retrieval 

or acquisition of interest, and would absolutely be no 

&rther concerned than as the canal to conyey that 

borough^ into his majesty's disposition. He replied, 

that they understood the borou^ to be lost, and ako, 

that it was entirely a party afibir : that lord Shaftesbury 

had confirmed him in it, and assured him that the vioN 

leace of the Tories agamst me was much inflamed by 

the assistance I gave and oiered to give lord Digby 

last summer, at his appearance for the county of 

Dorset : that they knew Mr Balch nekher would nor 

could support Bridgewater: that nobody had acted 

Uke me, or considered the king and his service, in 

what I had done and now ofibred to do, so nobly and 

disinterestedly, &c. I said, that what I had done was 

in consequence of what I had declared before to him, 

yiZi to shew my duty tp the king, and my earnest 

dedres to paw the rert of my life in his gn«e's ftiend- 

sldp and protection : that I had backed my &ney, 

and left the rest to him. He made great professions 

of good wishes, good will, best endeavours, Ac &c. 

which weigh with me as much as the brtath they 

were composed o£ 

May 20. — The master of the rolls died yesterday. 

88. — I received the princess's commands to wait en 

her at Kew the next day. 

29.-^— Went to Kew before eleven o'clock. The 
princess walked with me till two. Much conversation 
about the prkice : wished he saw more compttiy«^-but 
who of the 3roung people were fit ? Wished he had 
acquaintance older than himself: durst not recomo 
meaid for fear of offence ; while he had governors, &c. 
and was under immediate inspection, all that they did 
not direct would be imputed to bo-. Ln a year or two 
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he musti^e thought to hare a will of his own, and 
then he would, me hoped, act accordingly. Expressed 
great slight and disnoard for those in office, and her 
usual dislike for the king. We talked of his accumu* 
lation of treasure, which she reckoned at 4,00O/KX>iL 
I told her, that what was become of it, how employed, 
where and what was left, I did not pretend to guess; 
bat tlmt I computed ^e accumulation to be from 12 
to 15,000,000/. That these things, within a moderate 
degree, perhtt>s less than a fourth part, could be 
proved beyond all possibility of denial ; and, when the 
case should exist, would be puUished in controversial 
pamphlets, if troublesome times should arise, which I 
noped in God would never happen. She was very 
kind and sracious to me. After mnner, lord Bathnrst 
and lord Moreton (whomj with his son and daughter, 
she saw upon the road, and asked to step in) walked 
with us : they staid but little, and left us with her, 
lady Auguista, and the two princes; we conversed till 
near eleven, when I returned. At home I found a 
letter fi'om MrBalch, acquainting me. that he had 
brought Mr Burroughs with him, to lay the Bridg»> 
water business before the npnistry. 

BfAT 30. — We went to town before dinner. I told 
Blessrs Balch and Burroughs, that having laid the 
whole affidr before the duke of Newcastle upon my 
arrival, and he having assured me that he would ap- 
point a time to go t&ough and settle it, which he 
nad neglected to do, I would not eo to him ; but I 
advised them to wait on him : and that I thought the 
best way would be, that Mr Balch should write a note 
to acquaint his grace that he had brought Mr Bur- 
roughs with him, who, in conjunction with himself 
•was best able to give lum an account of the injustice 
the whole party laboured under, who thought thm- 
selves well entitied to his grace's protection, m obtain- 
ing that justice which they were deteimined.to prose- 
cute; therefore desired to know when thejr mi^ht 
wait on him, to lay that whole transaction b^n hun. 
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liAT 31d— RffliBment opened by oommiaBion. I 
took the oaths without doors. Veiy full house. 

JtTNX 1. — Waited on the duke of l>orset. Mr Biddi 
resolved to write the note I adrised (of which I gaice 
him a draught), and send it that night. 

3. — ^Went to the duke of Dorset's, wad aemiainted 
him with my situation with the noDistry. - Went to 
the house. Mr West desired to qmk with me oai x l 
that Me Balch had written to the duke of Neweastle 
(which letter he showed me), who had appointed to 
see him on Thursday ; but the duke desired to see me 
first. I uAd him that I would go to him to-morrow. 

4. — Went eariyto the duke of Newcastle's. He 
t^ me that he had received a letter from Mr Balch, 
but desired to advise with rae before he saw him : 
that nothing was settled, or he should have sent to me 
long belbre : that he was against multiplying petitions 
for reasons obvious to me : that he knew nothixffi af 
lord Egmont, but had heard that he sometimes ta&ed 
as if he was willkig to battle it : that if it should be 
jnade a poont, he did not know if we were certain of cuv 
•Tying it : that lord Egmont would make a party: that 
possibly the princess mi^t wish he should be let 
alone, or at least that those of the late prince's ser- 
vants mi^t be for him. I said^ that I had laid iMs 
aflbir fiiUy before him already ; that he knew I had 
pushed it in the country with such an expense and 
trouble, and so absolutely, considering it a service 
which the king (as his brother told me) wished : that 
it had cost me 3,400/. ; tint I was faurly chosen, nor 
would the returning officer have dared not to return 
me, had he not been ^icouraged by the servants of the 
administration : that the borough was lost, and lost 
solely by a lord of the bedchamber and the custom-- 
house officers : that they might retrieve it or not^ 
just as thev pleased ; leave it in Tory hands, or recover 
it; ^ rid of lord Eemont as an opponent, or keep 
him m as a frigid; I ^ould neither be satisfied or di»> 
satisfied with it; i should not be obliged b^ the one 
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er disobliged fay the other. I dnh kdeariy with lany 
and dedred to he understood inthoiit any mKokagaky t 
I hed told him this before, and my opinion and resoui- 
tk>n were the same. He said he adasowledfled it, and 
desired me to adrise what was to be done. I told him 
I could not advise, because I did not know the truth 
otmyowndtMdoai it wm tinMi to come to a fiili 
ezplssiation upon that head, far it must come to a 
decision: that i had done all the services in my power, 
and spent rery great sums, of all which, they now 
had toe benefit : that I haid nude no bartering bar- 
gams, but had done it frankly, with a plain, avowed, 
and accepted Jntention to tdce off the edge of the 
king's ill*^roanded resentment, and prove my attach- 
ment to his gmce; to shew myself his immediBto 
friend. . . . . [^ fiw Una toere m thii phee tarn, bf 
an ac€klen$^ fiim the mtmnaor^t.l .... I replied, it 
amst come to a conclusion, one way or another : if 
after accepting both o&r and execution of all I could 
do, I was to remain under an dt»6olute proscription 
and exclnaon fWmi all fevour that every cdier suliject 
of my rank mi^t justly expect, I must do as I could, 
bnt it must be explained, and ftdly. He said, he him- 
self liked to deal explicitly, and to und^^tand clearly 
iriiat was expectedt : that he had laid mv services 
before the king in the best manner he could; though 
some people (of whom he would inform me aftei^- 
wards) had endeavoured to insinuate to his majesty 
that I had not the power I pretended to at Weymouth. 
I asfced him if he hunself did not toll me in that room, 
that he had dedared to the king that the bonni^h was 
re-delirered into my hands on the express condition to 

take his election of two, for thia time enkf, 

[This bemg the epwmte side of the le^wheh wm men* 
thned before to ha»e been t&m, a few Unei are ako 

here wanting] he would do it in the best 

manner he was able : that it had been insinuated, and 
he had not said, expresslv, that he would ; but had 
not said he would not : tnat if I had my view upcMi 
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any partieulBr thing or office he would more it, in the 
most cordial manner. I said, as to going to the king, 
I would postpone that consideration for a. minute: 
. that, as to the last, he well knew I never thoueht of 
making bargains; that I left that matter tota&y to 
him. He said, that there were few things that a man 
of my rank could accept, and that none of them were 
vacant. I said, it was true ; but I did not impute that 
to him : that as he was at the head of the treasury, I 
should choose a seat there, if it was vacant, sooner 
than anything, but I<;ould not take that ; at die same 
time I begg;ed he would observe, that I did hot ex- 

r set to be privy seal if lord Gower should die ; that 
did not come to make bargains for this or that thing, 
or time : he had forced me before I went into the 
west to say, that sir Thomas Robinson's office, or my. 
own again /both which were then vacant), I should, 
like very w^; he gave them away without consider- 
ing me. I desired nobodv to be removed, much less, 
to die. He must think that 2000/. a year would not 
make my fortune, with one foot in the grave : that as. 
to rank, I had heard that the king was odd about 
titles : that I had as much respect ror the peera^ as 
any man, but he could not but see, that in my situa- 
tion, without succession or cdllateral, a peerage to me 
was not worth the expense of new painting my coach : 
that I desired to pass my life as his attached friend 
and servant, persuaded tmit he would, as such, do "me 
fiivoiirable justice the first opportunity that ofiered. 
He said, that he understood me very weU: that I 
could have no competitor in the hquse of commons ; 
I expected then aiw employment that I could take, 
which should first rail ; and added, I suppose you will 
be disobliged if you have not the very Brst that falls. 
I demurred a little at the oddness and bluntness of 
the proposition, and did not well conceive the inten- 
tion of It ; but after a little pause, said, that is a hard 
word, my lord, I do not absolutely say that. There 
may be, possibly, reasons that . my real friendship for 
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lam mig^t' make me acquiesce in; I w31 not say so 
hard a word at once ; the case will speak itself, bat it 
must come to a positive issue*— and now, my lord, I 
must resume the offer your grace made of going imme- 
diately to the king, to demand -a categorical answer, 
whether he be determined, after all I have done and 
spent for his service (of which he now reaps the 
utility), to suffer no return to be made me, when op- 
portunity throws it in the way, but to exclude me 
m>m all the advantages I am entitled to, in common 
with the rest of his si2>jects, both by my rank and my 
services ? As to his resolution, it must be known, but 
as you profess your sincere desire that I should be 
properly considered, it lies upon you to do it in the 
best manner, and at the properest time ; I do not pre- 
scribe to-morrow or the next day, this week or the 
next; but as this is the only obstacle, it must be 
known, absolutely, and in a reasonable time : if I am 
proscribed from amongst all my fellow-subjects, I must 
and shall submit to the king's pleasure with all possi- 
ble respect : but as your grace has reassured me that 
you have represented what I have done fairly and 
finrourably to him, till I know it from your grace, 
I cannot believe that so just and generous a prince 
Would accept a poor silbject's offers of service, and 
suffer him to carry them into execution, at so great an 
expense, with a resolution absolutely to exclude him 
from all sorts of common fiivour. I thought it would 
be what never hi^ppened before^ or to me only. He 
said he would do everything in his power, and did not 
imagine it could ^d so. I told nim that I heartily 
wished it might not, but it must end one way or 
another, it must not remain as it was; for I was 
determined to make some sort of figure in life : I ear- 
nestly wished it might be under his protection, but if 
^t could not be, I must make some figure; what it 
would be, I could not determine yet ; I must look 
round me a little, and consult my friends, but some 
Bgare I was resolved to make. lie said he would do 
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his best to settle it to my satis fa ct io n ; he Suimd 
think it could end in a proecription ; I and I ought to 
hope so for my own sake ; but if heahould not bS^ able 
to obtain common iudolgence for « friend whom he 
favoured and thought usml, and who had given such 
convindiu; proofa of his utility, I should be sorry far 
mysdf indeed, but I should also be sorry for him too ; 
it was being upon a very indiflerent footing indeed^ 
I should tl^refore be very sorry for it upon his a&< 
count as wellies my own. "Be said he would do his 
utmost to prevent it from coming to thtU;, for now he 
understood me thoroughly. He then desired we mi^t 
advise* together about the Bridgewater affitir. I said, 
I thought that all attempts to quiet the Wh% party 
there would be vain, without beginning to turn out the 
officers. He seemed very unwilling to go so far ; and 
at last said, that he knew I was a man of honour, and 
he would trust me with a secret, which I must never 
reveal, not even to the duke of Dorset ; and th«i, after 
a multitude of precautions, and exacting engagements 
of honour from me, not to divulge it, he told me that 
the truth was, that he had a mmd that this petition 
should not go on ; and if I could assist him in brin^ 
ing it about, he should be much obliged to me : but if 
it should be known, it would be reported and believed 
that he had made up with lord Egmont, which was by 
no means true ; for, upon his honour, he had neither 
s{>oken to him nor seen him, nor had any neeociation 
with him ; for he knew veiy well, that if the king wm 
informed that the town was resolved to petition, and 
there were the least grounds to throw out lord Egw 
mont, he would order him to push it with the utmost 
vehemence. I said, I had onen told him it was no 
cause of mine ; be it how it should, I should not take 
it as a matter of payment or dissatisfaction : tiiat I 
would certainly keep his secret, which, however, every 
body would see through if no justice was done : that 
I would do all I could with Mr Balch and the town, 
to quiet them; but that, without punishing- the oQU 
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tt0^ I foufed be wonkl find it impivcticablcy which 
W would better judge of whoa he saw Messrs Belch 
and Burrougus on Thiffiday. What, if he offered the 
alternative, and tried to make the giving up the officers 
the price of dr<x>ping all farther proceedings ? He 
said' It was a good thought, and he must scramble off 
as well as he could. 80 we parted with usual pro- 
testations. 

JuNB 6.—I saw Messrs Balch and Burroughs, who 
had been at the ddke of Newcastle's. His grace had 
talked them over, but nothing positive, not so much 
as punishing the officers ; but he told Mr Balch that 
he would send lord Di^lin to him. iWhile they 
were with m^ Icmi Duj^lin was at Mr Balch's, and 
^«)on after they met, taLked very amicably, and agreed 
to meet here on Tuesday. This haste to see Mr 
Balch was in order to learn all he could, that he 
might talk it Over with the duke at Gkrmont, between 
.Saturday and Tuesday. 

10.^ Went to lord Hillsborough's. Much talk— • 
^t about Bridgewater election :*«-could not conceive 
the duke of Newcastle could have the least difficulty 
in supporting a petition, and wondered he was not 
most desirous of it< If not, my friends would cerw 
lainly sunport me : I ddubted. He said, that tiiough 
the ttde ot politics nli^t have a little separated people, 
80 that they might not be so ready to follow me in 
every polincal point ; yet in anything personal, he 
could not doubt but that the many that had Uved 
with, and be«i obliged to me, wcSuld support me 
heartUy and with all their power. I still doubted. 
He sam tiiat my relations, the Grenvilles and Lyttle- 
tons would, and he knew it from themselves. 

We thence fell t^nm other subjects, and he de*- 
nred to know of me what I thought of their present 
•ituatioQ. I said, I could not judge of it, because I 
did not know it; but il seemed to me very disjointed^ 
^e saidy I could notimi^ne anything like it : evem 
^My of Gsmsequenoe was dissatisfied* I said, I could 
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not concdye that^ 'as they had just had eyervthhi^ 
divided amongst them. He said, it was so K>r afi 
that; he not only knew it to be so, but from his in* 
timacy with th&a he knew their reasons, which he 
would tell me, and would -begin with Mr Pitt. That, 
indeed, he had no intimacy with him, but was told 
diem by his bosom friend Mr George Grenville, who 
was also his : that, indeed, if Mr Pitt meant moneys 
I might well think he oug^t to be satisfied : but his 
passion was not money; it was ambition, power : of 
which he had no share. This made him very uneasy, 
which was highly increased by the late promotions^ 
Instead of being acqoldnted with, and consulted about 
what was to be done, he was only informed what was 
done; instead of ofiering him his share, he received 
news that his most inveterate enemy was made secre- 
tary of state; the next post brought him an account 
that Mr Fox had refhsed the seals, and that sir Tho- 
mas Robinson had accepted them. I said, that I sup- 
posed that they did not think Mr Pitt could possibly 
undertake an office of fatigue, or an office of buaness, 
from the state of his heuth. .He said, that Mr Pitt 
replied he himself ought to be the best judge of that ; 
b^des, Mr Legge, who could have no pretence to go 
before him, was made chancellor of the exchequer just 
in the same manner. They should have ofiered mm 
at least. They should have made him well with tbuB 
king, who was his enemy, which they had never taken 
the least care to do. That L^ee, Geoige Orenvilley 
and Fox, were his (Hillsboroi^'s) intimate friends, 
and he knew their thoughts from themselves ; that as 
to Legge he acknowledged that he was promoted, 
though he did not much desire it; however, when he 
was placed there, he thought that he should be sup- 
ported : he expected to be as well with the duke of 
i^ewcastle as anybody, though he was to act an under 
part; but he found himself instead of better, not to 
be so well with him, as the rest of his colleagues'; 
that he knew nothing of what was doing or to be dpoe^ 
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jakl was not eooddei^d at ftU in anything: tbatOeofge 
Grenville was in the same. way of thiudiigy and ex« 
pected very different treatoMnt^ from his rank and 
consideration in the house of commons : bendes» if 
he had less reason to be dbpleased, nothing woukl 
make him easy while his great fnend, Pitt, was dia» 
satisfied : that as to Fox, he need say notkmg. Fox 
•ays he was offered the seals with proper powers to 
be at the head of the house of commons ; and the 
next day he was told, with some roughness, that he 
was to heiTe none, nor was he to meddw with the cone 
duct of the house, farther than as it related to his office : 
that he might hate accepted with honour, even upon 
those last conditions; yet having been ofiered, and 
having accepted the office upon the first, he must have 
been a mean rascal to have submitted to the dc^grad»- 
tion. I asked him, i^ considering the suspicious tem- 
per of the duke of Newcastle, lie thought the duke 
would be willing to leave Fox in the closet, in anv 
'atation, after what had passed. Lord Hillsborough 
rqf>lied, he believed not; but that Fox would med<&e 
very little, and if he gave no pardcular oflfence, he 
thought the duke could not get nim out ; and added^ 
^t he and the rest of them should take very little 
share in business, unless there was more trust and 
communication than had hitherto appeared. 

JvNB 13.— I saw Messrs Balcn and Burroughs, 
who had been with the duke of Newcastle, and were 
promised by him, in the strongest terms, that our 
party should be supported. 

19. — Lady Orford staid with me above three hours. 
Her business was to lament her misfortunes, for that 
Mr Shirley and she were parted, of which she gave 
me a long account : the wnole of which was, that he 
insiBted upon something independent, and that she 
would part with nothing out of her own power. 

Lord Dupplin came to talk about Bridgewater; 
bat first, he mformed me, that he had told the duke 
of Newcastle what I had said about myself; that I 

o2 
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had oflfered a free and unreaenred fiiendsiiip, and diat» 
after what I had done» I thought mvseif well entitled 
to the treatment and fitrour of a niend, and that it 
must be decided one way or another : that his grace 
seemed to desire it as much as I did. Lord Dupplin 
added, that he understood it would be settled, and 
though the duke did not ei^Iain himself positiveiyy 
yet ms lordship considered it as a thing nxed, and 
which would soon be over. I gave him proper thanks, 
and said, it could not remain as it did ; that the duke 
was so jgenerous as to press me to say what his late 
brother was engaged for. That 1 would not speak to 
my own advantage, when the only person who could 
contradict me was dead : that, indeed, there was no 
baigain for particular things ; firiendship and connexioa 
was what I asked, and Mr Pelham saia, he was equally 
desirous of it. Lord Dupplin said, he knew that l£r 
Pelham, for more than a year before he died, looked 
upon our union to be as settled as any connexion he 
lud, and always added, that I was the only man of 
business they nad, and he was resolved to attach me 
to them. I replied, that though I had not said so 
much to the duke, Mr Pelham declared that I had a 
good. deal of marketable ware ^pariiamentary int^iest}, 
and that, if I would empower nim to ofSet it all to die 
king, without conditions, he would be answerable to 
bring the affair to a good account : that, if his engage- 
ment had not been taken, the nature of the thmg 
plainly spoke it. Service is obligation, obligation 
implies return. Could any man of honour profess 
friendship, accept the offers of his friend's whcie ser- 
vices, su^ those services to be carried into exe- 
cution, avail himself of their whole utility, and then 
tell that friend he could not, or he would not, make 
him any return? Could there be such a character? 
Supposing this gentleman had a master, whose affiura 
were promoted by these services, the concurrence of 
whom was necessary to this return, but who was in- 
disposed to his friend; could he answer it to hifr' 



BUBB ^ODIKOTOK. 163 

Inend or to the world, when he found his master's 
resentments jrremoyeable, if he did not advise his 
friend to take back his offers, and apply them as he 
might think best, miless he chose to nsk them on an 
adventure, for die performance of which he could not 
be Miswerable i These things spoke for themselves, and 
all mankind must see them in the same light : that, be 
it how it would, it must be thoroughly understood by 
the world — If this connexion, and the acceptance of 
my effectual services, was not ratified by efects that 
justified them, I must be contented to pass for a dupe, 
and they, for sharpers ; the world would justly call 
me fool, and them by a much harsher name; but for 
mysdf, I was prepared to bear it all, let what would 
h^pen. I found means to repeat this particular 
deduction and conclusion, two or three times, in the 
subsequent conversation. We then fell upon Bridee- 
water-r-the duke of Newcastle would do everythmg 
to support the party ; he demurred upon petitioning, 
only, for fear of making it a handle for tbrmine an 
impr<^r connexion at setting out. I knew that those 
inconsiderable places differed among themselves, and 
almost all disowned immediate dependence, obli«ition, 
and allegiance to the duke, and that the^ might, on 
such an occasion, perplex and disturb his grace. I 
said, I understood him, and afber having strongly re- 
pcesented to him that, what I undertook I had per- 
ibrmed, since he acknowledged I was fidrly chosen: 
that I meant it a service; if they were satisfied, I was : 
if they desired to. make efifectual what their own de- 
pendants had obstructed, I would give my assistance; 
bat that I was wholly unconcerned in their determina- 
tion : I added, that I did not think this case was liable 
to the inconveniences which he had mentioned : for 
that I had reason to think that Mr Fox would not 
espouse, even privately, lord £gm<mt against me, 
^ough I had not seen him since my return irotn the 
west. That I had been pressed by several with ofiers 
of service, to know if I would petition; that the Gren- 
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Tillesy &C. had pven me to underataad that dm 
would not only be for ine» but actiTely so: that i 
would own to him in confidence, that I mysdf wished 
there might be no petition : that the duke might think 
it no ill bargain if he could get lord Egmont, by su£fep» 
ing him to sit only, without any fiurther pretenoona 
upon his grace, and, perhaps, I might thmk so too : 
but I thought it impracticable; for if I was in hia 
grace's coiSdence, I should be obliged to tell him 
that, if lord Egmont subscribed to that bargain, when 
die fourteen days for petitioning were expired, if the 
duke did not engage to gratify his lordship {which 
would be no easy matter) the fifteenth day, it was mj 
opinion that he would break with his grace on the 
sixteenth. Lord Dupplin said much of lord Egmont'a 
fidseaess and ill behaviour to Mr Pelham, who told 
him that he was so gross a flatterer, when he brought 
him in for WeoUy, that it was quite shocking, and 
Mr Pelham showed him a letter firom lord Egmont," in 
which he writes, that he was happy in having found a 
man in whom he could have an impiicU/akh, with a 
great deal more of this kind. He then entered inta 
the means of managii^ this afiSdr of Bridgewater* I 
said, I could say but Ihtle to it after what I had said ; 
that my being in their confidence, or not, must and 
would chiefly decide the complexion of that busi- 
ness. He r^Ued, he always lodked upon that as 
done, and to be sure, that must be decided before any 
measures could be taken with eifect. I told him that 
one way came across me, and only one^ to make aU 
things easy, but chaiged him as a man of honour 
never to mention it, as a thought or suggestion of 
mine ; because it was not so much as mv wish, and 
the suggestion might be construed to imply the wish: 
that the expedient was, if anything should happen, or 
be formed, to make room for me in the service, before 
the meeting of parliament; that would vacate my 
seat, and I could neither petition nor stand for Bridce^ 
water— but I ei^oined him never to mention this ^oc 
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'it Btnick htm mucb, and made him for a few ntinutes 
yety thoughtful) as coming from me, for I really 
4neaiit it only as a pleasantry between him and me» 
-Chat rose on a sudden. 

July 2. — I went to town to see lord Dupplin, about 
the Bridgewater business. He said, he had told the 
duke of Newcastle all that had passed between us, and 
had explained the nature of the friendship I olfered, 
in contradistinction to the inconnexion and inconfi- 
dence of others in office : that the duke approved of; 
•and desired it, and meant to effect it: that he pressed 
his grace to end it with the Idnf; for when the pro- 
scription was taken ofi^ and the one had accepted me, 
the duke might then declare Uiat I was in his confi- 
dence, and under his protection ; and that he was at 
•liberty and would do me justice, the first opportunity 
-that might happen : and then he (lord Dupplm) could 
'have the pleasure of communicating everytmng he 
■knew and beard confidentially to me, and should con- 
sider me and himself, and the attorney and Stone 
(which last was present when he talked to the duke,) 
as one person, i said I could not imagine any reason 
■why Stone should be indisposed towards me. He 
xried. Indisposed I very much the contrary ; he desires 
it greatly, and so do all the duke of Newcastle's 
.firiends. I replied, if it ended otherwise, it would be 
the'most scandalous transaction that ever appeared to 
■the -world, and appear it must. He said, it could not 
end ill — he looked upon it as done, for be desired me 
■to observe, that the duke did not hold up the king at 
all, or so much as insinuate that he apprehended any 
.difficulty from his maiesty. I begged lord Dupplin to 
press the duke to make an end of it before I went to 
the west ; and that I would wait on him before I set 
.out, and earnestly requested that it might be entirely 
settled. 

18.^-1 went to the duke of Newcastle's. AAer his 
.grace had talked indecisively about Bridcewater, o£ 
.which I gave him the hearing, 1 desired to Imow.posi- 
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dydy what I was to expect : he replied,, and told m^ 
that he had laid all my services before the king in the 
fullest manner, but it did not satisfy him: that his 
majesty endeavoured to lessen my credit at We^ 
mouth— that the duke roplied, that he thought ma 
majesty himself had told him, that the borough was 
put into my hands, at the renewal of the charter,^ cm 
condition of his namine two members for that timt 
only. The kinf could not deny it; but imon the 
whole, he would not receive me to any mark of his 
&vour. I said, that, as it was so, I recdived his 
majesty's displeasure with that respect and resinut- 
tion which became me towards my soyerdgn; tnat, 
after such offers received, and suffered to be carried 
into execution at the expense of nearly 4000/. I did 
not believe such a conclusion had ever happened : but 
I submitted, and must act as opportunity and acci- 
dents should direct. The duxe expressed much 
sorrow ; protested the sincerity of his endeavours, and 
said, that what would not do one day might do 
another. I relied, that I could not judge of that; 
but if he imagmed that I would remain postulating 
among the common herd of suitors, and expose myself 
to sufier twenty unworthy preferences more, to get 
perhaps, nothing at last, certainly nothing that I 
wanted,—- it was unpossible; I wouJd as soon, wear a 
livery, and ride behmd a coach in the streets. I re- 
peated these words again in the course of the oonTe»> 
sation. We parted very civilly. 

Juvr 19.— I called on the attomey^neral, and told 
him what had passed, and desired hun to be a witness, 
that I looked upon myself as free from all engagements, 
after such a return; and I expected to have no hints 
thrown out of breach of Mth, Sec, whatsoever party I 
mi^t take. He replied, that I was undoubtedly fifee, 
but he could not believe it would end so. He pro- 
tested he was sure that the duke of Newcastle had 
represented everything in the most favouraUe manner, 
thou^ he should not wonder, if I did not believe it 
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I said, that all things conodered, it was pretty hard to 
believe it. He repfied, he agreed to that : and if they, 
on their side, did not return to the charge till they 
carried their point, he would believe so too: they 
must do it, &c. which was very civil and insignificant. 

July 26. — I went to Eastbury. 

SiBPT. 25. — Returned to Hammersmith. 

Oct. 8.-^1 called upon lord Hillsborough, and had 
much free talk with hun. Nobody in office satisfied, 
or would act beyond their particular .department. 
Nobody empowered, or that would take the lead. 
Mr I^tt had seen the duke of Newcastle for an hour,, 
and returned to Bath. The duke would have entered 
with him into the American expedition to dislodge 
the French from the Ohio; Mr Pitt said, Yoxir grace, 
I suppose, knows I have no capacity for these things 
(being dissatisfied that he was not made secretary of 
state), and . therefore I do not desire to be informed 
about them. He is likely to resign, but not to go into 
opposition. Fox and Pitt are so far agreed, that they 
are willing that the first should be at the head of the 
treasury, and the other secretary of state ; but 
ndther will assist the other. I asked, if that was not 
a virtual union. Lord Hillsborough replied, it was 
near it : Mr Pelham had the address to play the one 
against the other ;*but the duke had not. He had had 
some talk with the duke about this, who told him all 
would so well, let them do the duty of their offices. 
The^ duke said, he had informed the king that he had 
not much to expect from his first rank in the house 
of commons (meaning Fox, Pitt, Legge, Grenville), 
but that he had an excellent second rank (meaning 
him [Hillsborough], Barrington, Dupplin, Nugent, 
Qiarles Townsend, &c.) That West, secretary of the 
treasury, had been witn him, and expressed his opi- 
nion that they could not go on : that he saw many 
of the city, and it was an unanimous opinion they 
could not — that opinion, however founded, was of 
great Weight : that he had told this to the duke, who 
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aaid, you know nothing of the matter, all wiil go vdU: 
The king does not sp^ to the duke of Dorset; yet, 
it is possible, he may go again to Ireland. The duke 
of Grafton wishes to send his son-in-law, the earl of 
Hertford thither. All this is astonishing ! 



Fhm Oct. 10, 1754, to April 22, 1756, the Dusry 
ieemt to hate been discontinued. 



May 7, 1755. — I passed the evening at Leicester 
house. The princess was clear that the duke of 
Newcastle could not stand as things were. She de- 
sired it might be understood, that her house had no 
communication with Newcastle house ; but not that 
she said it, because it would be told at St James's, 
at which place she desired to avoid all disputes. 

9. — Mr Pitt came to lord Hillsborough's, where was 
Mr Fox, who stepping aside, and Mr Pitt thinking he 
was gone, the latter declared to lord Hillsborough 
that all conn6xioii between him and Mr Fox was 
over — that the ground urns altered — that Fox was of 
the cabinet and regent, and he was left exposed, &c. 
— that he would be second to nobody, &c. Mr Fox 
rejoining the company; Mr Pitt, bemg heated, said 
the same and more to him ; that if Fox succeeded, 
and so made way for him, he would not accept the 
seals of secretary from him, for that would be owing 
an obligation and superiority, which he would never 
acknowledge : he would owe nothing but to himself; 
—with much more inveay high language, and very 
strange discourse. Mr Fox Risked him, what would 
put them on the same ground ; to which Pitt replied, 
a winter in the cabinet and a summer's regency. 

10. — Pitt talked the same over again to lord 
Hillsborough, who endeavoured to soften matters; 
but Pitt was unalterable, and desired lord Hills- 
borough, as a friend, to take an opportunity of telling 
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Mr Fox. that he wished there might be no fiuther 
conversation between them on the subject i that he 
esteemed Mr Fox, biit that all connexion with him 
was at an end. 

Ig' In 1741 the king was at Hanover, and the 
French marched 42,000 men into Westphalia. Bussy 
was sent with a convention of neutnuity for Italy, 
which was signed in September 1741 — the cons^ 

3uence was, that 15,000 Spaniards passed mider Had- 
ock's nose. If tl^ same should now happen, and a. 
neutrality for both Indies be demanded I 

May 13. — Notwithstanding what had passed at lord 
Hillsborough's, Messrs Fox and Pitt have had ano-. 
ther conference, not so alienating, but not satisfactory. 
I have seen neither, and so do not know the parti-, 
culars. 

' 27. — I was with the princess, by her order; we 
had much conversation, both in me morning and 
evening, in which, I think, all was said that my me- 
mory could sugsest to me upon the present state of 
atiyrs-— the weakness, meanness, cowardice, and base- 
ness of the duke of Newcastle — to all which she 
echoed in the strongest terms-— the impossibility of 
his standing without a new system— of tnis too, she 
declared she was fidlv convinced, and that she was 
so persuaded of his felseness and low cunning, that if. 
she designed to go into the next room, she would not . 
trust him with it, if she meant it should not be known. 
I laid before her the necessity of a new system, for that 
I found people would not bear the present ; that I be- 
lieved no new one was formed, but that I saw there 
was such a disposition as must end in one of some 
sort or another : that wfiat' retarded it most was, that 
people were guessing a/ hery and were tender at push- 
rng anything that she might be disobliged by, and 
resent another day : that I myself had entered into no 
engagements with anybody, and was not fond of doing 
it, but that I was upon such a foot with the most 
efficient, that they would scarcely come to any fixed 
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plan, ivithout acquaiiidBg me with it : that I thought 
It absolutely necessary to attempt a settlement, not 
only for the present, but which mig^t, widi small 
alteration, last, when a certain event toik place ; lor 
it would be a melancholy thing, if under a youn^ king 
and the pressure of a war, when efficiency and imme- 
diate action was required, instead of consulting what 
was to be done, we must be struggling who should do 
it: that therefore it was to be wished that soaae 
snrstem, so mixed as not to be disagreeable to her, 
snould be conyeved to the duke of Newcastle ; with 
intimation that, if he would embrace it, he might not 
only be supported now, but find protection another 
day: i£ he refused it, he must be left to his enemies, 
and expect no 'support either now or then : that my 
meaning was to lead the king into it without hu 
knowing it, and make him consent under the idea of 
making his own affidrs easy ; and that he should not 
know from whence it arose, or the extent of it : tiiact 
I wished to avoid all disturbances ; and it was that, 
and that alone, which made me think of anything that 
was to continue such a creature as the duke of i^'ew* 
castle at the head of affidrs, even for an hour, either 
now or then. 8he signified her entire approbation of 
all I had said, by several short interruptions, and then 
said, that she was, and long had been, much afiected 
with the mdancholy prospect of her own and her 
son's afiairs : that such a settlement as I mentioned 
was doubtless much to be desired; but how was it to 
be obtained? Hiere were a hundred good reasons that 
tied her hands from interfering with the king ; those 
of her children were obvious enough ; and if she was 
to stir, it would mtke things worse ; she saw no way 
to extricate herself. I replied, that the case was 
extremely deUcate : that wtienever I thought of it, 
I laid it down that something must be done, and yet, 
that she must neither be seen nor heard in it : that 
upon so delicate a foundation, such a sort of confi- 
dence was required to act, that was above my capacity^ 
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and ^uch a one that I did not aspire to : tbatIthoa|^ 
men were wanting : that I was satisfied the nation 
had still great resources, and that even parts were 
not wanting, but character and experience in business 
was : that the duke of Newcastle had the ball at his 
£bot when his brother died ; and he mieht have made 
a lasting and advantageous settlement tor himself and 
country, but he had not endeavoured to oblige one 
.efficient man besides his known enemies : that there 
was no violence, no oppression, no particular com- 
plaint, and yet the nation was sinking oy degrees, and 
there was a general indisposition proceeding from the 
weakness and worthlessness of the minister, who 
would embrace everything, and was fit for nothing. 
She answered, that she was glad to hear me say that 
the nation had still great resources — for people told 
her it was undone — ^but she did not think so : yet, if 
there were both resources and parts too, and they 
could not both be exerted, what would they avail ? 
She saw, anomuch lamented, the consumiiig state of 
the nation, which I mentioned : it was of infinite con- 
sequence how a young rdgn began, and it made her 
very uneasy. She was highly sensible how necessary 
it was that the prince shoiud Keep company with men : 
she well knew that women could not inform him ; but 
if it was in her power absolutely, to whom could she 
address him ? What friendships desire he should 
contract? Such was the universal profligacy, such 
the character and conduct of the young people of dis- 
tinction, that she was really afraid to have them near 
her children. She should even be in more pain for 
her daughters than her sons, if they were private 
persons ; for the behaviour of the women was inde- 
cent, low, and much against their own interest by mak- 
ing themselves so very cheap. This and much more 
(with no very high opinion of the king^ took up above 
two hours. About six, after drinkmg coffee with 
lady Charlotte Edwin, we were sent for to walk. 
The ceremony of the day seemed to be, to leave the 
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princess to me, for the young princesses and the com- 
pany always kept before or behind us. Having made 
the tour of the ground, and being shewn the improve- 
ments, she proposed going into the king's gardens ; 
there she again renew^ the same subjects ; we talked 
of several private characters, the general indisposition, 
the dai^r of the war, and then of the inability of tfae 
duke of Newcastle, her dislike and contempt of him; 
the impossibili^ of his standing, as he was now cir- 
cumstanced. Something should be thought o^ and 
soon — the [summer was the time, the winter was not 
so proper for concerting measures. I rq)lied, that 
indeed, in summer people's steps were not so much 
observed; and particularly in this summer, as the 
king was abroad. She again expressed her astonish- 
ment at the duke of Newcastle's conduct, and said 
she could not conceive who were, really and truly, 
the persons whose advice he chiefly depended upon. 
I replied, I had never heard of anybody but those 
whom public &me had made notorious, who were 
Messrs^ Murray and Stone. She said, if it was so, 
they were very bad politicians, unless it was true that 
they were at bottom the Jacobites they were so 
strongly represented to be, and gave their advice to 
carry on the consuming system. I said, it was im- 
possible ; for their understanding, their actions, and 
above all, their interest made it so. She answered, 
that nobody but God could judge of the heart ; and 
that, for her part, she did not give any credit to those 
reports : she spoke in favour of Murray's abilities^ 
but nothing, one way or the other, of Stone. She 
mentioned two things, which were remarkable from 
the inferences : the first, talking of what the duke of 
Newcastle ought to do ; but then, says she, he will 
say the party will not come into it ; the party this, 
and the party that ; but I could never understand 
what the party was ; I have endeavoured to learn, and 
I could never find that the party was anything else 
imt -the duke of Devonshire and his. son, and old 
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le. Hie duke of DeroiishiJie wbb tbe 
cause of the duke of Cumberlwid's bein^ in the re* 
gcncy this time ; and he insisted upon his being left 
9e^ regent, at a meetingy where were the du£e of 
Newcastle, the lord chancellor, the duke of Grafton^ 
lord Waldegrave, and old Horace Walpole* The 
second was^ <xi my conunending the prince's figure, and 
saying he was much taller than the king; she replied, 
ve^ he was taller than his uncle. I said, in height 
he might be so, but if they measured round, the duke 
had die advantage of hun. She answered, it was 
taue, but she hoped it was the only advantage that he 
ever would have of him. 

In the half^-hour between her royal hi^mess's 
dressing and dinner, Mr Cresset did me the favour to 
come to me, and to my very great surprise entered 
at once into the wretched n^agement and inabilities 
iff the duke of Newcastle: he repeated what the 
princess had before said, and added the monstrous 
expense of the present armament, and yet insufficient ; 
it was well made by those who had it in charge, wiien 
they were permitted to act; but it was mfinitely 
Uameafale in the mimster who delayed that permissioa 
so long, and thereby occasioned this vast unnecessary 
»pense in arming. Why not be prepared, or at least 
forward in your preparations, in the autumn ? Then 
everythii^ might have been done completely, and at 
the usual expense. It was impossible to stand as it 
va»— ^ the same would happen when the war came 
upon the continent in £urope*->Hanover must be pro* 
tected, but it would be in the same way; a number of 
expensive, useless engagements entered into in a hurry, 
too great for the country to bear ; and yet, by that 
huery, in^fectual to the end, which might be attained 
by a reasonable plan, and t^ion reasonable terms. 
Just so was the last war, ruinous in the expense, and 
nnsucoessful in the end, for want of consideration and 
a reasonable plan at the beginning. But it was easily 
seen that ** afi was going one way;" that it was a sa<? 

p 2 
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prospect for those who wished well to die prince^ 
that the poor princess was veiy uneasy aboat it. 

1^^ All this is so; and it is as certain that the 
duke is fidl as much indisposed to the duke of New- 
castle as the princess; and the amount of all will be— 
Kothinff. 

The long, the princess, the duke, and the chief 
people in employment, all, except the king^ all 
avowedly hate and despise the duke of Newcastle. The 
king delegates his power to him. The princess and 
the duke (from trifling dislikes in my opinion), and 
the principal people in employment, from this strange 
situation of the royal fiunily, and from great unwilling- 
ness to venture their emoluments, cannot unite m 
bringing about the single tMng in which perhaps they 
all' agree. Is not this politi^ prodigy a surer prog- 
nostic of the fall of a state than a comet ? 

Mat 29. — During a visit at Horton for two days, I 
had much conversation with lord Halifax. We entirely 
agreed in the insuf&dency, fidseness, and meanness 
of the duke of Newcastle's administration : and we 
much lamented the imminent necessity of contrary 
conduct in the present dangerous state of our country. 
The remedy we could not find, though we agreed that 
neither the duke nor the country could go on widiout 
other management or other hands. I advised his lord- 
ship to think of it seriously. He said, the duke of 
Newcastle was his near relation ; he wished him well, 
had served him honestly, had asserted the rights of 
his own office, but had Altered into no cabals against 
him : that the duke had sometimes used him kmdly, 
and sometimes otherwise ; had sometimes obliged 
him, and sometimes granted in such a manner as not to 
oblige : that he frankly told his grace all this, and had 
pressed upon him, that it was impossible to proceed 
with these hands, obliged as he might think them ; 
but disobliged as they themselves thought,- or at least 
professed to think : that he would press hnn aoainy 
though without hopes ^of success* Lord H^fiu; 
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owned he saw nothiiig to help the duke but my 
friends Talbot and Dashw€K>d, and me. I said that 
I did not know how he could gain us, unless he could 
shew us a real intention to extricate this country from 
the distress he himself had so much contributed to 
bring upon it : and then, that he (Halifax) should 
have the seals, with sufficient authority to carry those 
intentions into execution, or else, that he would en- 
gage with us to force his grace to a Compliance. He 
then added, that he had represented the usage he had 
met with to the duke, both as his near relation and 
his friend—- The unworthy preferences— lord Holder* 
ness, incapable — then Mr Fox — then sir Thomas 
Robinson, every way most unfit— his making Mr Fox 
of the cabinet, which he before had refused hun, under 
pretence that the king would not consent to it^- his 
allowing Mr Pitt's claim to the seals of secretary, by ' 
making excuses, and laying it whoUy upon the lung's 
dislike — his expressing much alienation to Messrs 
Pitt, Fox, and the Grenvilles, on account of the arro^ 
gance of die first, and of the falseness and cunning of 
the second, who would deceive the duke of Newcastle 
by pretend^g to be his fnend. I said that the duke 
would deceive himself, for Mr Fox did not pretend to 
do it, and would be sorry to have it thdught so, as he 
had declared he neither had nor would have any 
obligadon to him. But that it behove him (Hali&x) 
not to acquiesce under the pretensions of either ; for by 
that means thev would become realities against him | 
and, in case of any alterations (which appeared un- 
avoidable), they would acquire a foundation, if not 
success. He said, that unless the duke of Newcastle 
made a new system, he could not go on ; but if those 
should succeed, it would be a very flimsy and short 
administration, for neither the nation nor the people 
of quality would confide in either of them. Lord 
Hah&x added, that he had felt the danger of sufier* 
lag those groufidless pretossions to be ^Qstablished^ 
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but knew not how to prevent them — and therefore 
he had told the duke of Newcastle, that since he saw 
his grace would not trust him in business, and was 
continually putting people before him, he expected 
some mark of chstmcdon, and demanded the garter : 
that the duke boiled at it, and said lord Carlisle wai 
to have it : that &d Northumberland insbted upon it t 
that he would do hb best, but that he (Hali&x) had 
no friend at court but himself. To which lord Hali&x 
replied, he did not know what his grace meant by 
that — that, indeed, he never thought it necessary to 
apply to whores and knaves; but, in short, he must 
have it, or quit his office — he did not care it should 
appear to be done in a pique, for both their sakes, and 
therefore demred the duke would propose it, and insist 
upon it, to the king; that if his migesty absolutely 
refused it, that the duke, upon honour, would tdil him 
so, and he would thai take a proper time to quit the 
service, which would prevent its appearing to the 
world that the duke had not the power of a minister, 
or that he himself had laid down out of resentment 
The duke said he would not for the world draw such 
a thing upon his majesty, but that he would do his 
best to serve him. I said, I wished he had put his 
weight rather upon a share of government* and a 
power to serve his country at this exigence* He 
replied it was nothing; he was persuaded that the 
duke had never mentioned it to the king. He testi* 
fied much kindness and protestations of friendshm, 
and desired to unite and act with me and mine. He 
also observed, that the duke trusted the chancellor 
no more than him, and suffered difference of opinioa 
from him as impatiently. 

May 30. — I had a long conversation with lord 
Ten^le, who took great pains to persuade me that 
they were all very well satisfied with Mr Fox ; though 
to jealous minds there might be pretence for suspicion, 
from the appearances and the consequences of their 
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'difiereht conduct ; they are desperate with the king^ 
and have not yet been able to ^t possession either of 
Xdcester house or of the duke of Ciunberland. 

June 29. — Mr Fox spent the morning with me. We 
had a good deal of talk to no purpose. None of them 
dare come to any resolution. He was assured by the 
duke of Ai^yll, that Stone was not well with the priif- 
cess. He heard by West, that the duke of Newcastle, 
l^n West's pressing to make up with him (Fox), 
said that Stone was always advisuig the same thing, 
and had lost himself at his own court on that account. 
He said, that the duke was with the princess on the 
2Sd instant, 'and proposed to her taking the prince 
with him to Portsmouth ; which she approved of, and 
desired him to ask the prince himself— he did so, and 
the pnnce agreed to it, but not with so much eager- 
ness as mi^t be expected. On Monday, lord Walde- 
grave sent word he would wait on the duke to settle 
the journey on Tuesday morning; but, in the mean* 
time, the princess had altered her opinion, and sent 
to put it off, on pretence it might give umbrage to the 
king. Fox refines, and is much cussatisfied with this 
transaction : the duke does not, and says it is only 
from a resolution she has taken, not to be accountable 
for anything with his majesty. But Fox is very 
uneasy, and very solicitous to unite the duke and the 
princess, which is the only siu^ ground ; but I think 
It will be exceedingly difficult, u not impossible, to 
cBSbcU 

■ July 16. — Lord Halifax told me, that the duke 
of Newcastle had mentioned his resolution of coming^ 
to some settlement : that Mr Pitt did not absolutely 
insist upon being secretary; but that there was a 
great unwillingness to speak out : that he (Halifax) 
did not wonder at it. It the duke was not in earnest, 
why did he send him such positive terms, or desire a 
conference ? Could he thmk that Pitt woiild open 
himself upon hints, and to such a messenger as Mr 
Torke ? That the duke, in a former conference, had 
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expressed himseli^ '* how much concern it jjave him 
that I should make a speech against him — ^his resoUiP 
tion to make up with me?— inquiries when I went into 
Dorsetshire, and that, in this conference, he cried out 
of himself. We must have Dodington," Thus far lord 
Halifax — and to render intelligible what follows, and 
may follow, with relation to Mr Pitt, I will throw out 
what I know of his situation all together. His ex« 
traordinary conversation with Mr Fox, at lord Hills- 
borough's, may be seen under May 9di. The other 
conference at Holland house, though somewhat more 
courtly, was not more satisfactory, and has never been 
renewed. It seems, that a little before the king went 
to Ibnover, old Horace Walpole, either officiously or 
being sent, tried to bring Mr Pitt into temper, with 
hints that the duke of Newcastle desired it, and would 
have done everything in his power to serve him ae» 
cording to his wishes, and therefore he must not be 
inflexible, &c. Pitt replied he was not, and did not 
insist upon the seals now, but would be contented, as 
a proofof the duke's sincerity, if he would take off all 
marks of proscription ; that the king should agree 
that, when any vacancy happened, he should have the 
seals, and should, in the meantime, treat Imn upon 
that foot. In <ius way be would not dea^ any va- 
cancy should be made for bim. Old Hofnce seemed 
to give into this ; and here, let me inaeft, that Fox 
had heard frOm lord Hartington, who wal^ informed by 
old Horace himself that the duke of Newcastle was 
verv angry with Horace for having advanced so &i ; 
and said,he had gone farther than his commission, or 
than the duke could go, if he would, or would go if 
he could. Then came on these extraordinary confer- 
ences, which, I confess, I do not yet imderstand. I 
know Mr Fox imputes it to a design of Pitt to fix 
himself with the' princess, and that, in order to do 
Mif, it became necessary to declare off with him, as 
the duke of Cumberland's man. But I do not think 
so J it is too refined for me, as nobody but Cresset 
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(tf lie it) is ill a settkd confidence of measures with 
tlie princess, and so I told him. 

In this state then, I wxppoee^ Mr Yorke found Mr 
Pitt, when he appeared so cold as the duke repre- 
sented him to lord Halifax, when he sounded him by 
his grace's order. But the real overture and answer 
was, as Mr James Grenville t<^d me, from Mr Pitt in 
eflbct (though not avowedly), ^reat assurances of 
fiiendship and affection— resolution to bring about 
everything he wished, as soon as possible-— desirous 
that they mififat talk together, and they should soon 
agree, Stc, — ^tbis was not by positive message, but by 
insinuation. The answer was, that as to fiiendship 
and confidence, that was entirely over ; it was loss oi 
time to talk any more in that style: that if even 
those assurances were to be carried into execution 
and were realities, it was a doubt whether they would 
be acc^ted : that he would not take nor hold any- 
fhiiig as a favour from the duke of Newcastle, nor 
ever will owe him any obligation : that Uierefore he 
saw no use in meetings or conferences. But if the 
doke was really in earnest and meant anything; why did 
be not prc^xwe plainly the three things— What was the 
work he expected to be done ? Who were the gentle- 
men he proposed to do it ? And in what stations he 
designed them to act ? 'When he CPiti) was clearly 
i]i£>nned of those three points, he snould be able to 
give an answer, after he had constdted his friends, gen* 
tlemen of honour and efficiency, whether it was to be 
undertaken or not, and upon what terms. 

July 21.— I dined with the duke of Aigyll at Mr 
Fox's. When the company was gone. Fox told me 
he was sure that Mr Pitt had made up with the prtn«i 
cess, and had it in view when he declared off with 
him : that he had long cultivated (above six months) 
an acquiuntance with one no way connected with the 
duke of Newcastle, with whom he had the first con* 
fidentaal conference since he saw me: that Pitt, in 
taUckig oi tldngs of th^t court, I think he called it 
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his court, to that person, said he had heard that 
Stone was not so well tbere as usual : what coukf he 
the reason of it ? The person answered, Shall I tell 
you ? I fear you will not like it ; but as you command 
me, I ^fnll tell you. I take it to be m>m thinking 
him too much in your interest. The same person 
told him (who sometimes converses with ^ Cresset) 
that Mr Pitt was better at that court than usual : to 
what degree, or by what means, he did not know ; but 
that he found Cresset spoke more fevourably of him 
than he used to do. Fox continued then to say tliiat 
lord Egmont was thought to have the chief mam^e- 
ment there ; and that the prince was much fonder of 
that lord than of any other man living. I said, that 
Mr Pitt might have sent offers of service, perh^)s by 
lady Charlotte Edwin, whom my women relations, 
the Grenvilles and Temples, have been courting all 
the winter, and that they might have been veiy civilly 
received and returned : but, that there had been any 
communication, or proposition of measures between 
them, or even an aucUence, I did not believe. I might 
probably think there were no settled measures, but* 
if there were, I thought that neither Pitt nor Egmont 
had the secret or the management of them, but Cres-. 
set lonly. . What then coidd this transaction, either 
real or imaginary, amount to but refinement ? Could 
it influence Mr Pitt's acting in puUic ? or his (Fox's) 
in consequence ? Then we entered into the present 
state of aflairs ; and he told me that the courier, that 
came the 28th past, with the answer from Hanover, 
which was expected to be a decisive one as to the 
sailing of the fleet, brought back a letter, which was 
neither written by lord Holdemess, nor dictated by 
the king, but which was certainly sent from hence by 
the duke of Newcastle (to gain so much time for in- 
action) as a proper teturn K>r the kii^ to make. For 
it acquainted them that the king cannot give any 

Eositive orders about the operations of the fleet, ml 
e was fully mformed of three particular things, which. 
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^e (Fox) 3aid he had forgotten^ but the^ wer^ trifles ; 
that those .trifle were answered, and his majesty was 
humbly advised to leave the dh^ciion of the fleet to 
their (uscretion ; and that, by the return of the cou» 
tier, he had done so ; .that now, till they had digested 
something positive, they agreed to send ah order to 
sir Edward Hawke that he ^oidd sail with about 
sixteen sh:q>s of the line to Torbavj and there expect 
flirther instruetions ; that these iacther instructions 
were to be drawn up bv lord Anson and sir Thomas 
iRobinson; that the duke of Cumberland had said, if 
ihey had any prospect of a peace, he had nothing to 
say; but if they were convinced it must be war, he 
had no notion of not making the most of the strength 
and opportunity we had in our hands; that afters 
wards, m a window with the dukes of Marlborough 
and Newcastle, the latter said, that what his royal high*^ 
toess hail declared was fiill of very good sense, though 
he was not entirely of the same opinion ; that lord 
OrenviUe was absolutely agdnst meddling with trade 
.—-he called it vexing your neighbours for a little muc^ 
«— but that the duke of Newcastle was by no means of 
Ihat opinion, but thought some middle way might be 
feund out. He was asked, what way ? He answered^ 
that, to be sure, Hawke must go out, but that he 
mjght be ordered not to attack the en^ny, unless he 
jthought it worth while. He was answered, that 
Hawke was too wise to do anything at all, which 
others, when done, were to pronounce he ought to be 
hanged for. The duke rephed, what if he had orders 
not to fall upon them unless they were more in num** 
her together than ten ? He was answered, that the 
returned part of the Brest squadron, now at Lisbon; 
b but nine. The duke said, he meant that of mer- 
chantmen only, for to be sure he must attack any 
squadron of ships of war. He was asked, what was a 
squadron ? He said, three ships or more. This ab^ 
surdity is inconceivable. What orders they will give 

Q 
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to Hawke to-morrow I shall not go out of my wtif ti 
inquire. 

July 22.— Monsieur de MireocHX set out about one 
o'dock this moming. The sole question is, whether 
France will submit to puichase the getting home iier 
trade and sailorsy and having the winter to tamper 
with l^pain, at a little loss of reputation, in taoidy 
suflferin^ an insult for awhile-^if she shoidd^ I verily 
think his grace would not be inclined to be nide. But 
the departure of Monsieur de ItGrepoix looks as if the 
French would take it u^ with a hi^ hand, and this 
may render Hawke's instructions something more 
ex{>licit. Mr Fox assured me of one thine yesteidayv 
which surprised me much; he sadd, that the Russians 
hitherto had refused our subsidy $ a|s also, Umt die 
qifeeh of Hungary had absolutely refused, not only 
our money, but to have anything to do with us, saying) 
it is our own quarrel, and she will not be conceraed 
in it. She b sure that the French w31 not meddk 
with her, and tiierefore she wiU send no troops hM 
Flandors, even if we would be at the whole expenses 
He added, that upon his tdling his royal highness 
that the dakt of Newcastle was for a nml war, his 
royal hkimess laiu^ed at him,and said, it was because 
he couldget nobody to take his money, and that he 
mdered, of his own authoiity, that more monev should 
be offered to the Russiaiis than tiie n^ency Knew o^ 
or even the king (as he sui^)osed). 1 pressed Fox 
much (who did not seem to feel the force of it) to 
try if he could fix such a &ct on the duke of Newcas- 
tle, which is not only criminal in itself, but if It was 
approved of afterwards, would be sufficient to fii^^iten 
him out of his wits, for having acted extra^ rovincsaUy. 
I was surprised that Fox did not see it m the same 
fight, and I shall press him again. 

Aua. 3. — I saw lord Temple at Carleton-house, 
who assured me that neither Mr Pitt nor himself 
kifew, or had. heard one word more, than wlmt Ifr 
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Allies Qfehville had acquainted me with. I also saw 
Mr Fox there, who told me that the duke of New- 
castle was angiT with the duke, and would hardlv 
apeak to his ro^ highness ; and that he himself (Fox) 
Md not changed a word with his grace since he saw 
me last : that the Hessian treaty was signed, and that 
Hawke's orders were of the compromising kind — and - 
this is all that is weak and ruinous. 

Aug. di.-^-'Lord 'Hali&x was with me. He was with 
the duke of Newcastle at dinner on Saturday, and yes- 
terday again, by the duke's desire. His grace did nol 
tell lum Hawke's instructions, but he finds that they 
are not to meddle with the trade, nor, as he suspects, 
to. attack the men of war unprovoked. He tninks 
they will by no means declare war, if the French do 
not. 

At last, lord Halifax took the duke into another 
vooBi, and told him that as he had laid before his 
pace the state of his afiairs, and had 'given lum his 
flttoere ojainion, which his grace iseemed to approve o( 
at the tmie, but had, he believed, never thoiu;ht of 
nnee, he woftild trouble him no more upon that head : _ 
that he thought himself very ill-used ; but, if his grace 
thought he could ^o on without anjr settlement, it 
was well — he (Hau&x) thought it impossible; and 
tiieugfa he had hitherto been very lucky, yet the wlu^ 
would cotainly break about his ears. Ihe duke said, 
he still q>pr0ved of what he (Hali&x) had advised, 
and he was of the same intention to do it, but that he 
could settle nothing till the king returned. Lord 
Halifkr rep&ddf that was his grace's a£&ir, and he did 
not cave if his grace made Mr Pitt secretary ; but if 
he made any alterations, that he (Halifax) expected 
to have justice done him : he was a wretch, a nobodv ; 
he would be of the cabinet, and have access to the 
kmg^ if anything was done. The duke said, he was 
surprised to hear him talk in this manner, and went 
Oil, as if it was laying lum under new difficulties. To 
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which lord Halite replied, that he found it was more 
necessary to talk so than he at first thought; lor bj 
his grace's surprise, it was plain he never thought of it 
at all ; that, though a loyer of an active life, yet, in the 
way he was treated, he was weary of it, and would quit 
it if justice was not done him; that he found Bosca^ 
wen was coming home, and he believed the duke of 
Newcastle understood that part of the squadron was to 
return with him, and a force equftl to what was in 
Louisbour]^, to be left for a time ; that he (Hali&xl 
Opposed tius strongly, and said, if the force to be len 
is but equal, suppose the French should come out and 
beat them, is it impossible? Suppose the squadron 
under La Mothe, at Quebec, should know that there 
was but an equal number left, might they not fall upon 
them, and be joined by fhose in Louisbourg, was that 
impossible ? That the enemy was certainly str^tened 
in provisions, and if a superior force remained there 
the place in all probability must &U to us. The duke 
said the ships could not winter there, and lord Anson 
was of that opinion. Lord Halifax replied, he did not 
regard lord Anson's opinion against fact ; for he would 
maintain, that the whole navy might ride the whole win- 
ter in Halifax harbour with the utmost safety; that the 
Albany slobp had been there these five years, and had 
cost as little in repsdrs as nny other vessel, and is now 
gone out again. The reasoning seemed to be thus— if 
you leave those seas, the French will come out, and 
Louisbonrg will be victualled. If you leave but n 
toiall force it will be in danger from the ships there^ 
imd from a junction of those now in the gulf of St Law- 
rence. The French cannot remain there in November 
without being frozen up. You can stay, because the 
harbour of Halite is never fix>zen, or very slightly; 
and you are at sea from thence m seven hours, and 
therefore never need have the same ships out above a 
week at a time ; so, if the enemy appears, you take 
them^!— if not, you freeze them up, and their numbers 
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^»ifi add to the want of provisions in the place. The 
duke of Newcastle pressed him to give him these hints 
b writing; which lord Halifax declined. 

Auo. 6. — I passed the day at Kew. The princess 
has had nothing of Hawke'-s instructions, or anything 
else Gonimunicated to her, and she expressed her dis- 
satisfaction at it. She inveighed most bitterly against 
the not pushing the French everywhere. The people 
would not sureh^ bear it when the parliament met. I 
aaidy^I believed they would. Surely, said she, the 
parli^ent would never bear the sufibring the French 
to bring home their trade and sailors^ &c. She saw 
the terrible consequences of it, and of a patched-up 
peace, which must break out when the French had 
perfected their naval plan, and fall upon her son^ 
young and inexperienced, at the beginning of his reign. 
I said, I doubted if an^^ody would interfere; but if 
they should, I hope, madam, you would not take it ill* 
I! (says she) No indeed, very far from it; I am sure 
I have, no reason, nor anything like it. She was very 
solicitous to push the war, and wished Hanover in the 
sea^ as the cause of all our misfortunes. I said, I pre^ 
Bumed to d^r with her, that I was as ready to defend 
Hanover as Hampshire, if attacked on our account. 
I thought it no encumbrance if properly treated; and 
the only difference between me and the mmisters, was 
not about the thing, but the manner. She said, she 
perfectly understood me ; and it would be 60 in another 
reign, but could not be in this; that, in the manner it 
had been treated, it had been the foundation of all 
just complaints and bad measures. I asked her, if 
she could account for lord Anson and the duke of 
Cumberland concurring in tying up Hawke's hands; 
the one, as a sea general, unconnected at least; the 
other, as b land general, at open enmity with the duke 
of Newcastle : she sai<^ she could joot, for the duke 
had strongly declared (though not to her, who had 
not much conversation with him) for a naval war. I 
relied, that might be die language of good sense only> 

q2 
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ts being the popular cry, with h<^>es thM a sea war 
might probably light up a land one. She said, I waa 
right — and added, nobody knew what to do— no tw0 
people were together — she chose to sit still, think* 
It the only prudent part, as everybody was disunit 
I said, that the general difBdenee she described wa^ 
the cause of the infinite speculation and refinement 
that now prevailed; for as nobody knew, so every one 
Was guessmg each other — ^in which her royal highness 
had a principal share — she replied, nobody, surely 
could stand clearer than she, for the world must know 
everybody that she saw, and when. She took serious 
pains to convince me, that she had no fixed settle* 
ment or connexions at alL She may deceive me; but 
I am persuaded she has no fixed digested political 
plan, or regular communication in politics with any** 
oody, except Mr Cresset. She then told me, that the 
kine had sent to invite the two princesses of Bnins* 
wicS: to Hanover; they came, but their mother (the 
king of Prussia's sister), who was not invited, came 
with them — we talked of the match — sujrely he would 
not marry her son without acquainting her with it so 
much as by letter. I said, certainly not, as he had 
always behaved very politely to her. It may be so^ 
she replied ; but how can this be reconciled ? In this 
jnanner, said I, nothing will be settled at Hanover; 
but when the king comes back, he may say in conver- 
sation, and commending the prince's figure, that he 
wishes to see him settled before- he dies, ana that he 
has seen such and such young princesses, and though 
he would settle nothing, without her participation, yet 
he could wish to see the prince settled before his 
death, and therefore if she had no objection, he 
should think one of those princesses a very suitable 
partv. 

she paused, o/ad sidd, no ; he was not that sort of 
man; but, if he should settle the match without ac- 
quainting her with it, she should let him know how ill 
she took it ; and if he did it in the manner I mentioned^ 
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sh^ should not &il to tell him fairly and plainly^ that 
It was full early ; and that she had eight other child- 
len to be provided for; that she hoped he would think 
pf doing for them, and not leave her eldest son eight 
voung .children to take care of, before he had one of 
bis own; that it was probable the prince might have 
30 many, that hers could not expect much provision^ 
She was determined to behave so whenever the king 
spoke to her about it. She thought the match pre-> 
mature ; the prince ought to mix with the world — the 
marriage would prevent it — he was shy and back* 
ward, the match would shut him up for ever with two 
jor three Mends of his, and as many of hers. That he 
was much averse to it himself, and that she disliked 
the alliance extremely; that the young woman waa 
said to be handsome, and had all good qualities, and 
Sundance of wit, &c. but if she todk after her mother, 
she will never do here — the duke of Brunswick, in- 
deed, her father, is a very worthy man. Pi^y» madam, 
said I, what is her mother ? as I know nothing at all 
about her. Why, said she, her mother is the most in- 
triguing, meddling, and also the most satirical, sarpas- 
tical person in the world, and will always make mis- 
chief wherever she comes. Such a character would 
not do with George ; it would not only hurt him in 
his public, but make him uneasy in his private situa^ 
tion; that he was not a. wild, dissipated boy, but 
good-natured and cheerful, with a serious cast upon 
the whole— that those about him knew him no more 
than if they never had seen him* That he was not 
quick, but with those he was acquainted, applicable 
and intelligent. His education had given her much 
pain ; his book-learning she was no judge of, though 
she supposed it small or useless ; but she hoped he 
might have been instructed in the general understand- 
ing of things. That she did not know lord Walde- 
grave, and as to Mr Stone, if she was to live forty 
years in the house with him, she should never be bet- 
ter acquainted with him than she was* She onc^ 
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desired him to infonn the prince about the constitu- 
tion f but he declmed it, to avoid giving jealousy to 
the byM>p of Norwich ; and that she had mentioned it 
again, but he still declined it, as not being his province. 
nny, madam, said I, what is his province ? She said, 
she (Ud not know, unless it was to go before the prince 
upstairs; to walk with him sometimes, 8eld<wi to 
nde with him, and now and then to dine with Kim—- 
but when they did walk together, the prince generally 
took that time to think of his own a&irs and to say 
nothing. She showed me a letter from Hanover, that 
said the news of Boscawen*s action, which came here 
on the 15th of June, got to Hanover on the 20th-— 
that Bnssy had his audience the 17th, and his letters 
of recall the 22d, but was not gcHie on the 25th. She 
wished extremely that he was gone, lest he should 
fri^ten them into some unbecoming compliance, as 
be had done once before.-^! had afterwards much talk 
with the prince about funding and other serious 
matters, who seemed to hear with attention and satis- 
fiu;tion. 

Aug. 18. — I was at Holland Jiouse, and had a long con- 
versation with Mr Fox : he said the Hessian subsidy 
was ratified — that the duke of Newcastle bade Mr 
Amyand read lord Holdemess's letter to the regency, 
acquainting them, that the king had made such a 
treaty, and caused him to observe, that his majesty 
directed the chancellor to fix the s^ to it, who only 
bowed, and their lordships signed it without reading it, 
as a thing of course. That the first directions to lord 
Anson and sir Thomas Robinson, to draw Hawked 
instructions, were, that he should take and destroy all 
French ships of war, but no merchantmen-— when 
they were brought to the select persons of the regency, 
they had altered them, and restrained Hawke from 
taking any but ships of the line. The duke of Cum- 
berland, in this httle assembly, was expressii^ his 
dislike of the alteration, when the dukef of Newcastle 
came in, and interrupted his highness by saying, that 
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he Was glad of the alteration^ because he knew that 1^ 
was more conformable to the king's way of thinkin^^ 
and then desired his highness to proceed ; who said 
that he knew his prace had correspondences at Ha- 
nover, which he did not communicate to him ; but he 
did not know that his grace had taken his majesty's 
pleasure upon that head till now, when he was pleased 
to declare it— that since it was so, he had too many 
ties ever to .say a word against his majesty's pleasure 
when he knew it. When the instructions came to the 
bottom of the table to be signed by him (Fox) ; he 
asked lord Anson if there were no objections to them^ 
who said, Yes, a hundred ; but it pleases those at the 
upper end of the table, and will signify nothing, for 
the French will declare war next week, if they have 
not done it already. -But, said I, that did not happen- 
No, replied he, and therefore I am veiy sorry that I 
signed them. But in a few days, the duke was very 
d^irous to have them altered, as well as the duke of 
Marlborough and myself; and in the morning before^ 
the regency met, he endeavoured to have them ex- 
tended, but without efiect — ^when the regency was 
over, the duke of Marlborough and I desired to speak 
with the duke of Newcastle, and I told him now 
absurd I thought it, that we, who had begun the war, 
should sufier the hands to pass by us that were to be 
employed against us, &c. that I desired him to re^ 
member, though I had made no objection at the 
regency, yet I now did, and privately to him, declare 
my disapprobation to these orders. The duke of 
li^lborough did the same. In the afternoon, a note 
came to lord Anson, while he was at dinner at Mr 
Fox's, to meet that evening at the duke's lodgings^ 
the result of which was to send directions to l£twke 
to seize or destroy everything French, trade or mei| 
of war, between Cape Ajtegal and Gape Clear, and so 
it now stands. Mr Fox added that, besides the 
Hessian, a subsidiary treaty was concluded with 
Sup^ as he understood, thoiigh he had not heard 
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direetly fix>m Williaias. He did not speak out about 
tliat correspondence. The iubsidy was 100,000/. per 
annum for four years, to hold in readiness SO or 
60,000 men, for which, when we employed them, we 
were to pay 500,000/.^ per annum. He also supposed^ 
that there would be subsidies to Bararia and others* 
Mr Fox continued, that he had of late had opportii* 
nities o( conversing much with the duke of Devon- 
shire, occasioned by his son's afiairs: that he was 
open and vehement against all subsidies whatsoever | 
that the nation could not oirry on a naval war with 
France^ and support Hanover, and that it must take 
care of itself: that we had followed the king's pdli- 
tics too long, and the king must be told that the 
nation could not support the expense of both : that 
the duke of Newcastle held by nothmg but absolute 
submission | and he must not, nor would he, contra- 
dict the king in anything. Fox said, that kNrd 0ran- 
i^le told the duke of Newcastle that he would be 
serv^ himself, as he and his brother had served him 
(Ghrsmville). They would not abuse him themselves^ 
but would sit still and rather encourage the abuse 
than defend him. He positively knew some con* 
sideraMe people, not suspected of an inclination to 
(fiflbr, who would be absolutelv against all subsidy 
whatsoever— he did not name them, nor would he to 
him (Fox.) Mr Fdx said, that talking this matter of 
subsidies over with the duke, his highness said in a 
word, that he was very sorry for them, that the bent 
of the nation was strong against subsidies for Germany, 
and that it would be brought to endure them y/iuk 
much reluctance; that his highness laid no great 
weight upon the point of honour, for it would not do 
with the bulk of the people : that we should see a 
strong exertion of power on one hand, and a strong 
dislike and restiveness on the other. I said, I thought 
Hanover might, and ought to be defended ; the ques- 
tion was only who was to pay for it, and in what 
proportions ? Mr Fox replied, he was surprised that 



BtJBB DODtNGTOV. IM 



lnunotagaibtt BllmriMUiei. I told lum UMt iloie 
I Aoold be ftur^ would hardly be the miiiisterial ones; 
but I deBved to know what diose RuisiaBB were to 
do ? 'Wliy, aaid he, to prevent tihe king of FtnaatL 
inuk attacking Huwrer in oonjiuedon widi tiie 
flW B tl fc, I aniweved, the king of Pituwia woidd not 
atladt Hanorer. He said he was glad to hear me aay 
BO, end hoped I could make it oat. I said there was 
inoe enoffigh for that, and for my ideas of ddeiidii^ 
Ibnov^. He might imagine, that I had not giyen 
Wfself tbtt tremble to digest my thoughts with very 
great exactness, much less to put them into writing; 
but liiat whenever he came to act, I would lay every 
tMog I knew before him without reserve, but it Was 
new useless to cfigest and discuss what might never 
coMne into operation. 

tan*. 8. — Mr Pitt called on me, and acquainted me 
that he had seen the ministers, and that he was to see 
die duke of Newcastle, at his own desire, at seven this 
evenii^. He b^jan upmi the subsidies: that tlie 
Hessian he knew erf*, for 6,000 men, as a warrant for 
the levy money was come to his office : that he would 
support a naveu war to the utmost, but by no means a 
continental one ; the nation could not support both: it 
wocdd carry us up to seven millions the first year, and 
would go on increasing ; — 'twas bankn^tcy. R^ard 
should be had to Hanovar, no doubt, but secondarily : 
we should never lay down our afms without procuring 
sadsfoctibn for any damage thev should receive on our 
account ; but we could not find, money to defend it by 
subsidies, and if we could, that was not the way to de- 
fend it. An <^pen country was not to be defended 
against a neighbour who had 150,000 men, and an 
enemy that had 1SO,000 mwe to back them. In short, 
he mged many strong, ingenious, and solid reasons, 
for makinf a stand against them, and giving no subsi- 
dies at afi : that the king's honour would be pressed, 
&c. and, therefore, if the 4uke of Newcastle would be 
contented wi& the Hessian subsidy for this once only^ 
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'aikf efigage, with proper ieewrUy, new to ofler mdk 
ther during the whole course of the war, and recdve 
it as a compliment to the king for this once; never to 
be renewed or attempted again, but to be looked v^n 
as putting a final end to continental subsidies ; then, 
though it would not be right, yet he might not abso- 
lutely reject it, but mi^t ask other gentlemen's 
opimon about it: but for the Russian subsidy of 
120,000/. per annum, and 500,000/. per annuni when 
we took the number of men into pay, which treaty he 
heard was signed, if not ratified, he could [never come 
into it upon any account — >'twas better to speak plain, 
there was no end of these thin^ : it was deceiving 
and ruining ourselves, and leaduig Hanover into a 
snare ; for if 70,000 men would not be sufficient, we 
must take more till they were sufficient, which would 
ruin us, or we must give them up at last, when we had 
drawn a war upon them : that tne duke of Newcastle 
had made a person write to him (Pitt) to say, that the 
duke was sorry that he was obliged to go into Sussex 
the next dav, but that the chancellor did not go to 
Wimpole till Wednesday, and he should be ohli^d to 
Mr Pitt if he would call upon the chancellor, which 
he did. The chancellor told him, that he hoped he 
.would assist them cordially in their business ; mat the 
king had, indeed, taken prejudices which were dis- 
agreeable, and that steps had been taken to remove 
them before he went to Hanover : that they had been 
the subject of correspondence since: that they. had 
not all the success they could wish, as yet^ but they 
hoped they would : that the king was very fond of lord 
Holdemess and sir Thomas Robinson ; but if ^y ac- 
cident should happen, it might probably be brought 
about, in case he would assist them cordially, ^at 
they might procure the seals for him, ^hich he so 
much desircKl. When the chancellor had finished, 
Mr Pitt replied that he must begin with his last words 
—the seals which he so much desired — of whom ?— 
he did not remember that he had ever applied to his 
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'forddnp lor them : he was sure he never had to the< 
'duke of Newcastle; and did assure the chanceUof, 
that if they could prevail upon his majesty to give 
them to him, under his present dislike, all the use he 
would make of them would he to lay them at his ma- 
jesty's feet : that, till the king liked it, and thought k 
necessary to his service, and till his mirasters deared 
it, he never would accept the seals : that he knew the 
king had lately said that he had intruded himself into 
office : that the chancellor knew how much he was 
. misinformed, and if he should ask for any &vour, it 
would be that thev should inform his msyesty better : 
. the ch^cellor had said a great deal, but he desired his 
lordship to let him know what he was expected to as- 
sist in and what was the woii^ ? Why, replied the chan- 
cellor, to carry on the war they were engaged in. He 
said, there was no doubt of his concurrence in carrying 
on the war* as it was a national war; and he thought 
that r^ard ought to be had to Hanover, if it should 
be attacked upon our account The chancellor stopped 
him short, ^and said he was extremely pleased that 
they agreed in their principles, and that both thought 
Hanover should be defended. Mr Pitt desired nis 
lordship to observe the words he had used, ^ that 
regard was to be had to Hanover," and then said all 
he had said to me before, as to our inability to defend 
it, and the impropriety of the defence by subsidy. 
,llie chancellor said, that he understood that the 
commons, the last • session, had tacitly allowed, that 
Hanover must be defended : that, in consequence of 
that acquiescence, there was a subsidiary treaty for 
6000 Hessians, in the usual form, and also a treaty for 
a body of Russians. 

But where Mr Pitt laid the greatest stress, was 
on what the chancellor in reasoning had said; to 
be sure, those things (meaning subsidies) should have 
their bounds, and that he was afraid they would not 
be very popular; and when he was enforcing the 
necessiiy of putting a total stop to them, and leaving 

R 



194 THE DIA&T OF 

HeiKnrer to the syKtem and conetitnlioD of the em- 
pure^ the chaaceUor seemed to acquiesce in the ^reason, 
but told him he must be sensiUe that talking In that 
manner would not make way with the king. Mr IHtt 
still persisted in not giving into the subsidy, and the 
chancdlor desired hun to see the duke of r«ewcastle» 
and to talk it over with him. Mr Pitt said, that if 
the di^e sent to desire to speak with him, he would 
wait on his grace» and not otherwise. 

!^ Pitt thought that the duke of Devonshire 
would oppose subsidies, and might be brought to do 
it in the house of lords. He hsS seen the duke of 
Bedford, who talked warmly and sensibly i^ut them. 
He left me fully determined to tdl the duke of 
Newcastle plainly, that he would not come into the 
Jtussian subsidy upon any account; nor into any- 
ihiitt dse, tOl he was wdl apprised o£ the measures; 
till he knew who were to carry th^n into execution, 
and in what stations they were to be ; and dll the 
hcmse was pr<»erly treated, and gentlemen were made 
easy, who naa a right to be so. He had not seen 
lord Egmont, but knew he had been sent to with an 
oflfer of sir William Young's place. He hoped hk 
lordship had given no positive answer. He promised 
to acquaint me ¥dth t^ result of the conference he 
was to have this evenii^ with the duke of Newcastle 
before he went back into the country, which he should 
do tomorrow. 

Mr Pitt returned to me and told me, &at he had 
painted to the duke all the ill-consequences of thia 
system of sidMfidies in the strongest light that hia 
own imi^^ination, hdghtened by my suggestions, could 
fiimish hun with. He had deprecatedhis grace, not 
to complete the ruin which the king had nearly 
brought upon himself by his joum^ to Hanover^ 
which all people should have prevented, even with 
their .bodies. A king abroad, at this time, without 
one man about him that has one English sentiment,, 
and to bring home a whole set of subsidies ! That he 
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waa wilKnff to promote the king^s service^ but if thlv 
was what be was sent fbr to nromoCe, few words were 
best — ^Qothing in the world snould induce him to agree 
to these subsidies. The duke was tedious and per- 
plexed, and would have persuaded him what a pretty 
figure he would make wnen he was a cabinet counse- 
lor; that the king was luriily pleased with both hk 
secretaries ; but ifany accident should make a Taeaocy, 
to be sure the kins would be elad of his services, &c. 
Mr Pkt said, that lie did not &6ire such racancy, nor 
the office I that he had declared, when pressed about 
the house of commons, that if they expected him, or 
any one else, to do their busfaiess in that house, they 
must give him proper distinction and powers; that, in 
short, the duke's system of canying on the busiiiesa 
of the house he belKved would not do, and that wlttle 
he had life and breath to utter, he would oppose it ; 
that there must be men of efficiency and authority in 
the house ; a secretary and a chancellor of the exche* 
guer at least, who should have access to the crown; 
habitoal, frequent, familiar access, he meant ; that th^ 
mil^t tell their own story, to do themsehes and theur 
fiionds justice, and not be the victims of a whisp^ ; 
that he f Pitt) esteemed both the secretaries, but he 
supposeo something was wantii^, or why was he sent 
ibr f If t^ey were necessary to govtnaaent^ no 
doubt they could carry on government, and he should 
be glad of it : for his part, if the ministiy asked no- 
thii^ of him, ne asked nothing of them. The duke 
then said, that the system of subsidies, indeed, was not 
to be insisted upon, but two did not make a system ; 
the king's honour was now engaged, and he enlarged 
much upon that point. Mr Pitt replied, th^t he had 
a deep regard for the king's honour, but that the sys- 
tem of subsidies was so fatal, that he could not thmk 
of submitting to 100,000/. unless it was ^en by gen- 
demen who became pledges to each other, and to the 
pabHe, that nothing of the like kind should ever be 
offered again; and unless it should be notoriously 
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declared ahd understood on both ndes. that it waa 
given and received as a mark of the afiection of « 
mined nation, to save the honour of its king, who had 
entered into a rash engagement; but for two, it was 
the same as twenty, and no persuasion should make 
him for them. He then desired his ^race to think 
seriously of the consequences— what', if the duke of 
I>evonsfaire should begin the cppoution in the house 
of lords ? If he did, he (Pitt) would not conceal it 
from the duke of Newcastle; he would echo it in the 
house of commons as loudly, and with all the powers 
he was able to exert But was this all ? Were there 
no subsidies to be renewed? The duke mumbled 
that the Saxon and Bavarian were offered and pressed, 
but there was nothing done in them ; that the Hessian 
was perfected, but the Russian was not concluded* 
Whether the duke meant unsigned, or unratified, we 
cannot tell, but we understand it is signed* When 
his grace dwelt so much upon the king's honour, Mv 
Pitt asked him — ^what, if out of the fifteen millions 
the king had saved, he should give his kinsman of 
Hesse 100,000/., and the czarina 150,000/., to be off 
from these bad baigains, and not suffer the suggest 
tions so dangerous to his own quiet and the safety of 
his famOy to be thrown out, wmch would, and musli 
be insisted upon in a debate of this nature ? Where 
Would be the harm of it ? The duke had nothing to 
say, but desired they might talk it over with the 
chancellor; Mr Pitt repliied, he was at their command^ 
thouffh nothing could alter his opinion. 

yfe then, Mr Pitt and I, talked over whom we 
could engage; to whom he had communicated this 
af^r? He said, that Mr Legge was firm as a rock. 
He was shy about lord Egmont, but said he had seen 
him ; he was rec^ved very kindly, and lord Egmont 
seemed to enter into the thing; but what might hap 
pen when offers were made, he (Pitt) could not telL 
He desired me to apply to lord Hillsborough and m 
Francis Dashwood—I mentioned Oswald— he said h^ 
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iiufo^i diat Ohridd was wkfa us (if so, k miMt be 
by Lwe). I asked him if he had communicated it 
to MrFox f He ausweved, Ko» nor did he design to 
do it ; he would tell me the whole of his thoughts 
upon that matter; that he wished Mr Fox yety weU, 
and had nothing to complain of; but that they could 
not act together, because thev were not on the same 
ground ; that Mr Fox owned to him that he (Fox) 
was not iui jurii ; he could not blame him for it^ but 
he who was wi Jurit^ could not act in connexioB 
with one who was not. He (Pitt) was readv in the 
last session to proceed anj len^s against the duke 
of Newcastle ; but when it came to the push^ Mr Fox 
aeknoiwledped he could not, and went on, through the 
whole session, compromising everything when it began 
to piBoh^^the Reading dection; the Imen aflidr; and 
wlien Ireland b^gan to be a thorn, Mr Fox's great 
firiend, IcNrd Harnngton, was to take it out ; that by 
these means Mr Fox had taken the smooth part, and 
had left h&n to be fidlen upon ; Fox had risen upon 
. his shoulders, but he did not blame him ; and he only 
riiowed me how impossible it was for two to act t<^e- 
ther, who <fid not stand' upon the same ground. Be* 
sides this, Mr Fox lired with his greatest enemies, 
lord Ofunville, Messrs Stone and Murray. Mr Fox 
was reported b^ the duke of Newcastle, that he had 
fetdy offered himself to the duke— I here interrupted 
Mr Pitt by saying*, I was confident it was fidse ; he 
and, he knew t)ie duke of Newcastle was a very mat 
liar, and therefore, if Mr Fox denied it, he should not 
hesitate a moment which he should believe. I then 
and, that as those who united in this attack were to' 
part no more, it would be proper to think what was 
to be held out to them, if they succeeded; he de- 
dined this, and said, it would look too much like a 
ftction ; there was nothing country in it. If we suc-^ 
epeded, to be sure, those who contributed must, and 
would be considered, when the first opportunity 

B 2 
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offered ; but to engage fo^ spedfical things iod time^f 
he thought no one man had any title, except myself il 
that for me, anything, everythmg that I ll&ed, ought 
to be the common cause, and he was ready to enter 
into any engagements y/ith me. He then expressed 
himself strangely as to me ; that he thought me of 
the greatest consequence; no man in this country 
would be more listened to, both in and out of Wi. 
house, &c. &C. — that he was most desirous to connect 
fmd unite himself with me in the strictest manner-*— hd 
over had th^ highest regard for my abilities — we had 
always acted upon the same principles ; he had thie 
honour of being married into my relations; everything^ 
invited him to it. He added a great deal more that 
surprised me very much, considering the treatment i* 
have met with for years past both from him and thosct 
relations. It surprised me so much, that all I said 
was, that I was much obliged to him, but that he 
might depend upon it that I would not accept of his 
friendship, or of any mark of his confidence, without 
meeting mm more than half way. 

Thus far, however, is fortunate, and I am glad ta 
find that I shall be supported in a step, which, for my*" 
own credit, as well as for the interest of my country^ 
I must have taken, though I had met with no support 
at all. 

Oct. 6. — Lord Hali&x dined with me, and we seti* 
tied how he was to behave to the duke of Newcastle^ 
on account of a letter to him from his grace, pressing 
him to engage me in the king's service. 

8. — ^Lord Halifax had been with the duke of New- 
castle, who pressed him much on my account, and 
begged him to obtain a meeting with me. I agreed to 
go to- Newcastle house next I%day. 
. 10. — I went first to lord Halifax, and then to New<« 
castle house. I was much pressed to join his graces 
but I absolutely refiised being for the. Russian subsk^ 
on any account. v 
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r-p^A 19.-^1 settled preliminariesy whfch/ with the 
eonversation at Newcastle house, are to be found 
among my papers. 

Nov. 30. — Messrs Pitt, Legpe, and George Gren- 
yille received letters of dismission, and James Gren-* 
yille resigned the board of trade. 

Dbo« 17. — I went by desire to Newcastle house. 
His grace, with many assurances of confidential friend* 
9hip, told me, that he had the king's permission to 
ofier me the treasury of the navy, wMch I accepted, 

19.<— I waited upon the princess to acquaint hex' 
with what had passed — but her royal highness re-^ 
cmved me very coolly. 

. 22. — I kissed the king's hand as treasurer of the; 
aaavy* ^ 

, 1756. Jan. 26. — Question upon the dividing the 
vice-treasurership of Ireland into three. It was pro^ 
posed and supported by Messrs Pitt, Potter, and tWr 
friends. 

. Feb. 4,-^1 was sent for to Newcastle house about 
the loan, which failed from sir John Barnard's afiec^ 
tation of shdwing his superior credit and abilities, by 
raising money at a price at which it is not to be had 
in the quantity wanted. I subscribed 50,000/. public 
money. 

► 6.— t The American bill was read the third time; 
which was opposed with insufferable length and .ob-» 
fttinacy by Mr Pitt and his friends. 

May. 6.-i— I w^ted on the duke of Newcastle, "who 
itold me with much warmth and anxiety, that they 
had had an account by the Spanish minister, that the 
French finished their debarkation upon Minorca, the 
20th instant. That they had taken Mahon, and pre- 
tended to take St Philip's by the end of the month. 
And also, that as soon as they had finished their 
debarkation. Monsieur de la Galissionere stood out to 
sea, off the island, to intercept our succours; so that, 
before now, there must have been a naval action 
between him and Byng. Galissionere has twelve 
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■lii^ of the liiM^ and Byng ten ytrf good, f mUfwa 
we were alone, that it was astonLsfamg that Byag waa 
not there a month ago. He said he was not readf, 
and he was ohlked to stay two or three deevs for his 
kst 200 men. That we had but 63 ships of the line 
in Europe, and even those still wanted 4000 men. 
That it was tmjMrr coM^eaiu, and that MSrq)oix had 
told hhn, that 30 of nis master's ships would amuse 
80 of ours. That- if Hawke and Boscawen did not 
join, we had no naval force equal to what the enemy 
had at Brest. I asked, why were you not ready ? 
why have you not more ships and more men f He 
replied, he had not the direction of the sea, and his 
grace laid a great deal of blame there. And without 
naming lord Anson, he showed himself extremely difr^ 
■atisfi^ with him; bat comured me upon my h<^, 
not to mention to anybody what he had said upon 
that head. He concluded with inaisting that the 
island must be retaken. 

Mat. 7.^*1 called upon Mr Fox. He was full of con- 
eem. He would have sent a squadron, and a strong 
<me, the first week in March, but could not prevail. 
Lord Anson assured him, and took it upon himself^ 
that Byng*s squadron would beat anything the Frendi 
had, or could have in the Mediterranean. 

17.— <>Mr Fox came to me in the house, and after 
saying that he must shortly call on me, to talk a Mttle 
freely, as he was very uneasy at the posture of public 
a^yrs, and particularly with his own situation. That 
the duke of Newcastle was unusually light and triffing^ 
yesterday, when his grace dined with him : that he 
was extremely pleased with wh&t he (Fox) bad de- 
clared on Friday last in the house, which was, that 
lord Anson authorised him to say, that the <duke had 
never obstructed the sending sooner to the Mediterra- 
nean Twhich was more, says he, than he could ever 
make lord Anson say before), but that they were all 
agreed upon that point, &c. That, therefore, nobody 
blamed him ; that the dty imputed nothing to hi |w^ 
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ati' the sea was not his province. - Fox Baked him 
from whence he had that news ? He replied^ from 
Garraway's. Fox said, that if he could believe any- 
thing he heard) the city were extremely displeased 
with the leaving Minorca exposed; and that generally 
it would be ever true, that those who had the chief 
direction in an administration, would bear the greatest 
share of blame, and that those people deceived him 
who told him it was otherwise now. The duke still 
persisted that nobody thought him to blame; and that 
after the decl^^tion last Friday, the house of com- 
mons was satisfied with him* Fox replied, he did not 
know from whom his grace had his information of the 
house of commons ; but it appeared plainly to him, 
that when Mr Pitt charged the loss of Minorca upon 
his grace, and he had defended him as answerable only> 
m an equal d^ree ynth others, all their fiiends hung 
their heads, and not a man of them was, or seemed to 
be persuaded, that a squadron could hot be sooner 
Sent, or that all had been done which could be done. 
He (Fox) indeed had defended his grace in everything 
Where he Could defend him ; but in one thing he never 
eould, which was, in his not believing it must be war, 
And in not arming sooner. The duke still insisted, 
that nobody could think him to blame. Mr Fox went 
^ and said, that this intelligence- came from sir 
Thomas Robinson, who was a weak man, &c. That 
be thought he himself had fully answered all that 
could be expected, or which he had engaged for, and 
hoped that I thought so too; but he found by the 
dvjue of Newcastle's whole behaviour to him, that the 
duke was not at all satisfied with what he had done. 
Was it not true that the chief in. an administration 
would always be the most obnoxious? I answered^' 
Yes : unless they had any one to make a scape^goat. 
He seemed alarmed, and asked me if I thought him 
ISkely to be a scape-goat, and dwelt upon the expres-' 
Mon« I tol^ him, as the truth was, that I had pot 
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hhn in anj dtegtee so mueh «s in my eoiit;mpkido% 
and I had nosudi apprehensions. Mr Fox eontinuec^ 
and said he was very uneasy : that the countiy waa in 
a sad way, but if it was in a better, those who had the 
direction of it, could no more carrv on this war than 
his three children. That he hnnself had always hinted 
at sending a squadron to Minorca sooner; and that 
the duke of Cumberland pressed it stron^y so long 
1^ as last Christmas. I then asked him, whether 
diere was any truth in the report, that the imncea 
George and Edward were to be kept at Kaisington ? 
He repUed, he fimded there were sofoe grounds for It^ 
but he was not in the least trusted or consulted about 
it; but he knew (thoiu^ not from Uiem) that the 
dtdce of Newcastle and tiie chanceikff had had two 
conferences upon that subject; and though private 
conferences between them were nothus^ new, for he 
auppoaed they had them every nj^t, yet,^they had 
hfla two^ particularly on ^m subject ; atid he would 
inform me how he new it Thc^ were overheard in 
an entijr enou^ to learn the sulject of those conver* 
satioiis, though not the result of them. That wha» 
everything was settled, he supposed lords Holdemesse^ 
Waldqgrave, and himsdf, should be called in, and at 
minute of it should then be made and earried to the 
king as their joint advice. That he was ready to sign 
upon aiiy of the king's affiurs, how delicate soever r 
but whether he should agn as his advice, what othem 
had i^ettled and ^dgpstea, without having in auy wav 
communicated to mm, was what he wanted to talk 
with me about, and to know my opinion. I thought 
this conversation mudi too delicate to beholden upon 
the benches, and I once made him move his places 
but he would go on. 

I went to the duke of Newcastle^^ ; he would have 
talked about what had passed the day before in th0 
houise of commons upon the committee of the million 
bill, wMch gives the treasury the tuiprecedented 
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power of boRowiDig^ witlioiit liantiitt dm ntt of 
mterert, 6ir Geoige Lyttfeton's candour in opening 
It made faun inforai the house with this dangerous anl 
unnecessaiy innomtion, which produced a debate and 
dmsioDy where the treasury rejected the liaitatioik 
oflered to be inserted by one Toioe only. None of us 
were acquainted either with the innoTadotty or of 
snr G^eorge's des%n to go into the committee that day, 
so that the numbers were but d6 and 37. I dedmed 
taiking with his grace upon the subiect, tellmg hifl:^ it 
was too bad. He pressed me much to go down to 
the Import, which I receired coolly, and I changed 
dm subject to considering what new encounigemedt 
ahoiiid be given, as a deputation of merchants had 
lieen with me upon that head. He re(|ue8ted me to 
talk with lord .^Jison. I then pressed hmi about loid 
HaU&x. The diike expressea an earnest deske to 
preserve his lordship's friendship, but protected, he 
eould no more get hun a blue ribband tnan he could 
get the kingdom «f Ireland for me. I said, I conceived 
1^/ was me mistake: that thon^ I wished lord 
Hali&x had the garter, yet I never mentioned it, or 
meant It: wl^ I meant was, the cabinet ; lord Hd^ 
fax, from station, services, and merit, had a ri^t to it^ 
has grace's own interest loudly called for it, imd could 
not ke do that ? He strongly declared he wbidd think 
of it, and do all he could as soon as the session was 
concluded: but he had talked with lord HalifiuL's 
fiiends, and understood that the calnnet would not 
satisfy him. I replied, make his lordship to hlame 
then : show you have done for him what every one 
knows you can and ought to do ; and if at last you 
are to break, break at least upon a point where you 
have some ground to depend upon, and not where 
you have none, in declining to do what you can do, 
hecause you do not attempt what, possibly, nnre may be 
some doubt about. He was very uneasy, and protested 
with great earnestness that he would do all in his power 
to oblige lord Halifax, as soon as the parliament rose. 
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Mat la-^War declared widiFranoe. 

JuNB 2.-— I heard that a message in writm^ ha4 
been sent to the prince from the kii^, ofiering hmx an 
allowance of 40,000/. per annum, and an apartment io 
the palaces of Kensmgton and St James's. . The 
answer was full of high gratitude for the allowancei 
but declining the apartment, on account of the morti- 
fication it would be to his mother ; though it is well 
known that .he does not live with her, either in town 
or country. The Spanish ambassador had an account 
of an engagement between Byng and the French, in 
the Mediterranean : Byng bad thirteen ships of the 
line and five frigates ; the enemy had twelve, and four 
frigates : it lasted four hours, when by the advantage 
of the wind, the English stood out of gun-shot, and 
were out of sight the next day. 

• 26. — Mr Fox showed me Byng's strange letter of 
the action,' and yet stranger council of war. 

Oct. 2. — I had a note from Mr Fox that things 
went ill, and I dined with him on the 14th, when he 
appeared to be in an extraordinary perturbation. 

19. — Mr Pitt was sent for to town, and came. 
He returned, rejecting all terms till the duke of New* 
castle was removed. 

27. — The king sent for Fox, and told him diat th^ 
duke of Newcastle would resign, and bade him think 
of an administration. 

Fox met Mr Pitt at the prince's levee, who de*> 
clined giving him a meeting, or treating with him 
(Fox) at all. 

31.— The duke of Devonshire was sent into the 
country to Mr Pitt, who gave a positive exclusion td 
Mr Fox. 

Nov. 2.— -I saw lord. Hillsborough, who fimcies the 
court will not submit to Mr Pitt. — I think otherwise^ 

3.-^Lord (Halifax told me, Mr Pitt's demands are 
.agreed to, and he will go on with them. 
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Nov. 4. — Th^ duke of Devonshire, after having agreed 
to accept the tre^isury, \dth Fox as chancellor of tHe 
exchequer, went to settle it with the king, and came 
out from the presence whh Legge f6r his chancellor*—^ 
This is incredible, but true. 

11. — The duke of Newcastle resigned. 

Mr Fox resigned; and the duke of Devonshire 
kissed hands for the treasury. 

15.-^The duke of Devonshire called at my house, 
and left word he would comeligain to-morrow. 1 sent 
to let him know, T would wait on his grace, and I ac* 
cordingly went to Devonshire house. The duke told 
me, that he was forced by the king to take the em-* 
plojmaent he held : that his grace was ordered to gd 
to Mr Pitt, and, know upon what conditions he would 
serve : that in the arrangement Pitt and his friendis 
made, my office was demanded — he was very sorry 
for it — he was not concerned in it — ^and he behaVed 
very civilly, &c. &c. 

1757. Feb. 18. — A motion for 200,000/. for an army 
of observation in Germany agreed to without debate 
or division. Mr Tucker had agreed with Mr Oeorge 
tGrenville to be paymaster of the marines, and for 
governor Grenville to be chosen in his place. The 
.long sent to Fox to know if he could prevent it, and 
if he thought I would interpose: Mr Fox said, he 
supposed, if his majesty commanded me, I would. 
.The king ordered Fox to speak to me— he did, and 
l stopped it. This is the nrst step towards turning 
out lord Temple. 

Mar. 7. — The duke of Newcastle, who had resigned, 
would not move : the king grew inpatient to get rid 
of the ministry which he had imposed upon himself, 
and threw himself upon Fox to form a new ad- 
ministration. We agreed to begin with dismissing 
lord Temple; 1 proposed lord Halifax for the ad- 
,miralty; the king consented to it; and I was to negotiate 
the ai&ir with Mm. 

s 
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Mmu 9.-»lIr Fox fltid I had B Im^ cOnveiMifm alM^ 
dm setdoneDt. We 'Kgreed that {as the duke of 
Nevrcastle, to whom the first places and the noaaatb^ 
lioii to the others, was sereral tunes ofiered wad 
pressed even by the long hhnself, has fefased to act 
as yet) an admimstration should be foniied^ where a 
first place should be ready to recdve the duke of 
Newcastle : but none of the old ministry should be 
enmloyed at first till the inquiry was over, Sec The 
duke of Dev<»shire to be at the head of the treasury^ 
lord Geoi^ Sackville to be secretary. I dedined 
being chancellor of the exchequer ; but if lord Hali*- 
iax accepted the adBifaky, I agreed to accept of the 
board or trade. The Idng still emjer for tlie change. 

N.B. During this while, lord fiali&x {upon whose 
fiiendship and concuirence I dqpended from repeated 
'assurances, and to whom I had communicated all dns 
transaction, and till now, without authority) privatdy 
saw and n^otiated with the duke of Newcastle, and 
took iseasures with him to defeat it What makes 
tins die more suiprismg is, that always before, at that 
veiy time, and ever since, he has spoken of the <kike 
t>f If ewcasde to me and others as a knave and a fool. 
In the strongest terms. 

Sl.-^lfr rox called upon Messrs Pitt and Lme, 
'•ad made them disown the prevailing lie^ spreadbt 
their friends* of troops being to go from hence with 
the duke to Gemumy : they, each of them, respectivdy, 
tlisowaed any knowledge or belief of any such propo- 
sition. In less than three months afWwards, lir 
Pitt gave above a million of Engfish money, and sent 
what was called 10,000 {somewhat more than 7000) 
English sdidiers to that v«ry army, when it was coofr* 
manded by another prince. 

S2.-*The ministers, after all their threats, not pushing 
the enquiry. Fox moved for it to be entered upon bv 
a committee of the whole house on the 10th of April, 
which was evidently throwing it into contempt. 
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. MAB.83.*-*Fox€ainefeometafleeloiilHidi&x,iaid 
told biiDy that sir Thomas RobiBson had aooepled the 
seals by the king's command; that lord Mansfield 
i^royed of the system, and said in the strongest 
tenaSy that the duke of Newcastle ought to do so too« 
Lord Halifax acquiesced imon that condition ; hut he 
understood* I siq>pose» by nis private dealings with the 
duke of Newcastle* that Kobinsou was not to accept^ 
l<»d Halifex writes to Robinson* who answers mJEa, 
that he has had some talk about the matter; but not 
hanng received any account how it would end, ctat 
not gbre his lordship the informadon he desires* but 
at the same time expresses a wish to see him. Lord 
Hfdi&x immediately waits on sir Thomas* and retains 
and reports* that Robinson* with a most submissive 
preamble* had sent ao absolute refusal (bat not die- 
approving the plan), and added* that he could nol^ 
must not* would not accept. — So all is at a stand. 

S4. — I went to lord Halifax* who had written to 
F«L that he would accept* if Robinson took the 
aeahh—whieli ha knew at the same time Robinson 
would not take. 

96^ — A message' was sent from the king to the 
duke of Newcastle* to o£fer him to come in again* or 
if not* to say if he would support the present plan; if 
not support it* to name what plan he would eappart, 
but to flpeak positively, for' his majes^ would not 
admit of any more evasive answers* We* however* 
think he wiU have one, and therefore conclude it most 
advkeable to force Rolnnson to be secretary. 
' Anu 5. — Lord Winchelsea kissed hands for the 
admiralty. 

6. — ^Mr Pitt dismissed. Mr Fox and I were 
ordered from the king, -by lord Holdemesse, to come 
and kiss his hand as paymaster of the army* and 
tfeasurer of the navy. We wrote to the duke of 
Cumberland our respectful thanks and acceptance of 
the oiffices; but we thought it would be more for his 
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majesty's service, not to ent^ upon them publicly, till 
the inquiry was over ; which the king approved of. 

N. B. The duke of Newcastle prepared, and all ' 
tiong informed by lord Hali&x (who acted shame- 
iully in the affidr), joins Pitt; takes the treasury; 
makes Pitt secretary again ; lord Temple, privy seal ; 
iord Anson, the head of the admiralty, &c. &c, ; and 
4iis grace teUs lord Hali&x that it is settled, he 
(Hali&x) should be the third secretary for^ the plan- 
tations; which was his lordship's object, and for 
which he had overturned our whole plan. Lord 
Halifax tells aU his friends of it ; he goes to court 
and talks to Pitt about it as a thing settled : Pitt 
stared at him, and told his lordship very coolly, and 
very truly, that he never had heard one word of it, 
and he did not conceive that anybody had a right to 
curtail his office to that ilcgfce, which was already too 
much encroached upon by the board. Lord Hali-^ 
fax, covered with confusion, goes away in a rage, 
writes an angry letter to the duke of Newcastle, com- 
plains to the king, but.meeting no great comfort, he 
resigns — but asks one or two things for liis friendsr, 
und is reused. The duke of Newcastle, as lord 
Hali&x says, behaved with the utmost meannei^s; he 
owned he had not spoke to Pitt about it, and that his 
reason was, Pitt looked so much out of humour, that 
he durst not. Lord Hali&x talked of his grace every 
where in the most opprobrious terms, as the object of 
his contempt and detestation — ^but as his grace had 
not filled up the oflUcei his lordship, about Michael- 
mas, condescended to take it up again, just as he 
leh it. 

- The king kept his word with Fox, and made him 
paymaster— but his majesty was not pleased to behave 
so to me. 

Thus ended this attempt to deliver the king from 
hands he did not like, and it failed from lord Halifax's 
duplicity, which drew a grea^ affiY>nt upo^ him, .than 
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lerey remember oflbred toanjbodjri fromi the duke 
of NewcMtle^s treachery and meratitude, who, after 
having given his word to the king thiU; he would 
liever join Mr Pitt but by his majesty's consent, 
forced the king to consent by his majesty's timidity,' 
who dared not to support anybody even in his awn 
cause. 

Sept. — The secret expedition was founded on 
the information of one Clarke, a lieutenant in the 
train, who told the ministry that he passed through 
the place some years ago, and was shown the wons 
as an En^ish officer, by order of the governor: that 
the ditch was dry; the fortifications, garrison, &c. 
such as might be token by storm. This was bdieved ^ 
and then, without the farther examination of any one 
person but a French pilot, Thierry, general Mor- 
cbumt was sent out. 

9. — It sails. 

SO. — It arrives near Rochefort. 

93.— It takes Aix. Mordaunt proposed landing at^ 
and taking Fort Fouras. Thiernr offered to bring a 
sh^ within four hundred yards of the fort, and to lav 
her in soft mud at the ebb (which afterwards appeared 
he could not do). Hawke refused a ship. 

24.-^Spent in sounding for another landing, and one 
was found four miles &rther. 

25, — Council of war. Question if the ditch was dry f 
The pilot of the Neptune, who had lived several years 
at Kochefort, affirmed he knew it to be wet. — The 
French pilot confirmed it. — Clarke persisted it was 
dry. — ^Was asked, in case it was wet, could the place 
be taken by escalade ? — answered. No. The council 
was then unanimous, that the attempt upon the place 
was impracticable. The difficulties of. landing at the 
new-discovered spot were very great— the transports 
could no^ come within a mile and i^ half of the shore-*' 
the ships of war not within a league — there was a row 
of sand banks upon the shore, sufficient to conceal a 
number of men — ^the pilot, who had lived there, said 

82 
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tiiat he had known a western gale blow off shore fbit 
seven weeks together, so stiff that no boat could land 
upon the coast. 

, However, Mordaunt, though refused the protection 
of one ship, but terrified, perhs^s, with the fate of 
Byng^ resolved to land wherever he could,, to try to 
take Fouras and look at Rochefort. 
- Sept. 26.-^ Spent in looking after better landings ; but 
finding none, Mordaunt embarks his troops the 2Sth, 
at ni^t, but the wind made it unadviseable to land« 
The next day, Hawke declared, that if Mordaunt 
would take upon himself the consequences of keeping 
the great ships out at that season of the year, he 
would stay ; otherwise he must go home. Mordaunt 
would not do that, so they returned together^ And 
thus ended this expedition, contrived with so much 
secrecy, that everything necessary to its success was 
a secret to the contriver himself. 

As a proof of this, a yCar afterwards, when Mor- 
daunt (who certainly should have had living witnesses 
of the futility of the plan^ had been brought to a 
trial, and. also worried by an the low court flatterers 
tad scribbler?,it happenea that captain Dennis took the 
Raisonal)le, commanded by the chevalier de Rohan, 
Mr F035 told me that, b^g with lords Waldegrave 
and Gower together, they both told him that Denni^ 
tad assured each of them separately that his prisoner, 
the chevalier de Rohan, had told him that he (the 
chevalier) was at that time in Rochefort, or la Rochelle 
(the lords in comparing notes had no other doubt in 
their narrative), and that the enemy had 7 or 8000 
men there at least. That there were 3500 men behind 
the sandbanks, and there was a masked battery at eachi 
end. That if we had landed when we first appeared^ 
we should have embarrassed them. But they thought 
themselves betrayed, when they found we did not land 
at the time we attempted it. ' 

Late in the autumn this year, the army, that w^ 
supposed to remain in a state of inactivity by treaty. 
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tx>ok iJie field agmn under prince Ferdinand of Brufis- , 
wick; the duke of Cumberland and his treaty being, 
disowned by the king. " 

i In the month of June or July, sir George Lee told 
me (which was confirmed afterwards b^ lord Halifax); 
t^at he had been more than once solicited to be chan«. 
cellor of the exchequer to the duke of Newcastle, in* 
the administration ne was then negodating. That; 
sir George consented, not without difficulty* That, 
the Friday before Whitsunday he was at I^ewcastle- 
house, and the duke told him that all was settled inr 
general with the king, and that he was to be chancellor- 
of the exchequer. The duke showed him what he. 
said was the list in detail, which he was going to. 
carry to the king at Kensington, and desired to see^ 
sir George the next morning. Upon sir George's* 
telling him that he was to go next morning to his. 
brother in Bucks, the duke pressed him to stay. His 
grace was asked, 'if he did not go to the house of lords) 
firom Kensington — Yes. Sir George itiet him there,. 
and the duke told him all was settled, and that th& 
king agreed in form to his being chancellor of thor 
exchequer ; upon which they parted, sir Geoi^ being 
to return on Monday or Tuesday. When ne came 
back to town, he found.the.system entirely altered, andf 
another chancellor of the exchequer (Legge) made 
part of it. And sir George farther told .me, that h^ 
never had had any communication from, or with the, 
duke of Newcastle, either by word of mouth, note, 
message, or common friend, since his parting froni 
him at the house of lords, till Sunday the 16th July« 
the day but one preceding our conversation, when the 
duke came and sat down by him at Leicester thouse^ 
and, with all the ease and familiarity of an old friend, 
communicated his no-news to him. 

Sept. 28.— Mr Martin informed me that Holbome 
was very willing to agree with lord Loudon in not 
attacking Louisbourg. And that Anson, since be last 
came, hs^ told the ministry that Holborne went out witli^ 
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no better Stomach for fighting than Byng. That, itt a? 
meedog of the lords Newcastle^ Hardwick, Holdepi* 
nesse, Anson, and Mr Pitt, it was proposed to send- 
the armament then preparing, against Rochefort, to 
the assistance of his royal mghness in Germanj, on< 
account of the duke's ill success upon the continent : 
that every man was for it, except Mr Pitt, who in- 
sbted, if that resolution was to prevail, that minutes 
of the meeting should be taken and Ins dissent en- 
tered. Upon which the others desisted ; but no one 
would acquaint the kii^ with the result, and Mr Pitt 
was left to do it himself^ He further told me that the. 
king had said his revenues were seized, that he was 
fOOfiOOl. in debt, and that the army must disband if 
it was not supplied from hence: and that Pitt had 
consented to give him 100,000/. and S0,000iL to sub- 
sist his daughter. 

Lord HaS&x told me the following histonr of hla 
friend hem. Instigated, as I suppose, by his lend- 
shiD and C^wald ^who hoped to ennance their fiivoor 
witli the duke of Newcastie, while the n^odatioH 
with Mr Pitt was open, by thdr bringing over so can- 
siderable a person), and following the low, shuffling 
diffl)osition of his own heart, Mr Lc^gge met, a littie 
be&re Easter, the duke of Kewcastle at lord Dup- 
plin's coming in at the back-door through tiie paik, at 
nine o'clock. That meeting passed in assurances of 
good-will to each other, and went no farther. That 
th^ duke proposed another, which Leggewas afraid to 
hazard, but the correspondence was kept up by mes- 
sage. This treaty was for Legge to come in without 
Mr Pitt, if the latter persisted in bis exorbitant de- 
mands. 

The duke of Newcastie chiefly treated with Mr 
Pitt b^ the primate of Ireland, Stone. One day, in the 
beginning of the negociation, when lord Bute and Mr 
Pitt were in conference with the primate, and insisted 
upon very extravagant terms, the primate begged them, 
as a fnend, to be a little more moderate, and, bef<»a 
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ttey went so far, to consider whether they were sure 
of ali their friends. Tfaej were surprised, and said 
they thought so. He rephed that he thought other- 
wise, and could, if he would (for he was authorized to 
do %t)y tell them a ^ery different story. Mr Pitt im- 
mediately insisted upon knowing it, or he would treat 
no farther. Upon which the primate told them this 
private transaction 'of Legge with the duke of New- 
castle. This discovery occasioned 'great coolness to 
Legge at Leicester-house, which, as soon as he per- 
cdved, gave him much imeasiness.' At last (I think 
from lord Hali&x) Le^ found out that, in return 
fpr his thinking of leavmg his friends for the duke of 
Newcastle, the duke had betrayed him to them, Hd 
would have expostulated with his friends, but they 
would not sufier it, and the negociation taking plac« 
in their favour, they bade him take the exchequer 
Steals under the duke of Newcastle, and ei^ter into no 
fiurther eclairdssement. He has done so, detested by 
Mr Pitt and Leicester-house ; acting under one whom 
he hates ^ who hates him, and mis betrayed faim$ 
breaking faith with lord Halifiix, without whom he 
engaged himself not to act; and with Oswald, to 
whom he had pledged his honour never to come into 
the treasury without him. AND ALL FOR QUAiU 
TERDAY! 

• 17^8. — Afler the battle of Hastenbeck, and the 
disowning the duke and the convention of Oostei^ 
Seven, by the king, late in the autumn of the last 
year, the Hanoverian army again took the field, and 
was commanded by prince Ferdinand of Brunswick. - 
. Jan. 18. — A message by Mr Pitt for a supply to 
Jceep the Hanoverian army together^-and 100,000/i 
was granted. ^ 

. JuNB 1. ^Commodore Howe sailed from St Helen's 
with one seventy-gun, three fifly-gun ships, sevecal 
frigates, one hundred transports having on board six- 
teen battalions, nine troops of light-horse, and all pre- 
paii^tions. for a siege,^ commaxided by the duke oi 



214 THE DIAUT or 



Mudbofougby lord George SadErflfe^ general WaUe' 
grave, &c. Lord Anson sailed the ^aame day. 

June 5. — They arrived Ib the Bay of Concaile, near St 
Male, and burned a few ships of ho great consequence^ 
and several small craft which were on ground i they 
were all fired by the li^t-horse. Aftar staying about 
six dayis without attempting St Malo, and on being 
informed there was a body of about 10,000 men a»* 
aerabled or assemblii^ in the neighbourhood, they 
idmbaiked with the kiss of two or three men on a 
side. They contirined in or near the Bay of Concaile, 
till the men began to grow sick, ragged and lousy, 
firom want of room in tiwi transports, and were r^ 
dnced to a quart of stinking walnr a day. 

JtJLY 1.-— Our expedition returned. When it wa< 
known that they were come back it occasicMfid great 
dtaputes amon^ the ministers whether they shmid 
hand or not, which lasted till the 5th instant ; when, at 
a meeting of the cabinet, it was determined that the 
men shcnild land ^as til^ure was great sickness among 
them), while provisionis^ifiKx were preparing for Aem. 
These orders were sent' on the 6th. At tms meetno^ 
there was great diiierence of opinion. Lord Granville 
declared he was always for distressing France upon 
the continent*; ei^ierience had taught him to have no 
great expectations from expeditions ; he meant no re- 
nectioiis upon the late ones, nor to make his court, for 
he wanted nothing; his duty alone made him speal^ 
1&C. Mr Pitt siod, he had sufficiently i^own that he 
was for si^^rting the continent by paying an army 
of 50fi00 men for its defence* That he had con- 
sented to send 10,000 more from hence. But still he 
thmig^t that expeditions and keeping France iii 
alarms upon the coast, was the most eSctual way te 
cfistress her ; — that expeditions had always succeeded. 
Wd you not take Port I'Orient, if St Clair would 
have accepted it ? Did you not take Rochefort last 
year ? It was entirely at your disposition. Have you 
not taken St Malo ? &c. &c. Lord Loonier said, My 



1«4 OmmpSIi^ fvmf lordaWp iHtttt sdttb^ Xord 
OrBmrille intem^ted Um wkh, Mykwd, I wiU admik 
AoHniig; your lorddup is apt to adnit, but I will ad- 
JBKiiOwliHg; 

July 10.-«Tiie 10,000 men, wUch wen allowed by 
Mr Pitt for Gtenaaanj, were to be eommaiided by the 
4oke of Mariborough, lord Gteorge SackviUey and 
^tkenl Waldegnnre, all hariog deseited tbe ezped^ 
tioD. Lord Geor^ fiaid, he woald no longer go Bao- 
caneeiing: the tag refiised to let him fQ to Qe»* 
matty^ bo^ hk wtajeaty was obliged to subapt. 

31. — The expeditioii again put to sea, with a less 
fiirce than before; three of the regiments and half the 
lig^ht-hozse hove faec« sent to Germany. 

A souadron of twenty Russian imd ten SwedU 
sb^ or the line, with transports for 13,000 Bassians 
to land in Pomerania, ^appear in the Baltic— to our 
p9atmirprise, 

A0G. 3.-^It appears by the duke of Marlborooi^'a 
mantfesto to tite magistrates of St Mdb» tlwt he 
thfesAened them with bnming the country in his poih 
sesflionif they did not order the inhabitants bad to 
dieir houses and direct them to 'send proper persons 
to lum to settle contributions. The mi^trates did 
not obey his orders, and hts grace was in too^ nmeh 
haate to return to put his direats in execution. 

14.-^ An account came that Cherboni^ surrendered 
the 8tih inst. The troops, bcii^ two regimentet, widw 
drew. Tliere were about tweaty<4«Ten shbs in the 
faartKiuiu-^thirt^ IHeces of biass cannon taken. 

21. — ^After having demolish^ the bason and the 
fertSy our troops left'Cherboni^ the l^Ch, without any 
molestation, though 'it is said there was a great body 
of troops in the neighbourhood. 

Sbpt. 16.— Our troops landed the 4di instant in 
Lunasfe Bay, and burned twenty vessels. They were 
to march to St Guiido die 9th, and to reimberk the 
lOdi at St Cas, near Matignon. Our troops were re- 
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'pulsed 4m tli6 IStli between MatigiKm and St Gfts,' 
returned to Portsmouth the 18th. ^ 

* Oct. 15w— J was told by a gentleman, who had k 
from colonel Cary, that upon landmg at St Lnnaire^ 
cokmel deike told hhn that his plan was, Ist, that 
lord Howe should bombard the forts of St Malo^ 
•while theyof the land were to take the town by ea- 
'Calade. That being impracticable— 2ndly, that th^ 
-ahould go to St Bride, ^ere they were to find and 
-bum 300 ships, and where they round only as many 
fishing-boats as might be worth about 50/.— 3rdlj, they 
^were to march ferwer into the country, to intmiidate 
-the French, who had nothing but a few militia to de- 
fend them. Soon after, they were beaten by a number 
'of r^ular troops inferior to t]ieir own. 

Not. 23.— <-The parliament was opened by conunis- 
"ston. Universal approbation of all that has, and of 
all that will be done, tlie king of Prussia's yictories 
•worth all we have given, and those he will gain, worth 
'all we shall give. Thus this country seems to think 
-at present. The conspirators taken up, for the as- 
«sa8sination of the king of Portugal, the 3rd of 8^ 
tember. 

. 17d9. Apr. 5.-*Tlie appeal of the Dutch ship, 

^America, was heard. She was condemned, ship and 

cai^, ad French; in goin^* directly to St Domingo, 

.'and unlading there; in bemg reladen by Frenchmen 

•«n their own account ; in returning directly to France, 

•and by the French ordered to throw all thdr papers 

overboard, if attacked b^ the English, which they 

did. 

* Mat 16.-^Ijord If ali&x called on me, and told me, 
that the duke of Newcastle was extremely glad of 
having a vacancy in the treasury, by making lord Bes- 
'boi^ough postmaster,' and now he might take Mr 
Oswald, and all would be settled ; but that lord Bute 
came to him, in the name of all of them on that ode 
of the , adfninistration, and told his grace poatively 
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Ait tibegft wfnild not cotttent to Onrald's tdiig in the 
treasury ; and the rather, as they knew he was not his 
graoe'e man, but ivas iuggested to him by Bfr Legge; 
and this, the duke, very much frightened, was pleased 
to own. ^ He added, that they thought they nad as 
gocMl a rig^t to recommend as any one, and they ex- 
pected tluit Mr Elliott of the admiralty should sac* 
eeed : the duke did not absolutely acqpdesoe in the 
nosnaiatipn, but he did in the exclusion. 
Jdnb 8.-»*-Ibe parliamfflir prorogued. 



^•« 



Th0 Diary seem to kave been ^Uicofiimiied/rom tkie 
time, HU Od. 25, 17G0. 



Oct. 25, 1760.— oThe kmg died suddenly between 
seven and dght in the morning, of which I receiTed 
an adcount immediately, and, the same day, I sent a 
letter to lord Bute. 

30.F--.I kissed the youn^ ^ig's hand. 

KoT. 14."-*! was to wait on the king, in his closet; 
and afterwards on the princess, at Leicester House. 

18.P— Mr Ellis was with me, to let me know that 
ike duke of Newcastle was desirous of seemg me 
about the election at Weymouth. I defersed giving 
an immediate answer. 

19.«^I wrote to lord Bute, desiring him to settle 
the answer I should send to the duke of Newcastle. - 

20."— 'Mr Ellis came foi; the answer, which was, 
that I b^iifed to-be excused troubling his giace, be- 
cause my mtm«st at Weymouth was engaged to gd>> 
ticmeni who, I could not doubt, but would be agree- 
able to hki, because I had reason to believe they 
would be aoc^ttable to the king. 

22.— Lord *Biite sent to desire to see me, at mv 
own honse iii Pallmall. He staid two hours vdth' 
me : we had much serious aud confidential talk : he 
giEve me rq)eated assurances of his most generous 

" T 
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>9 and finesh iiwtenciw of the king's 
by hiff migesty'fl order. 

Not. 29. — ^Lord Bute came to me by i^ipoiiitmenty 
and staid a great while. I pressed him much to take 
the secretary's office, and provide otherwise for lofd 
Holdemesse : he hesitated for some time, and then 
aoid, if that was the only difficulty, it could be easily 
femoved; for lord Holdemessa was ready, at hia 
desire, to quarrel with his fellow minister^ (on ac- 
count of the sltt^ts and ill-usage which he daily 
experienced) and go to the king, and throw up in 
seeming anger, and then he (Bute) might come in, 
vnthottt seeming to displace anyfoody^ I own the 
expedient did not please me. 

JObc. 3. — I was at council, and idgned a letter to 
dieck the goTemment of Ireknd for not sending over 
a bill of supply, as is always the form, before tbeir 
dissolution on the demise of the crown. 

4.-^Lord Buckinghamshire Geoise Townshend, 
Bdendine, Dashwood, Macky, Vaugnan, and Stao* 
ley, dined with me. — Much dissads&ction -at tJie 
Ifmffs mflting Lord Fitzmaurice aid-de-camp; and 
the measure of bringing country lords and considera* 
ble gentlemen about the king, as lord Lichfield, Mr 
Berkley, &c. ridiculed by the creatures of the adm»^ 
aistratidn. 

8. — The duke of Richmond resigned the bed- 
diamber, which he had just asked for, because, lord 
Fttzmauiice was put before his brother. I had sevent 
nd fiiends to dine with me, when the duke of Rich- 
mofid's affidr was much canvassed. Lord Halifiix 
said, that the duke had assured the person from wbem 
his lordship heard it, that the king sent and q&stedi 
his grace the bedchamber, which is not true, 

'nie whole affiur, as I had it from lord Bute^ wasf 
tfau^-^Tbe duke, after having talked veiy iriOfensirdy 
of ^ Scotch, cm the promotion of sir HenQr Eres' 
kine^ asked, in a private audience of the kin^ to be 
of lus bedchamber: his m^esty gave hiip a civil, but 
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not' a ded^ve answer, and acqiuunted lord Bate with 
it, who told his majesty that the duke's quality and 
hss age made him a yery^proper servant to be about 
his person ; upon which lord Bute was ordered to let 
the duke know diat the king accepted his servicei 
which lord Bute performed, and then mentioned to 
the duke how his grace's behaviour about sir Henrv 
Ereskine was particularly ofiensive to him (Bute). 
The king was displeased that he was not informed of 
it before, and lord Bute said, that he thought the 
duke a proper servant for his mi^sty, and as snch« 
recommended him, but not as his frieiuL The duke 
came to see lord Bute, to thank him for his kind 
offices, and to disown all poHtical connexicms with 
Mr Fox. Lord Bute said, that the king had no man- 
ner of objection to Mr Fox, and that he himself had 
a great regard for him personally; and then lord 
Bute foirly told the duke that the king knew how he 
had talked about sir Henry Ereskine's affidr, and 
of him (Bute) in particular ; which the duke en** 
deayourM to palliate and said it had been much 
aggravated. 

Dbc. 20, — Lord Bute called on me, and we had much 
talk about setting up a peeper, and about the houses,' 
in case of resignations. 

21. — Mr Gloyor was with me, and was foil of 
admiration of lord Bute; he af^lauded his conduct 
and the king's, saying, that they would beat every-- 
thing ; but a little time must be allowed for the mad- 
ness of popularity to cool. He was not determined 
about political connexions, but, I believe, he will 
come to us. 

83.-— Lord Bute was with me, and we weired 
and considered all things, and, though after long dis^ 
cusiions we parted wimont any dedsion, I think he 
inclines much to my scheme. 

27.— I had a long conyersadon with lord Bute 
about lord Egmont, whose election I undertook to 
secnr^ if the king commanded me, on his being re-. 
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fined the peerage. His lordali^ answets to mj 
qnerieB of the 86th instant. We talked alKnift.tlie 
dty militia^ and the deisand of the lieutenancy for the 
whole cofporation-^-about the dukes of Newcastle 
and Aigyu ifarttering lord Bute with the kii^, and 
their oflfeiing to act under him ; the duke of Chan^ 
dois's pieteosions^-the duke of Yoik's estabtiah* 
nranty &c. 

Lord Egmont's aflbir is as follows : — I yesterday 
fcoeived a letter, letting me know that lord Egmont 
had lately written to his steward, Biddlecombe» with 
orders to show the letter to the mayor of Bridge* 
water, wherein he lets him know tluit it was prate* 
faie there would be an election at Bridgewater eitlier on 
the 23d or 24th. In which case he should propose lord 
Perdval in his room. All this appeared to. me so 
atrange, that I asked lord Bote about it. He, after put* 
ting me m mind that he had told me, a week ago, that 
there never was a thought of making lord E^mont a 
peer, or thait even any i^licadon had been made, 
aaid, that yery lately lord Egmont had been with 
him, and begged earnestly to go into the house of 
lord»^*that his election at Bridgewater was xerv un- 
certain-Hhat he was very ill, and much dejected, &c 

That he (Bute) told him there was very little 
ODcouragcment, and tx>ld me that the king was'veij 
little ciiflposed : he asked me what I would do in his 
electioni to which I replied^ throw him out. Lord 
Bute seoned to think it hard he should be in neither 
house. Peroeivinff that, I said that if the king would 
keep him out of we house of lords,, and he (Bute) 
desued it, I would secure his election at Bridge^ 
water. He said it was too much for me to give op 
£umly interest. I replied, nothing is too much that 
is useful, where friendship is real and mutuaL And 
''here it now stands. 

Jan. i^, I761.-*--Lord Bute came and said, he was 
sore that the ministry had some glimpse of getting. 
off our system, by setting up that of jibandooi^g. 
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HanoTer, and of supplying the money to dlslress 
France into a peace ; tliat uiey would, by their popu*- 
larity, force this measure upon the kii^;* who must 
eonsequently lose a great deal of his own. I told 
faim, as the truth was, that this measure was the 
only sound one to get out of the war. That I had 
yesterday b^gun to put my thoughts upon it into 
writing, to persuade him to obtain powers of the king 
to carry it mto execution. That my only doubt was, 
n^ether the new pariiament should not be suffered 
to meet,' only to declare in the speech that his ma^ 
jesty found himself involved in this war, to which he 
had noways contr&uted : that, seeing the bent of the 
nation so violent, he had acquiesced in it, without 
approving of it, persuaded that they would soon feel, 
it th^ £d not see, their error: that he was con- 
vinced the present method of defending Hanover 
would ruin tnis country, without defending that; and 
he therefore would no longer expose his regal domi- 
nions to such hardships, for fruitless attempts to pro- 
tect Ins electoral ; but would leave them in the hands 
pf his enemies, and apply the expense to force them 
to a reasonable peace, by means more probable and. 
proper to attain that end. 

lie paused a considerable time, and did not say 
positively that he could or could not get the king to 
consent to this system, but he returned to say that 
he thought the -ministry had an eye that way. If 
toch should be their scheme, I said it would be irre- 
sistible; but there was one way ta defeat the use 
they proposed from it, which was, to put himself at 
the head of it in $i great office of business, and to 
take the lead, and the merit of bringing with him the 
true Britbh principles of making war, peace, &c. 

Lord Bute said that, though he was sure the 
ministry looked that way, he hoped and believed* 
they would not easilv follow it; that I, indeed, always 
talked of them as ir they were united, whereas they 
pcath^r were nor could be,. That Hm duke pf New- 

t2 
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caslte most sbioerely wished finr peace, aad wodU gb 
any lengths to attain h. That Mr Pkt medhated m 
retreat, and would stay in no longer than the war. 

But, for my part, I think diey wiU continue the 
war as long as they can; and keep in, when it is 
OTcr, as long as ther can ; and that wiU be as long 
as they please, if they are sufiered to make peaoe» 
whieh will soon be so necessary to all orders and 
conditions of men, that all will be glad of it, be it 
what it will, espedatty if it comes from those who 
hofe aU the offices and the powers of office. All 
which can never end well for the king and lord Buto^ 
His lordship now showed me a letter to lord Egmont^ 
which he wrote in the king's presence, saying, ^ that 
the king is resolred to nudce no more peers at pre* 
sent than those now before him ; that if his lordship 
thinks his personal a{^licati<»i to his .nunesty will 
make him alter this resolution, he hoped nis lord^ 
ship would take that step : and then added, if you 
think your election uncertain, and I can be of any 
service to you ink (as I think' I cm) your locdship 
may ccmnnand me." I hope he will not accept the 
service offered. 

His lordship then said, he was persuaded it 
would be seen diis very winter, if the ministry en- 
deavoured to prolong the war; for he thought that 
the king of Prussia himself would insist upon their 
making a peace, and even a separate peace. 

This, I confess, I do not understand; we agreed 
i^wn getting runners, and to settle what he would 
duperse. 

Jan. 9. — I dined at sir t^rancis Dashwood's. Lord 
Bate came, and he showed me lord Egmont's answers 
he is displeased, but desires to know if he is to un* 
derstand his majesty refuses him the peerage for ever, 
or for this time only. We are now quit of his lord* 
ship. Lord Bute thinks the French will make a s^a* 
rate peace upon the present foot-*-I think not*-and I 
endeavoured to siMw him, that notldng butlraiif eosld 
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flour firom our psnistiog in the pmisiit nMBtures; 
noihiiig •ould produce peace, but witfadrawing from 
the CMitinent^ that it must be cither from necessitjr, 
or firom being diivcn into it b^ those who brought tlua 
ruin upon us, or £rom a petition to the throne by the 
united Toice of his majesty's best subjects. But, at 
all events it ought to appear, that the giving up H»* 
Dover was his majesty's oim svstem ; and, uierefore, 
in case anything tiiat looked that way should be 
motved, he (Bute) should be pr^Mured to take the 
lead, and that he and I should be^ the affiiir in the 
house of lords. I wish I nuiy have convinced him; 
I had written, and afterwards I mentioned lord Tal- 
bot's soa4n»law to succeed Boscawen, who was dykig« 
He was sorry I had not thoi^it of it sooner, but he 
had agreed to fiU his place by a removal out of the 
board of trade. I tried to get the iewel <Mce for him 
by an arrangement for lord Lyttleton— but in vatA« 
We wiflJied.to hove some cofiee4iouse spies, but I 
do not know how to contrive it. Went to court at 
Leicester.jiouflo -at the house of commons on lord 
Marischairs petition. 

Jan. 16. — Lord Bute came and said, that he was now 
sure that Pitt had no thoughts of abandoning the 
contment, and that he was madder than ever. He 
was uneasy with Talbot, as he would have put the 
steward's staff in Talbot's hands the first day if 
he could. That he had heard that Talbot tiiought 
Omnt^ "could persimde his follier to quit it, and raat 
otherwise he would not accept it, on account of thtii 
friendship between him and Granby. That Talbot 
wmdd make an excdlent officer to reform that most 
corrupt office. That, in whatever he (Bute) should 
do for his friends, he should always, at the same 
time, consider the service of his master and of the 
public. I pressed him much for lord Talbot; to 
which -he replied, that he had maiks of all the distinc- 
tions that were going. The council accepted, and 
tefiisedj in the promotyw of peerage, an earkkmi^ 
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Thsfc he perceived lord Talbot meant aj^aoeof more 
consequence than he (Bute) wished. He was sorry 
for it, for he was violent, and I might depend upon 
it he would be impracticable in business. That lord 
Talbot had used him ui^indly. I said all I could, 
and from my heart. I touched again upon Rice- 
he said he thought the bmurd of trade no improper 
beginning, and that misht possibly be shimed out. 
I said the offeB of anjruiing directly from him, aon 
cqited or not accepted, I thought would be very 
kindly taken. That Henley owed ms beinglnade chan- 
cellor, from keeper, entirely to him, and that he had 
brou^t Henle/s letter to show me. I b^^ged hia 
lordship to preserve that latter, as well as some othov 
be had shown me, properly labelled and tied up : for 
the ingratitude of mankind might make it of use to 
have preserved them. He snmed, and said he had 
already found it so ; and tiien told me Martin's im- 
pertinent conversation at the admiralty, in presence 
of a dozen people, about a line to be drawn between 
tiie Scotch and the English, and that it ought to be 
observed and continued. 

Lord Bute then said that he must see the duke of 
Newcastle, to settie with him about the elections, 
shortiy. That to those who had proposed to him to 
unite with the duke upon conditions, he had said^ 
he would agree to no conditions till he saw Talbot, 
Dashwood, and Charles Townshend (which last, he 
said, had sworn allegiance to him ^ a tmej had 
such places as he wished. 

As to the army, he wished he could talk with ai^ 
impartial ofiElcer ; that he thought the king of Prussia 
and prince Ferdinand were as popular as ever. I an- 
swered, that I thought the king of Prussia began to 
be very littie so ; and that there was something so ser^ 
vile in the education of an officear, that, if the officer 
found out what he desired to hear, he might be sure 
of hearing nothing else. That I thought prince Fer- 
dinand was become as unpopular in the army as he 



was once pcmlap-^at he was -aceitsAd of tlyraa 
great heads ot malversation. The tet was, that he 
had exacted complete pa^ for tmooaiplete corps : the 
secoiJd^'.th8t not one fduUing of ail ttmse devastatuijg 
coBtnbatioRs had been carried to the pulidic aceouaet 
the thirdy that he had received good inohcy, <bk1 had 
paid the troops in bad, to a very great amotinti and 
at a great discomit : tibat this hiat was an affidf kner- 
cantile and of aoehange — and tkatj if the charge was 
true, I woidd undertake to find those who should lay 
it ofien to the world beyond contradiction. Lord 
l^ite's noti(»is about the war are very singular, and, 
I believe, not thoroughly digested: he thinks te 
enemy will make a peaee upon tiie proent fbotbigi 
if we go on conquering their islands, &c. 1 tfaiiuc 
that they will never make peace with us till we with* 
draw our .troops actually, or tiH they think we design 
iL His opinion is, that our wididrawing our troops 
would eimer effect a peace, or enable us to cairy 
on a war much cheaper and by national means fet 
aationai ends ; bat what eonqMasadon is to be mado 
for Hanover? I replied, acoordii^ to the damage 
done ; and the foundation must be, how much h^ 
vier the taxation of liie dlectomte has been than what 
it was. under its natural prinee. He said that. If we 
made tiiis sepasate peace, we jnust still pay the khi§^ 
of Pnissiay which would make the war look more 
minatioual. I thoo^ not; but then, he said, w^ 
must 4itop here, and not titiak of conquering any 
fiirther* I answefed, I saw noting to conquer f that 
France had as much lost Marcinico as she could lose 
il>«^that tbe French government had not received a 
siapence from the duties, nor the suljects fiiom theirs 
estates, diese two years. He said, all the produce 
came home in neutral JBhips, He then returned to 
the difficuitie? of indemnifying Hanover, if the troops 
riu>ttld be withdrawn, and the peace be made. And 
tlosi Aiakes me doubt whether the king can be brought 
to itendoo Hsnover, whidi seems- to me to be the 
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only method to secure a good peace to that couatijr 
B8 well as to this. 

The keeper was yesterdqr made cfaancdlor. 

Feb. 8. — Lord Bute came, and was dissatisfied with 
the clamour about the beer at the play^iousey the 
evening in which tin king was there. I mentioned to 
him the inteUigence whidi I had just recdved ; that 
Mr Pitt had told Afr Bed^ford, last Friday, that all 
was ofer, and he would have no more to do. He 
r^^ed, he did not believe it. He had not seen Bir 
Pttt tlus fortnight, but had seen Mr Beckford lately, 
who, dropping m conversation that he wished to see 
the king his owii minister, he (lord Bute) replied, that 
' his great £riend Mr Pitt did not desire to see the king 
his own minister, and he might tdl him so if he 
pleased, for that it was very indifferent to him (Bute) 
if every word he said was carried to Mr Pitt 1 asked 
his loidsbip, if he knew why die parliamait was kept 
on so long ? he said, he thought it was better for him, 
as his mends had the more time to look about 
thran, and that the duke of Newcastle was desijpoaa 
to have it end. I then asked if he had se^ed the 
new parliament with the duke? he replied, he had 
not seen his grace for some days, but supposed he 
should soon, and he would then bring, his list with 
him. That what Wfere absolutely the king's borougin,. 
the king would name to ; but where tiie crown had 
only an influence, as bvthe customs, excise, &c. he 
coiud not be Refused tne disposition of it, while he 
stayed in.. That he had told Anson, that, room must 
be made for lord Parker, who relied that all was 
engaged; and that he (Bute) said. What, my lord, 
the king's admiralty borou^s Ml, and the king not 
acquainted with it! That Anson seemed quite dis- 
concerted, and knew not what to say. < His lordship 
was not for pushing them yet, for if the peace was a 
bad one, as it must be, they would certainly pfockdm 
that it was owum; to their dismission, because iJicy 
were not suiered to bring the gieat woik toft happy 
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conciuBioii, to whom the ^orious ntoceaofft^ vhidr 
ind hitherto attended their conducting it, were en- 
t^y to be attributed. In short, he seemed to think 
that nobody could stand sudi a peace a« must be 
made upon the present system but those who. had 
brought us into that system and were the anthoni 
ofit. 

Feq. 6. — ^His lordship and I talked over Charles. 
Townshend's bemg secretary at war» and sir Francis 
DNishwood's succeeding him. He seemed resohred 
to come into administration, but not yet. We agreed 
that, if there was nothing irr^;ular to be done, the 
new parliament would be the king's, let who will 
choose it. He sfod it was very easy to make the. 
duke of Newcastle resign, and he did not imagine 
that his grace would do it in any hostile way, or make 
those whom he elected oppose the ministry. But, 
who was to take it? was tne question. He did not 
seem to think it adyiseable to beg^ there. I replied, 
I saw no objection ; but if he thought there was, he 
might put It into hands that would resign it to him 
when he thought proper to take it ; but that he must 
he^ to be a public man by taking something, or else 
the objection would be the same at ten years' end. 
He said that Holdemesse knew nothing of what the 
minister was doing for these last ten days, and there- 
fore he began to think with me, that it was possible 
Pitt might resign. 



Hbre the Diary concludes ; but it is much to be 
r^;retted that his lordship did not continue it during 
the very interesting peribd which immediately preceded 
his decease. The confidential letters in my possession, 
and his lordship's answers to them ^both of which he 
most carefiilly preserved) might assist me in carrying 
on the history of those times till within a month of 
his death : but, as I have neither leisure for such an 
undertaking, nor sufficient knowledge of that me- 



■uMblQ «ni to enable rae to sdect dlr digwi -ite 
letters properly, I think it praclent to d^line so 
arduous a task; a tagk, indeed tliat would have been 
ilt^ded with aksoit in8apen[A)le difficultief : for we 
may naturally suppose l^at, in a f written kitercourae 
between his lordship and men c^ Tafious princ^lea^ 
many of the letters and answers would convey r^r&* 
sentations Y&y contradictory to those of odiers. 

Lord llelcombe was too eToenetioed a courtier to ' 
apeak the same language to atl people : on die e«mf 
taury, he was studious to assimUaite his pofitieB to 
those ci his correipondents, and to make hia ideas 
apparently consonant to the opiaioms of those men 
mm whom he eipected emolument. , 
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Thb ensuing Narrative is, by some years, prior to 
the earliest date of the Diaby ; but, as it is frequently 
alluded to in the work, the Editor has inserted it in 
this Appendix; and he doubts not, that every honest 
man will unite with him in the patriotic wish, that 
this country may never again be distracted with dis* 
suasions similar to those which were the consequences 
of the following transaction. 

For such was the fatality of those unnatural dis- 
sensions, that the judicious and provident part of the 
nation, and, alas I a Father too, could be justified in 
rejoicing that a Prince. of Wales was numbered with 
the dead. 



V 



/Vwfey, March 6, 1736-7- 



NARRATIVE 

or WUAT PASSED BETWEEN 

THE PRINCE AND MR DODINGTON^ 

AND AFTERWARDS BETWEEN 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE AND MR DODINGTON, 

UPON 

The Resolution of his Royal Highness to bring a denMnd 
into Parliaroentyfor an augmentation of his allowance to 
lOO^Oi. per ann. aad for a jointare upon the Princess. 



On Monday, the 7th of February, 1736-7, being 
informed that the prince went to bed indisposed, I 
thought it my duty to go to his lodgings next morning 
(Tuesday the 8th) to inquire of the pages of the 
DBxk Stairs after his health. I found his saddle 
horses in the court ; they told me he was pretty well, 
and insisted upon letting his royal -highness know I 
was there. I would not admit of it, being obliged 
that morning to attend the treasury and the house ; 
but, before my coach could drive off, one of the pages 
overtook me with a message from the prince to attend 
him. 
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I found hiin with tKe servants in waiting about him» 
his boots on, and powdering his hair, to ride out« 
After haying finished his dress, he directed the gen« 
tlemen to withdraw; and then, with his usual goocU 
nessy was pleased to talk to me very freely upon the 
state of his majesty's indisposition, and upon several 
other subjects relating to transactions ana persons of 
ft public nature. 

After half an hour spent in this kind of conversa- 
tion, I humbly ofiered to take my leave; but he 
commanded me to sit down again, and then said that 
he would communicate a secret to me of great import- 
ance, in which he should desire my assistance, and 
designed partly to employ me. I answered, that if 
Jus royal higlmess was pleased to trust me witb 9 
secret, I had one favour to ask, which wai^ that he 
^ would tell it to nobody else^ and Ibm I would be 
answerable it should remaia a seB*et. He told me 
that it was not of diat nature; that it would be 
knom; tef several people now knew it ; but that no 
9ne servant of the crown, as he believed, was ac- 
quainted with it : that having always had more 
kindness and affection forme than for anybody, he 
thoi^ht he owed it me (as he was pleased to express 
himself), to communicate it to me, the first of any of 
the king's servants, and by his own mouth : that those 
who were chiefly concerned and engaged in it were 
i^prised of this his resolution, and not oidy approved 
but even advised that I should be the first of the 
court made acquainted with it. 

Bxceedii^y surprised as I was at this unexpected 
prelude, I only returned thanks in the best manner I 
was able for the gracious and condescending expres- 
fflons he was pleased to use, and really did not guess 
(as I naturally might have done if 1 had not been 
surprised) what it tended to. He th«i- entered into 
very bitter complaints of the usage he had all aloi^ 
met with from tne administration, sad even from their 
miliesties.: .that^he was not allowed wherewithal tO' 
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lire, &e. tluit he was feiolTed ta eadamU oa lo»i^. 
and had detenmned to nmke a deoftaod » poriiamem 
of a joonture finr the princess,, and of lOOfiOOL per 
fltoo. for himself^ which his fiith(ir had when prince^ 
and which he looked on to he his right, hoth in lam 
|yad equity, I objected to the very emt danger of 
such an iindertakiDg;.{Mit his royal hi^mess in miod 
how strongly I had always been against it when fat 
formerly iSentioned it; and was going to show the 
&tal consequences it must produce, beddes the great 
improbability of success; but he interrupted me, and 
sttd tliat it was too &r gone for those comddnataons; 
that he did not ask my adiice, but my assistance ; ha 
l¥aj detcinnined upon the measure, and desigiied to 
send and speak with myparticnlar "fiiends^ namely^ 
or Paul ^lethuen, lord Wilmington, and the duke of 
Dorset ; but chose out of kindness to me to acquaint 
me fitst widi it: that he would send to at Pud ht 
sir Thomas Frankland, and asked me if I woold htetk 
the matter to them, and what I b^ered they would 
think of it. Sensible of the danoer and difficultiea 
that attend negotiations of this ddicate nature, e^^ea 
among the best friends, I relied, as to the first part, 
that 1 humbly begged to be excused ftom breakup it ; 
that whaterer friendship those gentlemen did me Ch0 
honour to admit me to, I thought it a matter toa high 
to undertake : that, as he had mentioned his inteatiottr 
of sending to them, and as they were by th^ rank^ 
and afiection to his royal highness every way qualified 
to be consulted, I thought it Inghly proper that ho 
cdiould know their jsentiments from their own months, 
in an a£yr of this Tery great importance; that then, 
what they Said to his royal highness could not be 
mistaken, and what he was plet^ed to say to them 
oould not be misrepresented. As to what they woidd 
think of it, I was confident by what I felt mysd^ that 
they would be infinitely surprised ; too much so, in 
my judgqsent, to give his royal bigness any pMitt«i» 
and detenninate ophuon. He amd, hddid 
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liidr (^iniony but thdr asartance, and what would my 
fiieod the duke of Aigyll do? Be extremely surprised 
too, without all doubt, nr, I replied : I do not Know 
what he will do ; but I am confident I know what he 
would not do, which is, he would not advise your royal, 
h^hness to this measure. He answered, that me 
measure was fixed, that he was resolved, and wanted 
no advice, but he would not send to him, nor to lord 
Scarborough, but to the duke of Dorset and lord 
Wilmiiigton he would send, bdng resolved it should 
come into the house of loids the same day, or soon 
after, let the fate of it be what it would in the house 
of commons. He stopped here a little, and used 
wmie expressions, as if ne would have me to under- 
stand that he had said enough about all those that 
he thought I lived with in the closest connexion* I 
endeavoured, after assuring him with what afl^tionate 
duty we had always been ms sincere servants, to show 
the great improbability of success in such an under- 
taking ; but be cut me short, and said. None at all^ 
that tnere yt&c^ precedents for it; and mentioned that 
of the princess of Denmark, in king William's tune : 
that all the opposition and the Tories were engaged 
in it : that as it was his own determination, and he 
had been advised by nobody, when he had resolved it 
in his own mind, he thought it necessary to speak to 
people himself; he had done so to Mr Pultenev, lord 
Carteret, lord Chesterfield, master of the rolls (Jdkyll), 
and sir William Wyndham; that they were all hearty 
in it : that Mr Pulteney, at the first notice, expressed 
himself so handsomely, that he should never foi^et it: 
but said he could at that time only answer for him- 
self^ not expecting the proposition, but begged leave 
to consult with some 91 his fiiends ; which his rbj^al 
highness granted him, and he had since assured him 
that they were unanimous : that sir \l^lliam Wyndham. 
had said, that he had long desired an opportunity of 
diowing his regard and attachment to his royal high* 
aeasruiat he would answer for his whole party« i|9. 

u 2 
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well as for himself | and that he was vBryjitfipf ihtt 
an occanon presented kself to convince tais ttjfL 
highness, by their asealous and hearty appe8iaac& kif 
support of his interest, how fiir they wtfe from bein^ 
Jacobites, and how much they were misiepresentei 
under that name. [N. B. He i^ke in the debate, but 
did not Yote, and forty-five Tones were absent.] That 
lord Winchelsea was gone down to Petworth, to brings 
up the duke of Somerset, who he thought would move 
it in the house of lords: that Mr Sandys, fiir Thomas 
Sannderson, Mr Gibbon, Mr Waller, sir John Bamardg^ 
and several others, were acquainted with it, and highly^ 
approved it: that, possibly, sir John BMard m%ht 
nkove it. He then asked me, if I had leaQy heard' 
nothing of it from the court. I assured him, with; 
great truth, that I had not; from whoice he wai» 
pleased to infer, how generally odious the minister 
must be, that nobody would tell him a tlung that, so* 
nearly concerned him, when b^ his royal luehness'a 
calculation of those that knew it, md asked leave to^ 
consult thdr friends, there could not be less than from 
forty-six to fif^y that must be acquainted witb it : he 
added, that it would make an end of his power, or to 
that ^fect, which I had no reason to be sonr for. I 
told him that, indeed, I had no reason, nor cud I pre* 
tend to be partial to the minister, but it was my mis* 
fortune to differ so fiir from his royal highness, that I 
thought this measure would be the most effectual one 
to secure and strengthen him. He seemed much suFi^ 
prised at that, and asked my reason. I said I thought 
so, because the minister had, I believed, long since ex« 

gerienced that he could have no hopes of governing 
Y the approbation and affection of the people : t^t 
his only security therefore, was his &vour, and h61d at 
court: and.in my poor opinion, this unhappy measure 
Would make the king's cause and his ihseparahle, and 
rivet him yet faster where Ids only strength lay. I 
then humbly be^d him to consider the circumstance 
of time; how fer it might be consistent ^^ tiie- 



Haamk jyft n e n e ii and generosity of his dwmctef to 
mke vMh an attack when his &ther \nto m a 
iat^aishing eoiMlitioit. He replied; that he was sen« 
iStSt of that, but he could not hdp it: he was 
engaged and wdidd go through : the king could noi 
fine Many y^ariF, but might linger thns a good whiles 
and he coidd not sta^r that while ; that the tune» indeed^ 
Ifjftd its hMonveniencies of one sort, and he wished it 
tf^bermBe, but it had its conveniendes of ano^eri 
h would midte people more cautious and apprehensive 
of oflfending him : that besides, he had told the qoeen 
4^ it in the summer, and assured her that he designecl 
'to bring it into parliament ; that she had treated it aa 
idle and chimerieal; that it was impossible that he 
should make anything of it, and seemed to think he 
was only in jest ; that if his friends stood by him, he 
shoidd carry it in the house ; but if he missed there; 
he could not fiul of it in six months : that I should 
know the fiunily as well as anybody; he always 
thought I did ; but feund that I did not, or would 
not: but he himself knew his own finnily best; and 
he- would make a bet that, if he failed now, he gained 
his point in less than a twelTemonth by this means i 
in short, he was resolved, and too &r engaged' in 
honour to go back : that it wbs his due, and Ms right ; 
absolutely necessary to make him easy the rest of his 
life: he conld never want his friends but on this 
c»ccasion : those that would stand bv him in this, he 
should always look on as his friends, and reward as 
such ; those that would not, he should not reckon to 
be so, they- would have noliiing to expect from him 9 
and several other expressions to that purpose: that it 
was to be brought in soon $ in what shape, whether 
by address, or otherwise, he believed yna not yet 
aettled, but soon it must be* I made no particular 
answer -to this last part, but only expressed my con- 
cern for the consequences ; and waiting on him downr 
slam to his horse, begged of him to consider how 
tm omamy k was to delay it ftom the great impropiiety 
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of the time. He sMd, if alittle time would do, sK 
mi^t be considered, but tiie king might linger out 
the session in the same way. I took the liberty to 
ask what would be the ill consequence if that should 
happen, and it should go over to another session. 
He said that could not be, his honour was too £ir 
encaged, he could not, he would not stay. 

Here this conversation ended, without any direct 
demand to vote for this proposal on his side; and 
without Imy direct promise or refusal on mine; and 
I left his ro^ bigness with veiy great uneasiness 
and perplexity upon my mind, considerably augmented 
by the ^reat ease and tranquillity that appeared upon 
his ; which is the natural effect of great resolutiona 
when they are fixed and determined. 

Upon reflection on what had passed, finding it waa 
resolved to apply personally to the duke of Dorset^ 
lord Wilmington, and sir Paul Methuen, X thought it 
a duty of the fiiendship in which we had so many 
years Uved, to prepare them for so disagreeable a 
conference : and first, as he was to be called on the 
next day but one, I acquainted sir Paul Methuen with 
it. We joined in lamenting the Bate of this country, 
to be divided and torn to pieces by a disunion in this 
royal family, which, with so many ardent wishes, with 
tile profiision of so much blood and treasure, we hac^ 
at last, so happily placed on the throne, to end all our 
divisions, and protect us in union and tranquillity* 
We agreed that sir Paul Methuen should not seem to 
be anyways apprised of the cause of sending for him, 
but snould lay hold on all overtures that should be 
given him, to rq)resent strongly to his royal highness 
tiie very fittal consequences of this undertaking; and 
by no means give him anv the least reason or en* 
courajeement to think that he would vote for it. 

I then opened the matter to the lords. We had 
several conferences upon it ; and agreed to communi- 
cate it to lord iScarborough, by the duke of Dorset* 
The lords uiuuumously agreed to do their Mtmost tfft 
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pwv«iic lldfl iU-odtised attftnpt Hi they were sent to^ 
«tid not to be biiidered by loiy intemiptions fircmk re- 
presentiiig strongly to hi6 royal liighness the &tal. 
eontequences of it. Bat in case he persisted in it, to 
^lare plainly to him, tiiat they should * think them* 
sekes ei>liged in conseienoe and in honour to <mNOse 
it, as Ifital to his royal highness, injurious to the king, 
and destructive to the quiet and tranquillity of the 
whole oountryi and desired me to do so too, in case 
it should be mr lot to be first called upon. 

Sir P. Medauen was not sent for on Thursday, 
wych gave me some hopes (tain ones indeed) that 
the great Madness I had received the proposition 
with might have had some we^t« On I«^day the 
llth, I received a message from the prince, at Mr 
Stanhope's, where I dined, to attend him next morn- 
ing to Kew. I was not sorry for the (^portunityi 
bmig resolved to leave no ambiguity in nis royal 
hlghness's mind about n^ behaviour, and veiy appre* 
hensive that names going about, and misrepresented 
as doubdul upon so Important a point (liow insignift- 
ftmt soever) might influence, or mislead unwary 
people. Before we rose from table at Mr Stanhope's, 
a servant brought me word that sir P. Methuen had 
been at my house, and left 'word that he was gone 
home. I went directly to wait on him. He waa 
titen just gone from the prince, to whom he had 
tepresented . the danger and impracdcability of tlda 
measure, witii all the force and weight that became so 
hcmest and so honourable a man ; imd used all possible 
arguments that a good head and a good heart cduld 
suggest^ to dissuade him from it; but all without 
effect : that he then declared to him that he could 
not be for him ; Itat at the importunate and reneated 
request of his ro^ highness, and reflecting that he 
had not attended the house so as to give one single 
vote since the €fxcise bill, he had been prevailed on 
to promise his royal highness to be absent, as he 
usedtobeb 
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On Saturday the 18tb» eaily in tiie moming^ Ite^ 
o&LYed a message from the prince, that he had pot oft 
his journey to KLew that day. However, being williiig 
to come to an explanation, it was thought proper that 
I thould place myself in the way, and go to his royid 
highness's apartment to inquire after his and her 
royal highness's health. The pages told me that he 
was not come from the princess's bed-chambor, but 
was pretty well, and had altered his resolution of 
going to Kew. I went away on foot, and did noCT 
return home all the morning. Just before three, one 
of the prince's servants found me in the Pbrk ; told 
me he had been at my house, but the servants knowing^ 
nothing of me, he had been all over the town after 
me, tolet me know there was a mistake in the morning- 
message, and that the prince ordered me to dine with 
him that day, at his house in Pallmall, 
* I dressed, and got thither before his ro^ highness, 
but not before the company, which consisted chiefly 
of his bed-chamber. When he came, he desired the 
gei^tlemen to amuse themselves, and that he would 
take a walk with me till dinner. In the gps^gm, uAm 
a little common conversation, he began by telling me 
that he had seen sir Paul Methuen, and insinuated 
that sir P. seemed well enough satisfied with the 
proposition. I said I was infinitely surprised, vod 
mortified that I should differ with hun in opinion, in 
an affidr of such oonseouence, considering the long 
fiiendship between us, wnich implied some similitude 
of thinkmg. Upon which, he receded a little firom 
that, and seemed to give me leave to think that sir P« 
did not much approve of it, but, however, had promised 
to be absent. Then he said he had talked to several 
peofkle, and they all entered into it most heartily* 
Having taken my own party, I did not think proper to 
inquire who they were, though I was veir curious to 
know; being persuaded (and I am so sdll) that ^eie 
could not be one unprejudiced man in the nation of 
competent age, weight, and experience, tp. pdfitQ^ ^ 
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' pAocej that would apjurove of such a^ineasure. After 
aorae pause, he told me he had spoken to Mr Hedges 
(his treasurer) and lord Baltimore (of his bed-chamber) 
who were zealously for it. * I saia, no doubt His ser« 
vants would vote for it; nobody cauki take it ill of 
Ihem; they would have leaye to do it. He answered, 
that it was no matter whose leave they had, so he^ 
had their votes* He added, that he had spoken to 
Mr Arthur Herbert, who not only engaged for him- 
self but would bring in all his friends. I smiled, and 
said, I did.not apprdbend that he could make any vote 
but his own. [His brother was in France.] He said 
he would bet Mr Herbert could make above £ve. I 
replied, that if it were so, it must be by making use of 
his royal highness's name. He said that everybody 
was for him : he was absolutely determined, to bring 
it in : he would hear no advice upon it ; and if there 
were but seven^in the house of commons, and three in 
the house .of lords for him, he would do it. I told 
him, that since he was - absolutely determined, I 
thought it necessary to lay my humble opinion before 
him, when he would please to receive it. He said, 
he did not want my opinion, his party was. taken. I 
replied, that I did not presume to ofi^r my opinion as 
what was to guide his actions, but to lay before him 
what was to direct and govei^ my own; which I 
should be glad to take the first opportunity of doing, 
this not bemga proper one, because I saw one of the 
gentlemen coming to acquaint his royal highness that 
dinner was served. He took no notice of that, but 
walk^ into the wood, and said that he would show 
me the duke of Somerset's letter, which he did. It 
contain^ a pretty long account of the precarious state 
of his grace's health, which made it impossible for 
him to come to town : referred to lord Winchelsea for 
Ins opinion of the communication he had received of 
his royal highness's intentions; and concluded by 
wishes that his royal highness may live many years in 
health, prosperity, and plenty: he made me take 
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aotice of fike ivond plen^« I said thal;» y^idk bainfal^ 
fubmissioiiy diis let^r did not seem to me. to aoiount 
to a promise, nor gave the least proapeet of fail grooe^# 
coming to town. He said it was no matter^ he should 
bave ms proxy, which was the same thing [as indeed 
he had]. He then, with a great deal of i4heiaeiieei 
ML upon die difiEculties he lay imder : chat as he bad 
sacrificed himself to the nation, by demiai^i^ a 
marriage (though the pruicess was the best, and most 
agreeable woman in the world), the nation ou^ht t» 
stand by him : that if people would vslae thear em* 
ployments more than n^t and justice, he coald aoi 
nelp it; though he was so stit>ng that "iie was mn^ 
the court durst not touch any one diat voted for hioR 
i got an opportunity of putting in a word hofe^ and 
said that I saw very well little regard wioald be had 
to any professions of not beii^ biassed by one's em* 
ployment, though I thought mv behavioiir towaidB 
those in power plainly showed (and to nobotfymors 
plainly tmm to himself) that I was not very solidlmii 
about mine: but I di^ in my eonsdence,' Mwk (md 
believe that every honest man, whose drcomstaoeea 
were above necessity, would think) tins matter to bi 
fiir above any pecuniary considerations : that a 'br«M9li^ 
so imqNurable as this jproceeduig must occasion, w^okl 
lor the future take off all the grace and lustre of any 
emplojineut of eiljier side a that no man of honouv 
above necessity could serve for the foture with ple»» 
sure, under the uneasy apprdienmons t^ duty 09 
the one side might be misconstrued into disaffection 
on the other : and therefore, I humbly besought fain 
to believe that gentlemen, in this great case, would 
lay aside those leBser considerations, and act upon 
simerior and more afiecting motives, dieir dirty %o the 
whale, which I thought evidently in danger. He 
replied, that it was to no purpose to talk about Udn^ 
settled and resolved amongst friends: that it was very 
hard he should be all his life in want, and the onlf 
one in the nation that was not to have justice done 
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kim : that now was the dme, toid the otily one, tor 
poopio 4o do what they owed him ; that he should 
expect it of them ; he asked hu nght, and neither 
appvriiended nor foresaw any ill consequences from ft 
iTaslced him, 'if he did not think it very dangerous to 
lorn to drire things to such an extremity between him 
and his Ihther, as might make it the interest of one 
half, of the gentlemen of England, that he shoidd 
never come upon the throne? He red^od, why 
would they make themselves desperate ? Why w6uld 
they not do what they owed him, and what wta justice? 
It wonHd be their own fiiuhs : did he deserve less than 
ftbepiincess of DemnariL? The gentlemen stood by 
her. I endeavoured to show hmi the difierence of 
the case, in one essential point, which I thought most 
likely to strike him, viz. In that case the additicytt 
was prt^sed when the civil list was precarious, and 
wot granted to king WiUiam for his life; and upon 
re-granting the duties which were then in the power 
of parliament, that addition was demanded in her 
finronr. But he gave no attention to it, but walked 
about with great precipitation, and a good deal i^ 
tated* As I saw there was naroom len to nndce any 
impfession upon him, I l^iou^t it was hi^ time to 
put an end 1x> die conversation, and thmf<Mre toM 
him, that since I found him vma^^UsrMe in his resolu* 
tion^ I would not presume to oSSbt anything more in 
opposition to it, but must beg leave to give him my 
punn aentiments as to myself: that I would have been 
ylad to have had liberty to;consult my friends, bedEiuse 
It would have g^ven my opinion more we^ht with 
myMC but as that could not be, imd as I bdieved 
nothing th^ could say would dterit, I thoueht myw 
self obUged to declare to him, and I did it wi& grieat 
concern, that if this matter came into parliament, i 
should think myself obliged, in hononr and conscience, 
to give my absolute dissent to it, as^ pernicious and 
destructive to all the royal family, and to the nation in 
ganonL He seemed very angry, but curbed himself 
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s little; and said he could never ha^e expected this 
fix>m me ; but he supposed then, that he was to expect 
all my friends asainst him [meaning those gentlemen 
of the house of commons whom he thou^t I could 
inflaeBoe]. I told liia that I apoke only for myself; 
that I had not dropped the least faint to tm ^ne of 
them ; they would know it but too soon. This con- 
versation brought us to the door : I saw he was very 
much heated, and going in, he said he must do as he 
could ; that in the princess of Denmark's time there 
were gentlemen that valued doing right, more than 
thdr employments ; he was sorry the race of them 
was extinct : I had only time to say, that I was to 
submit to whatever his royal highness pleased to 
think, or say, and content myself with domg what I 
thought my duty. Thus we went to dinner, with a 
^reat deal of anxiety on my part,' from the re»l afleo- 
tion, as well as reverence, that I bear him ; and widi 
much more freedom and gaiety on his, than I could 
possibly put on. 

As soon as dinner and drinking was over, w6 rose, 
and I shuffled myself into the midst of the company, 
in order to get away with the first of them, wh^i he 
pleased tO make us his bow ; but he dtsmissed them 
all, and ordered me to come with him into the little 
room. This conversation was much the longest, 
lasting near two hours ; but as there was a great deal 
of repetition, I shall oi^y put down what has not been 
already said: though scarce anything was said by hin 
in th/ two tmn^, that . was 't^TLoDgly itpMed, 
and insisted upon in this. 

His roval h^hness began by telling me that he had 
done with asking me anything more tor his sake; but 
as he had always had the greatest kindness and afiec* 
tion for me, he would now talk to me a little for my 
own. Tliat he desired me seriously to consider, in 
this affidr, my own reputation in the world; that it 
would sufler extremely by leaving him : that I must 
be sensible I had done myself a great d^ of hurt in 
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idle dfnnioii of mankind atready» by ac qui g p c u i g so 
much as I had done id measares with those who had 
treated me and all my friends so ill ; but that it would 
be a great aggravation to that prejudice if I neglected 
so advantageous an opportunity as this of getting free 
from it : and much more to this purpose. After hum- 
ble thanks for his goodness, I replied that I was very 
sensible ^ the difficulties I lay under : that I had no 
choice to make but what must be disagreeable and 
pfdnful to me : that as to the ministry I had ver^ little 
regard to those who treated me or any of my friends 
sl^htingly: that I thought nobody cared less who 
knew it, or took less pams to conceal it: that in an 
aifidr, where I was convinced the whole was con* 
cemed, I must prefer my own integrity to the opinion 
Q& the world, and ke^ peace at home whatever other 
people might think or say. He said it was strange 
that faia b^t friends, and those he counted most upon, 
should be agaioBt hon : that he wondered I should 
consider my own character ukL my interest so little : 
he had always had the greatest kmdness for me; he 
was resolved to show it in the most distinguished 
manner; why would I make it impossible? Why, 
when he should have it in his power, give occasion to 
have it thrown in his teeth that he was goin^ to dieh . 
tinguish one who had left him at the only tune that 
he could want his friendship ? That I must be sensi- 
ble, after this, he could see. me no more upon the 
foot he had done. I said, I was extremely sensible of 
the truth of all he had been pleased to say, lUid that I 
had no comfort on either side but from die sense of 
doing my duty : that my reason informed me this was 
a measure fatal to himself and to the whole country ; 
I was convinced of it, and my honour and conscience 
obliged me to dissent from it. He asked me, sup* 
posing that were so, if I never had given a vote against 
my opinion in concurrence with those I had no reason to ^ 
like ? I answered, I had, many ; and believed it was 
the case of everybody who had acted with a jiarty , ehher 
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for or agamst an Itdimiiistradoii: diat, in my dpinioa; 
btwinenii was not to be carried en in an abstracted 
treyf b^ consideriDg every point simply and without 
^onneiaon to.tli^ mole : but that I had neyer acted 
contrary to my opinion, where I thoog^t the whole 
immediately concerned, as I stood convinoed it was in 
this; and therefore, no earthly oonaderatidn coold 
make me be &r it He then pressed me much with 
the authority of the people engaged : would I talk 
with iKr Piuteney and lord Csurteret ? and if I waa 
convinced it was their opinion, and they thou^t it 
right, would I then be for it ? It could do no hurt to 
tee them at least. * I replied, I could have no doubt 
ikhat they were engaged in it, after what his jroyal 
highness had been pleased to say; and that lord 
Cfidteret mig^t be the more easily induced to it from 
a persuasion that it must, drop in the house of com- 
m<»is. He said, that if there were bat three votes for 
it there, it should come into the house of lords : (Md 
I think him so simple as not to know Carteret 9 
Would I see them? 1 answered, that I had tlie great* 
est rcigard for lord Carteret's parts and slnlities, and 
* the most ancere respect and value for Mr Pulteney, 
with whom I had lived in an intimate acquaintance 
for some years, and whom I always reckoned one 
of the most consideraible men this country had 
fared 3 that, if his royal lughness commanded mCf 
I was very willing to wait on them, but in noways' 
upon the foot ofaltermg my opinion, sin^^ upon 
their authority, and becuise the contrary mi^t be 
theirs : but (I overshot myself so far as to add), to 
show his royal highness how much I was in ooii<* 
science perauaded of the truth of my opinion, unequal 
as I was (and in nobody's thoughts more so than in 
my own), I would ventiue to talk with both thoae 
gentlemen before hiis royal highness upon the ccms^* 
quences of this measure; and if they could show me 
that the bringing it into parliament would not be at^ 
tended with the greatest dangers, pn^dice, and divl-» 
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noDSy t>oth in the royal fiunily and the nation, be it 
light or wroo^ in itself when brought in, then I would 
be for it. His royal highness dropped this proposip 
tion ^which I was extremel v glad of, having given a 
very indiscreet opening agamst myself), and said it 
wa9 his due; he hoped it was. no fault to claim his 
due ; and the master of the rolls told him that it was 
his. ri^ht in equity. I said that equity amongst gentle* 
men, mdeed, was understood to mean a plausible de- 
mand to a thing.; but as the master was a judge in 
equity, I was surprised at the expression from him, 
and could hardly believe that he would affirm to me 
that there could be grounded a legal equity upon that 
statute to take the allotment of the estate thereby 
vested in the crown out of the king's disposition. He 
said it was his right, he had one hundred and eighty 
enjga^ed to support him, and he hoped he should Qb» 
tain It. 

Not seeing the end of the 'conversation, I was re- 
solved, if possible, to do what I thought my duty, and 
to set before him the precipices he was going U> 
plunge into, let the reception it met with be what it 
would; and, accordingly^ I took the liberty of saying 
that since it was absolutely necessary he should have 
50,000/. per ann. addition, I humbly begged leave to 
know of his royal highness why he would not rather 
choose to ask it of the parliament than to push this 
dangerous and desperate measure ? That I was highly 
sensible this proposition was very far from being pru- 
dent or adviseable in itself; but, bad as it was, yet it 
was so infinitely preferable to the other evil, that I 
would not only be for i<, but would support and main- 
tmn it with all my strength ; and would engage that 
^ all my friends, not onlv those of the house of com- 
mons, but those of the house of lords, would be for it. 
He said. No, he thought the nation had done enough, 
if not too much for the family already : that he would 
rather beg his bread from door to door than be a fur- 
ther, charge, to them; and that he would have it in^ 
x2 
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^bk voLVj or not at alU I rapUedy tbat daee he m* 
pressea so much teaderaew to the nalbn, I entfeated 
nim to consider the state to which hit reduced it: td 
reflect upon the profusion of blood and treasure we 
had lavished to maintain our liberties and constitu- 
tion : to remember at what a vast comense we had 
brought over and 'maintained hk faimly, solely and 
singly >> secure to us and protect us in die quiet en-' 
joyment of those liberties and that constitution ; and 
then to think what sentiments it must raise in everf 
hcmest country gentleman of great property, who have 
warm wishes to all the royal lamily, and who ex« 
pected nothing but a good word and a kind look from 
every part of it in return ; to think a little, I said, 
what tnat body of men must feel to be dragged ua« 
avoidably by that very royal family into the ratal ne* 
leessity of being desperate with the possessor of or 
the successor to the crown : that, for my part, I should 
not be surprised if they all absented themselves from 
the house, with hearts full of discontent and distaste 
on both sides. He said, that if they would not do 
their duty cheerfully they must be frightened into it ; 
or to that lefiect : he could not sufier all his life, &c* 
I asked him, if he thought they were to be frightened ; 
and if they were, I appealed to his generosity, if that 
■were a just return : that I most earnestly supplicated 
him not to overturn .the constitution and the whole 
royal family toother : that I had always been bred in 
monarchical pnnciples, such as were consistent with a 
free people : that I could no more help the people to 
intermeddle with the just rights of l^e crown, than 
tamely sit still and see the crown invade and destroy 
the just rig:hts of the people. Did he, could he be-* 
lieve, that if the king w&re to propose to a council for 
their opinion, whether he should give his royal higfa- 
ness dO,000/. or 100,000/. per ann. that any of diose 
lords he had named, or myself, should lutve a mo* 
ment's difficulty in delivering and supporting our opi- 
nion for the larger sum? Siuiely he could not; there 



we flhould act iicc<»ding Ut our duty, and conntieti^- 
tionally; but to bring the parliament kito thd king'fit 
dosety for them to examine mto his most private do^ 
mestic tdban, intrude themselves into the government 
oi his private estate and femily, was iPBreTy the most 
&tal precedent that could be made, and the most ttn-^ 
heard of to be attempted by a prince that was to sug^ 
ceed him : that I most earnestly conjured him to oon« 
fidder what he was doing : that we all hoped he would 
have ohaldien: that he knew he hftd a brother; if kl 
should happen, when he was on the throne, that dis^ 
contents should aiise (and there had been disoontenttf 
under the best princes that ever reigned), how wouid 
he like to have a pariiament tell him that the duke Wb» 
an amiable and popular prince, of gt^at merit and 
ffiipectation ; that they thought his appanage too small^ 
and destfed his majesty to double it : that he .^as bofn^ 
in England, and the nation could not think themselves 
safe in keeping up such an army, unless the duke watf 
dedared general r Would he hke this ? And yet this 
they might do, they would have a precedent for It, and 
what was more extraordinary and unanswerable, a 
piecedent of hb own making. He said, he knew how 
to avoid tiiat : he ga;re me his word he would diake- 
hia ohildren and his brother ^tirely easy, they should 
have most ample allowances ; that wcmld be a teost 
eiectuai way to keep everybody quiet. I asked him 
if he was sure that;d^ey would be all and always rea^ 
sonable? Would all- those that advised them be sof 
Could he be blind to what fatal foundations he was 
lapyii^ for future disturbances ? And begged him to 
coasMer that even rebellions, with a prince of the 
Uood at the head of them, lost a great deal of the 
horror and even of the danger of common rebellions. 
I desired that he would talk to the duke of Ai^U and 
lord Scarborough, to see if I was single in my appre- 
hensions. He said, No, the duke of Argyll w^ too 
dee|>iy engaged Willi the court by his employments. I 
^DMroated hnn to look on the duke ia a far superior 
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and more just light, as one of ithe fint of his fiith^s ' 
subiectSy and more so by his firm and unalterable at- 
tachment and unavoidable connexion to the whole 
royal fiioaily, than by his rank ; but, however^ lord 
Sourborough had no employment He still said. No ; 
Scarborouehy he knew, was always full of his fears : 
which he laughed at, I replied, that I was sure, if 
lord Scarborough had his fears, they were for his 
royal hi^^ess and not for himself. He still refused 
to speak to either»«4eff them, and said that now he did 
not thjnk to speak to the duke of Dorset or lord Wil- 
mington. I begged him to believe that I only sp<^e my 
own sentiments, and not to alter his design of sending 
lor them upon that He ssdd. No, it was to no pur- 
pose ; he <Knew we were in the same way of thinking^ 
and was satisfied he could expect nothing firom thence, 
so would not send for them ; nor would he now, for 
sir Thomas Fraakland or sir Conyers Darcy, as he 
once designed. I still perdsted to desire that he 
would not include those gentlemen with me, who 
knew nothing of it; but he persisted in the contrary, 
i^hich made, me say that I was extremely sorry that 
he would not speak to gentlemen of that character ; 
and that X did not believe he would find one dispas- 
aionate man, unhe^ited by opposition, of figure enough 
to be consplted, Vho would not most ardently and 
vehemently adyise his royal highness against this 
measure. He then renewed his mstances strongly to 
make me. for it, and said he should make a very bad 
figure in the world when it apj^eared that his best 
friends were a^^st him (and uus he repeated often) 
. in the only pomt he could want them, and in a point 
I well knew he was always entirely set upon, and had 
always had in view. I replied, it was true, I did know 
he was alwavs bent upon it, but his royal highness as 
well knew that I always as constantlv opposed this 
way of attempting it : that he well knew that my 
Irmn^s on this head was the first and chief cause of 
ma ^withdraiving, Jor these two year« Im. pwt> tha 
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confidence he fbrmeiiy honoured me wkh: that I 
kpoke it without the least thought of coBiplamt, but 
ae knew it wad so; and theiefore» as I could >y nOx 
means chaige his royal highness with acting incon* 
flistently in pursuins this view, he must also do me 
the justice to own tnat I acted consistently with my- 
self in dissenting from it : that as he had been ffa^ 
dously pleased often to use the word friends leaving 
one, mends not assisditt one^&c. I most hund>ly 
bcttged leave to submit^ if it was friendly to take a re* 
sohidon of the behest nature, a resolution one. was 
known to be against, and unalteraUy to fix that leso* 
hitien, with I could not say who; not with the 
friends, certainly, of those he was graciously pleased 
to call friends ; and all this, without the least commu* 
nicatkm to them .till it was irrecoverable ; without 
giving them the least opportunity of having their ob* 
jections weighed or their scruples removed ; but only 
to tell them that the thing 9»s fixed, and they must 
ioUow or refuse it. He then set ^fcrth how unpopular 
the oourt had made itsdf through the nation, which 
was much the reverse on his side. I told him, that I 
raflected with much concern on any unpopularity, but 
was thoroughly persuaded that this measure would 
lessen the unpopularity where he seemed to express 
the greatest disuke; and lay a foundation for it where 
he ^oi^t, and I was persuaded there was none; be* 
eause I was convinced that an attack upon his royal 
htther of this nature, and at this time, would produce 
so incurable a division, that when men's first passiona 
sabflided and they b^anto reflect coolly; the authors 
and advisers of this measure (I did not know thern^ 
but the world would certainly fix it somewhere, un* 
justly perhaps), would, in the end, become the do* 
testation * c^ mankind, and perhaps of posterity. He 
stfll continued to press me warmly, and said that my 
beine against him cut 00*1118 fingers ; but sure I could 
not deny him to be absent if I would not be for him. 
I told him> that as I now stood informed it was in* 
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posiible for me to be absent | when I had taken a 
mature resolution upon a tlung of this .weight, I 
thought it would be inoonsiflteiit with my honoor and 
rq>utation not to dare to show it : that, however, if I 
could find any means to satiny my honour to myself 
in being absent, I would wait on his royal highness 
again, but, as I was now informed, I thought it im- 
possible^ and that nothing could happen to me so 
filial, not even his royal highness's displeasure, as to 
leave the least ambiguity upon his mmd of my con* 
duct. He asked what I meant by aml»guity f I said, 
to leave any doubt with his roysl highness, or reason 
for lum to 8i:^pose that 1 would be for him, or absent, 
when he would afterwards hear that I was agamst 
him. He said, it was very strange that I would nal 
be absent, when I had said that I thought it natural 
that many gentlemen of g^reat honour and property 
would renii^ to vote in tms question. I r^hed, that 
i could not be ab6ent,«becattse I did not come under 
the latter part of die description I had made of them, 
for I had said, that what would make such gentlemen 
be absent would be a motive of dissatisfaction against 
both for having driven them to that extremity : now 
that could never be a motive with me, to whatsoever 
extremities I might be reduced. He said he saw then, 
that he was to expect me and all mv friends (meaning 
the commoners) against him. I told him, that as to 
inv friends, I had not dropped the least lunt to them 
of this afiair : that I hoped, for his sake, they would 
not see it in the light that I did ; and did promise 
him, that I would use no one argument to induce them 
to do so : but for myself, it was with great concern I 
was obliged to say that I must be against it, unless I 
could find reasons, which I did not then see, and whichl 
I believed it impossible to find, to be absent ; if I did, 
I would certainly wait on his royal highness again and 
let him know it. Thus ended the most paiiSul cozt-' 
versation I ever had, or, I believe, ever shall have, 
whilst I live. 



^ APPENDIX. / 251 

Ail wliat 18 put down here is only to aid my own 
memory^ while the transaction is fresh, and in parti- 
cularsy only, where I was immediately concerned, I 
will not say when the ministry first knew of this reso» 
lution; though, I think,* I hare undeniable reasons to 
believe they did not know it till Sunday the 13th, at 
soonest; more probably not till Monday the 14th« 
which is extremely surprising. On Wednesdav the 
16th it was public, and 1 was stopped by seyenu gen- 
tlemen in the house of oonmions, who desired my 
(pinion, which I gaye to none. Sir Robert Walpole 
desired me to stay the rising of the house, that he 
might speak with me ; I did so, and when the house 
was almost empty we went behind the chair together. 
fie was then so little informed of people's opmions, 
that he began by saying that he desired to speak to me 
without reserye, and therefore would ask .me, fi*anklyj 
if upon this great question I would giye him a meeting. 
I answered, that this great question was not new to 
me; that for three years preceding the two last, it had 
been the great struggle of my life to preyent it from 
breddng out then; that I would not haye done so if I 
had not entirely disapproyed it; and that from that 
time, up to this yery hour, I had neyer seen any one 
reason to induce me to alter my opinion. He said it 
was a yery handsome declaration, and he thanked me; 
but that I well knew many things were liable to be 
located to us which we were not guilty of, and there- 
fore be^ed me to speak to my friends. I said, that I 
desired thene might be no mistakes between us upon 
a sulject of this importance ; that I spoke for myself 
plainly, and openly ; I always disapproyed of this mea- 
sure as pernicious and fatal to the whole royal family, 
and as such, would giye my public dissent to it. As 
to what he called my friends, I supposed he meant Mr 
Dodington, Mr Wyndham, Mr Beaghan, and the two* 
Messrs Tucker. He said. Yes. I replied, that as to< 
this matter I would tell him the whole truth, indi^. 
fbrent how far he credited it; that it would pe idle to 
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tdS him tJuit I did not know of litis measure^ ibr T 
iadf long since, bat nnder such restrictions that hk^ 
denad me from commmdcating it to an^bod3r; that I 
regarded those ties, and had not even hmted it to any 
one of those gentlemen; bat as the thing was now 
public, I had already spoke to some of themy and did 
design to do so to the rest, to meet me that night f 
but, as yet, could give him no maimer of guess as to 
their opinion in tlm matter. He again desired me not 
to do the thine by halves, because it would be impated. 
I told him that they were ind^)endent gentlemen; 
that though their fortunes were not laige, yet they 
were sufficient, and they were resolved tibey always 
should be sufficient to keep them in independency | 
that he best knew^ they had not been regarded, or 
treated in a manner to give them any great present 
expectations. He interrupted me here, and said we 
understood one another ; that what I said,^th relation 
to those gentlemen, was true, and had proceeded 
from not being in a situation to have it otherwise, 

J meaning the coldness between us). I replied, that I 
id understand him, but as he knew they nad no pith 
sent expectations, I could by no means sayhow&r 
they would care to foifdt the prospect of all future 
fiivours and advantages. He pressed me again to 
speak to them ; for, indeed, it would be unputed. His 
repeating that so often heated me a little, and made 
me tell him that I very little rmrded what might be 
imputed to me umustlv. Had i any pretensions ? any 
expectations ? What had I asked or pretended ? lie 
knew I had none; if I had, let him say it. He si|id it 
was very true; that I must be sensible that there had 
been great misunderstanding between us, he was^wiU 
ling to suppose on both sides, but that so great a 
service as that wiped out a multitude of things. I 
answered, that what I should do was from a motive of 
my duty; that I neither asked nor expected any re- 
ward for it, nor pretended anything from it; that as 
to the gentlemen, I would, as I designed, lay the 
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ter feirly before them, and plainly tell them which wa|r 
I should vote ; whether my example would influence 
them they must determine, but I should use no argi:^ 
talents to do it. 

I did so the same night; and they, from their own 
judgments, entirely unbiassed, or attempted to be so 
by me, all determined to vote for the king. 

On Sunday the 20th, about twelve gentlemen met 
at sir Robert Walpole's, to be informed (as the custom 
is of all those meetings) of what is resolved upon, 
instead of being consulted (as the custom ought to be) 
.upon what should be resolved on. 

When the companv was gone, I told sir Robert 
Walpole that I had laid the matter before the gentle- 
men, and that I found they were disposed to act in 
the same manner that I had declared I would do. He 
thanked me, and was going on (as I thought) to men- 
tion future expectations; but I prevented him, by con- 
tinuing to say, that if I had been so unfortunate as to 
take another part in this unlucky aflair, than that 
which the real sense of my duty, and zeal for the 
whole royal family, had determined me to take, I be- 
lieve he must* be very sensible that the connexion 
between those gentlemen and me was such, that we 
should not have differed in opinion. He said there 
could be no manner of doubt of it. I added, that I 
then left him to consider whether, beside that real 
sense of my duty, I had had, from the day this king 
came upon the throne, up to that hour, any one in- 
ducement to do what I had resolved to do. He answered, 
to be sure not; the misunderstandings between him 

and me were very public, but now ^and was goii^ 

on, but I thought it not proper to enter into ex- 
planations, and interrupted him by saying, I did not 
mention this in any the least way of complaint, but 
thought I owed myself so much justice as to put him 
in mmd of it ; that as I acted from a principle of ho- 
nour and conscience only, I was very regardless of the 
consequences that might happen to me from it ; thougli 
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I wafi not so blind as not to see that I stood exposed 
to future resentments by it, at least as much as 
any gentleman in England; with which I took my 
leave. On Tuesday the 22d, the motion was made 
by Mr Pulteney, and seconded by sir John Barnard ; 
the message and answer produced by sir Robert Wal- 
pole. The house divided between twelve and one; 
the numbenrfor the king were 234, for the prince 204. 
There were 46 Tories absent; 35 members voted for 
the prince against us, who I think never voted against 
us before. 

On Friday the 25th, the same motion was made 
in the house t)f lords (where I was also), by lord Car- 
teret, and seconded by lord Gower. The debate lasted 
till past eig^t, when the motion was rejected. The 
numbers for the king were 103, for the pnnce 40. 

Thus ended this unhappy ai&ir in parliament. God 
only knows where the consequences of it wiU end in 
8 nation, where, by the profligacy and dissoluteness of 
their manners, the people seem to have fbrfdted all 
pretence to the divine favour and interposition ; and 
where baseness, degeneracy, and cqfruption, is ar- 
rived to such a height, as to make them an easy prey, 
not only to the glaring qualities, and miscalled virtues, 
of great ill-designing princes, but even to the most 
bare&ced, despicable attempts of the weakest, when- 
ever they shall think fit to employ a Kttle low cunning 
and open corruption to enslave them. 



Mr DodingtotCt answer to the prince, delivered hy Mr 
Ralph, to the earl of Middlesex^ who presented it to his 
royal highness, March W, V14A'9. 

Alluded to in page 9. 

That his royal highness may be thoroughly convinced, 
that Mr Dodin^on is, in earnest, disposed to be as 
serviceable to his royal highness, and thh country, as 



his circumstances end abilities will give him leave, he 
has resigned the o£Bce he had the honour to hold uiw 
der his majesty. 

^d having premised thus much, he humbly hopes 
he may be indulged in sa^ng, that if, by the most 
gracious ofiers his royal highness Is pleased to make, 
of receiving him to the same degree of favour and 
protection as he once enjoyed, his ro^^ highness 
means to admit him to the honour of bemg about his 
person, at his leisure hoiirs, as a most respectftd, most 
afiectipnate, and most disinterested attendant, he shedl 
receive that great condescension, with all the reveren- 
tial duty and respect that becomes him to a great and 
limiable prince, who is thoroughly capable by that 
meails or making the decline of his life much the hap^ 
piest part of it. 

' But as to entering into his royal highnesses publie 
tnisiness ; to advise or direct the measures which his 
Joyal highness may think fit to have pursued in parlia^- 
ment, by his faQiiiy and followers, while himself and 
his very few most efficient friends are not in his royal 
highness's service; or presuming to«take a lead; or 
invite, or engi^ others to follow his royal highness's 
standard ; he humbly hopes it will, in no degree, be 
^jpected from tiim; because be knows, and is con* 
vinced, that his rank and fortune must render such an 
attempt vain and impracticable ; nor does he believe 
that anybody, much his superior in both, could, efiec* 
jtually serve his royal highness in that waj, how neces- 
sary soever it may be, without those additions. 



.A 
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TkefoUowing Uiier and memorial wassiut to the prince 

of fVales, by Mr Dodington, October 18, 1749, and is 

, taken notice of in page 15. Mr Dodington advitSi hit 

royal highnets not to appear at the head of opposition^ 

. and attempts to dissuade him from even encouraging 

' any opposition, with such sensible and honest argu- 

-' ments that would reflect honour upon the most upright 

statesman. 

Sir, Hammenmith, Oct. 13, 1749. 

I came from Eastbury to Hammersmith last night, 
but too late to pay my duty to your ro^'al high- 
ness, as I designea when I sat out. I hope to have 
that honour and hi^piness some time this morning, 
if your royal highness should happen to be at leisure. 

In the mean time, I humbly presiune to lay the en* 
closed memorial before vour royal highness, to fill up 
» serious quarter of an hour; and as a proof that your 
service has not been out of my head or heart since I 
left your royal presence. 

I am, &c, 

MEMORIAL FOR THB PRINCE. 

Sir, October 19, 1749. 

Trough I must own I am under but litde, per- 
haps too little, constraint when I converse with your 
royal highness, in the femiliarity of private Ufe, which 
your condescension often calls me to ; yet, when I 
approach you in the light of a great prince, of admi- 
rable endowments by nature, highly unproved by art 
and observation ; a prince with one foot on the throne 
of a once great and powerfiil people, called thither by 
providence to prevent or complete its ruin; when I 
afmroach you in this light, and above all, when I con- 
sider that I am called to ofier my serious opinion, rela- 
ting to a conduct that must determine this awful 
event, I confess I am too much agitated between the 
resolution of doing my duty to my country, and the 
fear c^ ofiending by too fiill and plain a dudiai^e of 
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k, to speak to your royal highness with that calmness 
of mma, that fuU possesskm of myself^ which the great* 
ness €)i the object, the operation, and the actor requirey 
tipon so sokiQQ an occasion* 

I have therefore chosen this way of memorial, as 
a means to lay my thoughts before your royal hi^ 
oess in a U«s eoiuused manner, and at the same time 
to give you an opportunitv of examining them, as your 
leiswre aad indmation shaU dictate; hnmbly ho^g 
coaly that y<m will g^ve them a full and calm conside* 
ration, as the settled opinion, a^r much reilectttm, 
of a man bound in duty, and impelled by gratitude an4 
laclination, to prefer your true glory and interest, awl 
the welfare of ^is country (vraich are inseparableX 
to all otiber earthly coiMiderations ; and (me who looks 
upon the £iitbful dischaige of this great duty, as the 
mort important artide he is answerable for to Al* 
mighty Uod, before whom he expects shortly to 
appear. 

As nobody has seen this pa|>er, elegance and ac« 
curacy it xxmy possibly want ; sincerity and afifection« 
it certainly viilt not; the head may err, the heart 
cannot, 

I shall begm, sir, with parliamentary affiurs, so &t 
forth only, as they relate to the part your rojpl hig^ 
neas^ in your present situaticm, ought to take in them, 
by those who are more immediately honoured with 
your character and protection, 

I choose to bqgin with this head, because it is most 
pressing in point of time; because it is what you are 
most deeply engaged in; and because (though per* 
haps unavoidably at first) it is now become the source 
and cause of all the most consider^le difficulties 
|rou labour under ; and wluch, each in its turn, mav 
be the subject of di0erent memorials, if you shaO 
please to approve of this- method ^f laying my 
thoughts befi>fe your royal highness. 

The narrow measure of governing by a party, which 
has unfortunately attended the frequency of parlisr 
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ments (a thing in itsdif most desirable), seems to hiive 
been the occasion that opposition has too frequently 
Ranged its views, from ttie redress of grievances (its 
ancient, and only justifiable otject), to a pursuit of 
pHvate preferment, or private resentment.' Let us 
take them separately, ana see if a prince of Wales can 
appear at the head of either, consistent with his true 
greatness. 

And first, let us consider an oppodtion carried on 
for the private preferment of the -opposers. . CaU ft 
prince or Wales be preferred ? He must be king; and 
as he can be nothing else, can such an oppoation make 
him so, one hour before his time ? or, if it could, would 
be not reject it with horror and indignation ? 

Let us next form to ourselves an opposition founded 
Upon resentment; a resolution to pull down, possibly 
to punish, those that have oti^nded us, without const- 
deni^ Gonse^iuences. 

Will a prince of Wales appear to act publicly, fix>m 
resentment, and passion only; and that too under the 
disadvantage of appearing to do it peevishly, perso-^ 
nidly, in^ectually ; when he must one day have it in 
his power to do it nobly, nationally, and effectually ? 

Having shown that the ends, to which oppositions 
have been usually directed, are inconsistent with th^ 
interest and true glory of a prince of Wales, in youf 
present situation, let us examine if the methods of 
opposition, employed to attain those ends, are better 
calculated for your royal highness*s great purposes^ 

In the first case then that I have stated, which h 
that of an opposition founded on self-interest only^ 
the methods, m short, are a steady and unvariabl^ 
attention to propose everything that is specious, but 
impracticable or unseasonable; to depreciate and 
lessen everj^hing that is blameless, and to exaggerate 
nnd infiame everything that is blameable; in order to 
make the people desire, and the crown consent to, 
the dismission of those in power and place to make 
roam for the leaders and fofiowers of tk opposition. 
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But a prince of ^our elevation, ar, cann6t act as the 
head of any admimstration ; it is descending too low; 
nor can your followers act under any without ceasing 
to be so. I humbly think it is not your interest to 
drive them from you ; and I am sure it is not theirs to 
^t the certain favour of a kin^ whom they will have 
contributed to make a great kmg, for the uncertain, 
ill-willed, precarious emoluments, which they may 
snatch, in the scramble of a new administration^ 
forced upon the crown. 

The methods of carrying on the second sort of o^ 
position I have mentioned, in which resentment la 
the chief motive and ingredient, admit of a very short 
discussion; they are much the same with the other^ 
only heightened and inflamed. Proposing things, not 
only unseasonable, but dangerous and subversive of 
government itself; opposing right and wrong with 
eaual vehemence ; and endeavouring to overturn the 
wnole system, rather than not reach those who have 
the supreme direction of it. I presume ^ou, sir, who 
are, by Providence, called to govern, will not contri- 
bute to make all government unpracticable, or sacri- 
fice to resentment and passion the wel&re and pros- 
perity of the people, in which your own interest and 
gloiy is inseparably implicated and involved ; nor will 
Uiose, who hope to govern under you, find their ac* 
count in such a meth<^ of opposition. 

Be pleased, sir, to let us make a little stand here 
to see what we have proved, and to consider what . 
consequences necessarily follow firom the things 
proved, that ought to in^ence your present and 
niture conduct. 

It 4s proved, I hope beyond all possibility of doubt^ 
that the oppositions we have seen carried on in this 
Country hitnerto, are neither becoming your royal 
highness, in your present situation, nor advantageous 
to your followers ; that such an opposition never can, 
eitner bv its means or its ends, establish that point, 
which alone ought to influence the public actions of a 
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prince; of a prince like you, sir, who tant o^y to be 
9een as you really are» qot as you are nusrepresented 
(to which mkrepraientations, the composition has un- 
avoidaUy fumisned some foundation and prete^Lt), ta 
become the sole object of mankind's expectatioB, for. 
the redress of all the grievances they feel» and the 
dispensation of all the future benefits they hope for. 

Admkting then all this to be proved* what followa 
from it ? Are we to infer that the opposition which 
your royal highness countenanced and protected^ waa 
improperly and iijudiciously entered into, and conse- 
quently, tmt there ought to be no opposition at all ? 
Are one^ or both oi mese points, we doctrine you 
would establish ? Neither the one nor the other. 

I am ready to own, that considering the humiliating 
situation prepared for your royal highness, at your 
fii^t conung to Britain, perhaps you had no means oi 
procuring yourself a proper independency, but by 
naving recourse to the unprincely weapon of oppo* 
sition, 

I vrill also willingly admit that such an indepen- 
dence waa necessary to establi^ the dignity and great- 
ness of your representation, and to show you m the 
proper hgfat of a mediator between the king and the 
people; one, from whom they are to hope and expect 
every benefit they wanted, either by your intercession 
with, or succession to, sovtfeign power. . 

But as these concessions are true, and justify your 
conduct towards the attainment of that necessary in* 
dependence, your royal highness must, on the other 
tide, own that your being obliged to pursue it by 
those means has forced you to submit to many things 
painfiil to you in the^ execution ; improper audiences 
and applications, condescensions and femiliaritiesi 
that I humbly ^prehend, you feared and felt, must 
lessen that greatness, and puUic significance which, 
by the independence then struggled for, you were 
labouring to advance and establish. 

Your royal highness must also allow that, 99 this 
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pursmt carried in its &ce the full likeness of a private 
pecuniary establishment; the bulk of mankind not 
being taught to see it as the foundation of that inde- 
pendence necessary to make you their advocate or 
their defender, in case they should be amieved; the 
bulk of mankind, I say, not being tau^ to see, or 
rather being taught not to see it in that light, judged 
of it in gross, and as it carried private interest in the 
face, concluded (since you went into court upon 
paining your point K that the same private interest was 
mterwoven with the whole, and composed the consti- 
tuent and essential parts of your intention and design. 

So that the unavoidable consequences of this me- 
thod of opposition became a drawback upon itself, 
and in some degree defeated its own success. For; 
though the necessary independency was established, 
there was still something wanting to stamp and im- 
press upon the minds of the people, that exalted 
opinion, that fervent, afiectionate confidence and ex« 
pectation, which the benevolence of your heart, and 
the force and extent of tout natural genius (much 
embellished and improved) exact from all those who 
have the happiness to see your royal highness in a near 
and natural light; to find and to fix this somethings 
so as it may produce to my country the fiill blessings 
of your most gracious intentions and benificent reso- 
lutions, is under heaven, the whole object of all m^ 
care, pains, ambition, and reward; nor do I despair 
of success. 

For 1 cannot believe, now the end is attained, that 
your royal highness will continue upon yourself those 
inconveniences, which it might be necessary to sub- 
mit to, in order to attain it ; we, indeed, your ser- 
vants, by going on in the same eager method, and 
throwing your ^reat name and august patronage before 
us, might gratify our resentments, and possibly our 
interests, by forcing ourselves into place under the 
ministry; I say possibly might, but I verily believe, 
that there is not one of us that harbours so mean a 
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thouglit; and if any one dififera in opim<m with me 
upon these great points, I humbly hope your royal 
highness will be persuaded (as I am from the convio* 
tion of my conscience), that it proceeds from a dif* 
ferent concq»ti(Mi of things only, but from a heart as 
afl^ctionate and zealous as my own, for your royal 
hiphness's true interest and g^ory. But I stiU return to 
Ihis point, that I do not imagine, that a prince of your 
prudence «nd discernment wili continue a pursuit 
that cannot, in all human probab^ty, be attended 
with success; and, if it was, could be empWed to no 
desirable end that 6Jls withm the compass of my poor 
comprehension. 

The pursuit I mean, is a majority in parliament, 
^hich I hold morally impossible to gain; anc^ if it 
could be gained, I am entirely at a loss to guess what 
advantageous use to your royal highness could be 
made of it; on the contrary, X think it a thing, of ail 
others, the least to be wiwed. For, if we were a 
sujficlent miyority to drive out the present ministry, 
your royal highness would not, I presume, have us 
take their places ; that were to drive us from you, 
indeed; for, in the pres^ot unhappy disposition of 
the ro^al family, 3rouwell know, tiiat to keep the 
places into which we had intruded, we must act like 
our predecessors, very dishonourably and disgrace* 
fully to ourselves indeed, but certainly very o0en* 
sively to your royal' highness. Besides, if we were 
that majority, with all the emoluments and tempta* 
tiotis full within reach tmd in our power, is your 
royal highness very sure you could stop us all shcNrt^ 
and hinder us from rushing in to the plunder ? 

This great something then that is wanting^ this ne* 
cessary point of li^t, which is not to be found in the 
present meUiods or ends of opposition, must be fixed 
and ascertained, in order to proportion and adapt the 
means to the measure. 

Now, according to my understanding, this great and 
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necessary point is, to fix in the minds of mankindi bf 
the dignity and steadiness of your own behaviour^ a 
strong prepossession of your warm and ben^tent 
intentions for the wel&re of this country^ without 
private view or resentment; and by such a choice of 
those to whom you delegate the principal direction 
of your affiurs^ as may create a full confidence that 
you are not only thoroughly determined, but also 
properly prepared to carry those intentions into full 
execution, when you are vested with power to do it* 

And now, sir, I whom your royal highness may 
hitherto have thought an enemy to all opposition, 
become an humble advocate, in my turn, for an oppo- 
sition; such an one, as may be productive of tins 
noble purpose, suitable to the greatness of your name, 
your reputation, and most princely accomplishments ; 
an opposition strongly marked with the public good, 
where your private views all plainly centre in the 
public welfare; and those of your followers, are 
openly and declaredly confined to the honour of one 
day carrying your great designs into execution ; tMl 
that time to ask for nothing, to accept Of nothing, but 
devote themselves to watch over the public, and pre- 
vent, as fiir as thej can, any farther encroachments 
being made upon it, till, by becoming the elorious 
instruments of your gracious intentions, tney can 
redress all the grievances they have not been able to 
prevent. * 

The noble simplicity of this opposition, supported 
with suitable gravity, steadiness, and dignity with- 
out doors, will awake and fix the attention of man- 
kind on your royal highness, as their proper object of 
defence and expectation. And even those personal 
points, which, though most justly grounded and ably 
supported, would now be attempted inefiectually, as 
the movements of resentment only, and end in a sanc- 
tion instead of a censure;, the prosecution of those 
very points will, when your power to punish, as well 
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as reward, is equal to ^our will, be called for by the 
people, as national justioe and public satisfaction. 

To the standard of an opposition thus strongly 
marked ^d characterized witn the public good, and 
the public good only ; thus cleared tram every cloud 
and stain of private interest and resentm^it, the 
honest, the brave, and the impartial, will gather by 
degrees, and no slow ones, to increase the dignity as 
wdl as numbers of your roval highness's party. But 
while they see, or think they see, the least appear- 
ance of trifling with the public; or indeed, till they see 
the contrary ; in my humble opinion, the prospect is 
so full of misfortune, that I choose to hide it from 
your royal highness, and wish I could hide it from 
myself. 

All which is humbly submitted to ^our royal high- 
nesses superior discernment and direction. G. D. 



■w« 



ThU narrative of Mr Ralph appears to be a juetificO' 
tion of Mr Dodington, from a maliciout report that 
. he had intruded himself upon the late prince offVales^ 
and had forced himself into the service of his royai 
highness. It toas written in the year 1751, and it 
occasionally hinted at in the Diary, 

It pleased his late royal highness the prince of Wales 
sometimes to discourse of political matters with Mr 
Ralph. 

On all such occasions, the earl .of Middlesex was 
present, and sometimes Dr Sharpe. 

These discourses were generally pretty long; and 
it seldom happened but that his royal highness men-* 
tioned Mr Dodington's name before they were brought 
to an end : sometimes with complaints that he (Mr 
Dodington) had lefl his royal highness, but oftener 
with expressions of self-persuasion that he should 
recover him again one day or another; adding these. 
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or 'such words as these— ** We have good subalterns 
enough, but we want leaders." 

Mr Ralph, all this while, either kept on the re- 
serve, or threw in such general suggestions concerning 
,Mr Dodington, as were rather dictated by sentiment 
than policy. 

Once, and but once, when the conversation grew 
very particular, he did most humbly o£fer himself to 
communicate his royal highness's commands to Mr 
Dodington, in case he had to communicate, and 
should think fit to do him (Mr Ralph) that honour. 
But his royal highness waived the motion at that time, 
by sayinff, lord Baltimore had been spoken to on 
that head ; and, therefore, when he had anything to 
say, his lordship would be the most proper person to 
say it 

Notwithstandimg which, at some distance of time, 
his royal highness resiuned the topic one evening; 
and» at parting, clapping his hand on Mr Ralph's arm, 
dropped certam expressions which, to the best of Mr 

g Ralph's remembrance, were these — Dear Ralph, or, 
ood Ralph, get me Dodington, if possible ; I must 
ave Dodington at any rate. 
Mr Ralph was rather perplexed, than pleased, with 
this conunission ; and Dr Shaipe coming to him at 
Tumham Green (he believes to know his (Mr 
Ralph's) opinion concerning it), Mr Ralph told mm 
he could not proceed upon it, as it was too general, 
and, conseq^uently, tended more to draw him into a 
difficulty with Mr Dodington, than to answer his 
royal highness's purpose. 

What followed was an order for him to come to 
town immediately ; which, on his arrival, was followed 
by another, requiring him, expressly, in the name of 
his royal lughness, to invite Mr Dodington into his 
royal highness's service ; or rather, as it was phrased, 
to live with him, as he had formerly done, and as if 
that sort of life had never been interrupted ; which 

z ' 
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inTkation ^aa umccJOiD^mnled with my offer or gtidif^ 
lation of any kind whatsoever* Nay, when Mr RaJfrfi 
asked, if no character or employment, either in pre- 
sent or ftiture, was allotted to hun, the answer gnren 
was, that nothing of either kind had been so much as 
mentioned. 

This invitation Mr Ralph calried to Mr Dodington, 
who took two or three days to consider of it ; and 
having, in that interval, resigned his employment, did, 
by Mr Ralph, send a letter, to be delivered into the 
hands of lord ^ddleseit (who was the person em* 
ployed by his roval hkbness in this transaction) 
the contents of which Mc Dodington is best able to 
explain. 

About four months passed over after this, widiont 
producing an^ farther explanation on either side; 
during which interval (though Mr Ralph did wonder 
much that his royal highness should be so earnest to 
have a gentleman at his devotion, whom he did not 
seem to have commands for, and might possibly take 
the liberty to express that wonder to his friends at 
times) he never once presumed to importune his royal 
highness, or to desire that he might be importuned on 
Mr Dodington's account. 

Lastly, when his royal h^hness did, of his otm 
mere motion, as Mr Ralph apprehends, take lk& 
Dodington into his actual service, he (Bfr Dodington) 
did require Mr Ralph, by and through my lord M<t 
dlesex, to repeat tne homble request wnich he had 
before made to him i» person, viz. that he mi^t Imve 
the honour to serve him without salary, till it pleased 
God that Ins royal highness should accede to 'the 
throne. Mr Ralph did accordingly communicate this 
request to my lord Middlesex, to be communicated to 
his royal bigness, which his royal h^hness reused 
to admit ; notwithstanding which, Mr Dodington did 
^ain renew the same solicitation, and persist in it, 
through the same channel; till Mr Ralph was at 



tot told b^ my lord Bflddlesex^ that his royal higb^ 
Bess wa;» so finn to his purpose on that head, that he 
did not think it adviseable to press him any farther. 

James Ralph. 



1%iM r$markabie Memorial vat $ent h^ the pennjf-pott^ 
encloMtd in a eovmr to Oeneral Hawhy^ on the 90M 
rf December 1759, and is rgferrtd to in the IWUh 
page of the Diary, 

The paper being received in the questionable shape of 
an anonymous letter, the reader will naturally be cau^ 
tious in giving too much credit to the very severe alle^ 
tions contained in it. 



A SIEtfOBUI. OF 6EVBRAL l^OBI^EMBN AND OBNTL£MXN Of 
THE FIRST BANK AND FORTUNE. 

Thb memorialists represent— That the education of a 
prin<;e of Wales is an object of the utmost importance 
to the whole nation : that it ought always to be in* 
trusted to noblemen of the most unblemished honour, 
and to prelates of the most distinguished Tirtue, ^ 
the most acoMQapUshed le^ming^ and of the most un* 
pspected principles, wiUi regard to government both 
m church and state. 

. That the misfortunes which the nation formerly su£» 
fared, or escaped, under king Charles I, king Charles 
J J, and king James JI, were owing to the bad educif- 
tjon of those princes, who were early initiated in 
msums of arbitrary power :«^That for a faction to 
engross the education of a prince of Wales to them* 
selves, excluding men of probity and learning, is un* 
warrantable, dangerous^ and illegal :-^That to place 
men about the prince of Wales, whose principles 
lire sufipected, and whose beHef in the mysteries of 
our faith is doubtful* has the most mischievous tenp 
deacy, and ought justly to alarm the friends of their 
eountry, and of tjie Protestant succession : — That fcff 
^ mimster to support low men, who were originally 
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improper for the high trust to which they were ad- 
vanced, after complaints made of dark suspicions, and 
unwarrantable methods made use of by such men in: 
their plan of education, and to protect and counte- 
nance such men in their insolent and unheard-of 
behaviour to their superiors, is a foundation for sus- 
pecting the worst designs in such ministers, and ought 
to make all good men apprehensive of the ambition of 
those ministers : — That it being notorious, that books 
inculcating the worst maxims of government, and de- 
fendii^ the most avowed tyrannies, have been put 
into the hands of the prince of Wales, it cannot but 
afiect the memorialists with the most melancholy ap- 
prehensions, when they find that the men who had 
the honesty and the resolution to complain of such 
astonishing methods of instruction, are driven awa/ 
from court, and the men who have dared to teacn 
such doctrines are continued in- trust and favour: — 
That the security of this government being built on 
Whig principles, and alone supported by Whig zeal ; 
that the establishment of the present royal fiunily 
being settled in the timely overthrow of queen Anne's 
ket ministrv, it cannot but alarm all true Whi^ to 
hear of schoolmasters, of very contrary prinaples^ 
being thought of for preceptors ; and to see none but 
the friends and pupus of the late lord Bolingbroke 
mtrusted with the education of a prince, whose family 
that very lord endeavoured by his measures ta ex* 
elude, and by his writings to expel, from the throne 
of these kingdoms : — That there being great reason 
to believe that a noble lord has accused one of the 
preceptors of Jacobitism, it is astonishing that no 
notice has been taken of a complaint of so high ft 
nature : — On the contrary, the accused person con- 
tinues in the same trust, without any inquiry into the 
grounds of the charge, or any steps taken by the ac- 
cused to purge himself of a crune of so black a dye:— 
That no satis&ction being given to the governor 
and preceptor, one of whom, though a nobleman of 



the most unblemished honour, and the other a prelate 
ckf the most mibiaased virtue, have been treated in the 
groflsest terms of abuse by a menial servant of the 
iunily, it is derogatory to his ' majesty's authority, 
under whl^h they acted, is an afih)nt to the peerage 
and an outn^ to the dignity of the church : — That 
whoever advised the refusal of an audience to the 
bishop of Norwich, who was so justly alarmed at the 
wrong methods which he saw taken m the education 
of the prince of Wales, is an enemy to his country, 
and can only mean at least to eovem by a &ction» 
which intends to overthrow the government, and 
restore the exiled and arbitrary house of Stuart :— - 
That to have a Scotsman of a most disaffected fiunily, 
and allied in the nearest manner to the pretender's 
first ministers, consulted in the education of the 
prince of Wales, and intrusted with the most impor- 
tant secrets of government, must tend to alarm and 
disgust the firiends of the present roval fietmily, and to 
encourage the hopes and attempts oi die Jacobites :— ^ 
Lastly, me memorialists cannot help remarking, that 
tibe three or four low, dark, suspected persons, are 
the only men whose station is fixed and permanent ; 
but that all the great offices and officers are so con- 
stantly varied and shuffled about, to the disgrace of 
this country, that the best persons apprehend there is 
a settled -design in these low and suspected people to 
infuse such jealousies, caprices, and fickleness, into 
the two ministers, whose confidence tJiey engross, as 
may render this government ridiculous and contemp- 
tible, and facilitate the revolution which the memo- 
rialists think they have but too much reason to &ar 
is meditating. 

God preserve the King. 



7.2 
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A Conferemee between the Duke of Newcdetle and Mr 
: Dodtngtony October 10, 1755, iPtM the Preliminariee 
agreed on between them, October V^th following, Thie- 
bargain and tale which, to thote who are unacquainted 
with the mannert of a Courts may appear a eingular 
curiotity, it mentioned in page Iw, 

My Lord, 
I UNDERSTAND by Mr Fox, and by a letter from 
your grace to lord Halifax, that the king is disposed 
to accept my services ; and I am very r^y to serve 
him, if I can do it with utility to his majesty and with 
honour to myself: for I do not want the service, 
either to mend my fortune, or for an introduction 
into the world ; I want it for neither. I am come» 
therefore, my lord, to know of your grace in what, 
and in what shape and situation, his majesty expects 
my services. 

He said it was true ; and that the king had received 
what he lud before his majesty of my zeal for his 
fkmily, and of my abilities, much more favourably of 
late, than when he formerly had done all that he could 
with his majesty, to— 

My lord, I beg we may not look back ; that, I am 
sure, will not advance anything I came hither about. 

He Sfdd it was very obliging in me to foi^get what 
was past— but he must have his own thoughts 
about it. 

And I mine, my lord. 

He proceeded to say, that as Mr Fox was a person 
agreeable to me, the king had directed that Mr Fox 
should come to Dorsetshire to me, to settle matters, 
and that his majesty would consent to anything for 
myself that I liked and should be agreed amongst us, 
not then knowing that I should be so soon at Ham- 
mersmith. 

I said I had seen Mr Fox, and that he had spoke 
to me, in generals only, about public affiurs, and his 
majesty's favourable disposition to me. 
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- Re sfdd he understood it so ; and that Mr Fox had 
only rqx>rted that I was well disposed to enter into 
the service, and if measures could be made agreeable, 
I had no objection to men. And that, if there was 
anything I liked, and would let it be known, it might 
be shaped out to my satisfaction, &c. 

My lord, where mere is no offer, no answer can be 
expected. 

He said all would depend upon measures, if those 
could be made agreeable, everything would be made 
easy; and therefore it would be proper to go upon 
that. 

My lord, if your grace pleases, one thing at once. 
As you have no ofier to make, you can e3q)ect no 
answer upon that head: and be pleased to observe 
that / have nothing to ofier, and nothing to ask. 

M^y, to be sure, he said, if what was thought of 
was not agreeable, anything else that I liked might be 
brought about : but what the king first thought of, 
was the comptroller's stafil 

My lord, I will suppose I did not hear you,, and as 
ifou have nothing to ofier, and /have nothing to ask, 
there can be no answer, and we may shut the book. 

He said that if they had known I should not have 
liked the stafi^ it would not have been thought of. 

My lord, it should not have been thought of. If 
you please, my lord, let us suppose that nothing spe- 
cifical has been ofiered ; and I repeat my expectation 
that your grace will remember, that I have nothing to 
ofier or propose to you, and nothing to ask. 

He said he understood it so ; and that I came at 
his majesty's requisition, who was desirous I should 
come mto the service. And as for measures, they 
had no particular ones, but the two treaties with 
Hesse and Russia, which last had been negotiating 
these two yfears [what he meant by that, I neither 
know, nor thought proper to ask] and he supposed 
Mr Fox had explained them. 

Upon my answering in the negative, and saying 
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that I £d not befieve that Mr Fox imdei^tdod iKem 
th<Hroughly hiniBeUy his grace began to enter into thai 
with Russia ; but I stopped him by saying diat I sup* 
posed they were two subsidiary treaties, which, liKt 
all othersy' bargained for a certain number of men, fop 
a certain time ; so much subsidy to the princes, and 
such pay to the trgops, when called for. 

Yes — exactly so-— and then proceeded to show that * 
the Russian treaty was the best and only way to 
defend Hanover, and prevent a continent war. That 
if Hanover was attacked for the sake of {Ingland, it 
ought to be looked upon as England, &c. And then 
would have gone on into the particulars, but I inter- 
rupted him by saying, -then I would not lose youi 
grace's time in explanation, which can only afiect th« 
mode of the thing, and not the substance ; I may pos« 
sibly think of it, as of a dish dressed by your grace's 
cook, the more palatable, the more unwholesome* 
But I will be plain with your grace; I think this 
Russian subsidy to be ruinous to uiis country, of most 
dangerous precedent, most hurtful to his majesty's 
true interest, and destructive of the interest of niar 
&mily; at the same time insufficient to the ends ^ro** 
posed by it, and instead of preventing a Continental 
war, the most certain seed and foundation of it. 
And I can never think I am serving his majesty by 
supporting it. 

At the same time I will agree with your grace, and 
am willing it should be understood, I am tor defend* 
ing Hanover, if it be attacked out of resentment to 
England, and that I not only never' will consent to, 
but will hinder, to the best of my poor little power, 
the sword's being sheathed, till EUmover be indemni- 
fied. I will go j^rther, and will allow, without farther 
examination, that if it be now attacked, it is on the 
account of England : but I do not think this Russian 
subsidy is the way to defend it, or to make the 
people fond of it. Besides, my lord, your grace 
knows, and I know, that (without this Russian sub- 
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'wiy) it never will be attacked.' He said he wishedT 



'it 



^iid ; that if I cOuld corivince him of that, it . . 
4.b9.the best news that had ^<IDta6 to England -a' « 
■whUe. •••'- •- ' ••• 



1^ know it, my lord,: and/i ((tcvQght your g^ie . 
r'^fd^s we are to suppose ljittj|^(^^ 
ciqiftrary to what, they 'BateTpvomised and en^ 
'io;do. .'..*■ 

|ftit'i4t.the sa^le time I say fhis of the Russian sub- 
S'^oiir grace will observe tliat 'I do not sap that I ^ ' 
^ . ^t|^'fi>i^the Hessian : I desird. ftotta bejg(ii8under*.v '"* 
f/iB}jM»4> *orf misrepresented. Oh i/tfil- be tihderstooid \ .' 
*tta«»4|^nr.well, and would, be sjuK^^t \X)Maa$&&tekiii0kl*' P" 

. : ' ^MTtoit I. will not be' misrepresented. I *'i& hot * '^^ 




J;^idtlM(dfeq|iate to the purposes held out ; and nobody 




afttamflmeT} aiid 4»«if^t ^p^tHR), and desire td /r- . 

, ^oK&^yJ^tk^ his 4iaje|ty's woi^d,.-wfaen it was so- * ' 

. .'^l^jd^Ty^jbOgaged, js.ourjduty,.^ fkr as i» consistent, v^^.. 

• Snth.(Air',Guity to- our cwitry i'l.say there may, po9-. 



^ CH^l endeavour to inflame, but rather, possi- 
'1l|^iJhs*ific)med to acqifiesce..* After a little, and not "^ 
y^h^.iDliterial interruption, I x^sumed the discourse,; \.' 
q^feUnid : . • ' , ' -.y 

^'^»^y*lord, I did not c^Hae h^txt to dispute with your 
y^fAeri^'vay opinion of jhe general tendency of these .'. 
%^l^4ie8, both at. home and abroad, will admit of no 

. *>• • V J 
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vamtion ; and it is fit that I should aequBint voui^' 
g^nce, that as to the Russian, I will oppose it with 9& ^ 
. the Ikde credit and efficacy I have, both in the hpwBi4 
and out of it : but -1 will do it with all the decgg^* 
that is consistent -with truth. He said, they|War~' 
convinced of the great decency of my behavioui^'li 
all occasions. And I went on to sav, that i^ io^tbf « 
Hessians, I did not sa^ that I would be £brtliefl»$\ 
ths^ pmnt, however, nught admit of some modifica- • 
tion ; but if they both came in I would indulnt^bl^. 
of^se both, for whatever I did, I would db«tfio-|t. ^ 
roughly. ' • *•♦*♦. 

After civil expressions of concern, that we ^^^noty* 
agree in our opmion about measures, he lei 'Riidl^i^* 
. into the danger of provokbg other maritime jm^J^. 
to j<nn France against us ; from the ptGii&at^ tf^ - ' 
openly prbiessed doctrine of being mas^ '•Atw ' 
. seas; that {Sweden and Denmark would, in c^iiQ[un&» ' 
.. ti^ with Fiance, have a fleet of fifty 8afl*iB.' UJT 
Baltic* ^c.^-that we had the greatest fleet, Ithelxijll ' 
provided, officered, and directed, that evei -fmf'tii^ . 
. ' 1 «AW it could not be depended upon ; di^ Vn^d «o% \ 
'. hinder squadrons fkom goui^ out *and ebrnm^ %f/ ' 
r^ tiirough the most winding, chfficull passMS, &c. . h * 
"^ got vp and said* if Wwere 4o^ superior A^m0^\^ 
*• must give it up : that I had titken up too mUeh qHte 
timet and begged leave to ^recapitulate what' U^* 
IJV^ passed, that there might be |io toom form|sti&;e or *^ 
». qaisrepresentadon : that, in tm first *place^ as lf>^j|qi^'* 
'^ J^gelft I had made no manner <^ offer, nor aakfiiAdn^*' 
?!,*• thing of anybody: that as to measures, fovthe-lw*! 
»^ <9an subsidy, I had nowa^^s siid th^t I would he fi#^. 
.' ' it, if it came single; but, in thset case, it migfat'MhaA* 
y- of farther consideration; but if it was to b^ dbid^jgSft^^ 
with the Hussian, I would most certainly bpp<)S0 
• both: that I had said I would oppose the Russian *ii| 
the utmost of my power, but with all the deeeHiogf^ 
that truth would admit : that there remained hnt<]aA|p»*- 
thing, and thf^ w^ not recapitulation, because I '4ijjdf 



n^ said it before, wfcdcfa Wiitf» that he shinild find 
(though I did not know whether erer they told hkll 
.one woi^d of truth) he should find (if tb^ cfid) th«t 
f opposed it steely from the unfitneef ot the thingf, 
and not because anybody Uiere thought fit to oppose 
ki that I should flhow it y^qb from opinion, my oim 
opinion only, and not from anybody's else ; or out of 
dislike to, or agaimtt anybody, that I opposed it. 
I was micomtected with anyone, and would be so, 
upon this question i how loiig I should continue so 
I coi!ld not tell, but I was so now. Kobody had 
any demand, any right to call upon me^ but one 
gentleman, a near rciation of his graee'tr, lord Hali- 
iax« hd had a right, and when ae did caUy at any 
time, and upon any occasion, I should al^v^yn be 
re^tdy to obey it. 

iMi^f i little insignificant talk, and reciprdca! civi- 
4i(ies, we parted. 

tHIt PRBLlMll^iJtia** 

WuktiM hinted at for Mi* Docfington, h more than 
he /desires fcM* himself; but without the conetrrrence 
of his fnends^ and the following condittcyttS for them^ 
it is imppsiible for him to enter into any engs^;ement. 
• Earl of Halifax to be of the cabinet, met pro- 
Tisioiir in possession, or reversion, for Mr Fumeie, as 
shall be agreed upon betweett him and Bfr Attorney- 
^entfral. . 

•Sir* Francis Dashwood to be ofibred the comptrtrf- 
ler'^stafl^ or something that is proper for, and would 
be agreeaMe to him ; if he can he prevailed on to 
aecept aimhing, which I viery much doubt. 

Lord "[folbot to be comprehended. Mr Tucker to 
be provided for, at or before the end of the sessions^. 

Full liberty to oppose the subsidies, hoiiestly and 
fSrly; which is never to cause the least coldness^ 
expostulation, or remonstrance. 
- mr Dodington is also obliged to be of the Irish side 
of the question, about the linens. 
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' It is presumed) that there is to be no triffing; but 
that the correspondence and communication between 
Mr Dodii^iton's friends, and the Administration, is to 
be 'sincere, honourable, and unreserved. 

The Editor, at the request of oT particular friend, hoe 
added the following Utter to the Appendix; it being 
a just\fication of the duke of Richmond from the 
charge implied in the account of hit grace's accepting 
and resigning a place in the king*s bedchambers-^ 
See page 218. And here the Editor begs leave to 
observe, that as other transactions contained in this 
Diary may possibly have been either unfairly stated 
or partially represented, he will be happy to insert aU 
explanations that may come properly authenticated to 
him in a future edition. 

Sir, Goodwood, June SI, 1783. 

I AM much obliged to Mr Wyndham for the com- 
munication he has allowed you to make to me of Mr 
Dodington's Diary, which has afforded me great enter- 
tainment ; for few readings, in my opinion, are more 
amusing than this sort of original memoirs, which 
give the truest picture of the times in which they 
were written. 

As the excellence of such a work consists in Its 
being perfectly original, the smallest alteration would, 
in my opinion, destroy its merit; and therefore, 
although the part where I am mentioned, contains by 
no means a true state of that business, yet I am &r 
from wishing to have it suppressed or sdtered. All I 
desire is, that when Mr Wyndham thinks proper to 
publish Mr Dodington's Diary, he will permit this 
letter, containing the true state of facts, to be inserted 
as an explanatory note to that transaction. 

Soon after his majesty's accession, sir Harry Er- 
skine, who had been removed from the army by the 
late king, was restored to it by his present majesty^ 
with the same rank he would have had if he had con- 
tinued in the service ; by this means he came ip again 



m^ my h^. This induQ«d me to desire an QudknoGy 
in which I fespeqtfully represented to his majesty^ 
(hat as I had particularly attached myaelf to the mwh 
U^y» ond had sought service upon all oQcasion^ I was 
ia hopes that nP person would havQ b^eix put over 
me, But todiog, from hi^ majesty's aosi^^Qr^ that sif 
Harry JBrsfcine's removal in the late re^ was o«^ng 
to bis attachment to his miyesty when prince of Wales, 
and that he had then mi^ mm a promise to restore 
him to his rank when he should come to the crown, 
I most chi^erfully submitted, and begged of his majesty 
to believe, that nothing could be ftirthef from my 
wish, than that he should break his word on any 
account, ond particularly on mine, Hii3 majesty thea» 
asked me, how it happened that I had ncirer thought 
of any other line than the military? My answer was 
thaA I hed not chose to put myseli undei an obligation 
to the duke of Newcastle, or even to my brotbor'-in* 
law Mr Fox, beinf; unwilling to connect myself with 
any minister. His majesty was pleased to receiva 
very graciously all I had said, 

$eing present at the next leyee day, lord Bute took 
me aside, and told me the king was much pleased 
with my behsiviour in the closet: that hi^ majesty had 
c^erved my sa^g that I had neyer thought of any. 
une but the military, and had ordered him to swim 
me (I perfectly well recollect the expression) whether 
I should have any inclination to a civil ^pployment ? 
liord Bute added, that he thought the best way of 
sounding was at once to tell me the whole : that, the 
king thought of making me a lord of his bedclhamber; 
that I might know it would not be proper for the^ 
king to make a formal offer, but that, if I was dis" 
posed to have it, I might ask it, and he could assure 
me I should not be refused. I thanked his lordship, 
expressed my gratitude to his majesty, and desir^ 
twenty-four nours to consider of it. I then asked for 
it in form, and was immediately ^pointed. 

A few days after I had kissed hands, news arrived 

A A 
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of the battle of Closter Gampen in Germany, in wMcb 
the hereditary prince of j^runswick who commanded 
there, had been worsted. Lord Shelbume (then lord 
Fitzmaurice) had been present at this action as a 
Volmiteer: lord Downe commanded the 25th reg^ 
ment, and received the wounds of which he after^ 
wards died : my brother, lord Geor;^ Lennox, com^ 
manded a battalion of British grenadiers ; he had been 
in the hottest part of the action, and although he had 
the good luck not to be hurt) his clothes were shot 
dirough in seyeral places, and he had the j^culiar 
satisfaction of remaming to the very last with the 
hereditary prince in the wood, which was the scene 
of action, and when all his people were either killed 
or drrren oH^ he, with a certain Mac Lane, actually 
carried off in their arms the hereditary prince, who 
had no horse, or attendants, and who, from the wound 
he had received in his leg, was unable to walk. Lord 
Fitzmaurice and lord Downe were both junior lieu- 
tenant colonels to lord George Lennox, but his- 
majesty was advised to reward their services in thb 
action, by giving them the rank of colonel over his 
head. 

I thought it my duty to represent to his majesty 
how ereat a mortification it must be to my brother, 
after having much distinguished himself during the 
whole war to be not only neglected, but even to see 
his juniors rewarded by being put over his head for 
their services in this battle, where his behaviour had 
been so remarkable. 

My representations, however, proved ineJBfectual; 
upon which I resigned the bedchamber, a fortnight 
after I had received it. I afterwards communicated 
to lord Bute the step I had taken, but have not the 
smallest, recollection of his lordship's mentioning to 
me " my having talked offensively of the Scotch on 
the promotion of sir Harry Erskine, and of him 
(Bute) in particular." On the contrary, his lordship 
was very avil to me, and expressed his regret that 1 
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had not first communicated to him my mtentions of 
resigning, as possibly he might have found means to 
satis^ me about my brother, and have prevented my 
quittmg the bedchamber. 

But the point I am most anxious to clear up is, 
Mr Dodington's assertion, that the account wnich 
lord Halifax said I had given, ** that the king sent 
and ofiered me the bedchamber" — is not /m^— the 
account I have given will show whether lord Bute 
was not sent to me ; and whether the manner in which 
his lordship expressed the orders he had received to 
smtnd me^ do not in the lai^^age of plain dealings 
amount to an ^er of the bedchamber fiwn the ^ng. 
It is true, that Idid ask it in form (I believe by letter 
to lord Bute) but this was subsequent to, and in con- 
sequence of his orders to smmd me, and not at the 
audience I had on the business of sir Harry Erskine's 
affair,- which was previous ; for I do very positively 
declare, that till lord Bute mentioned the bedchamber 
to me in that conversation, as an idea of the king's, it 
had not entered into my Uioughts, which were never 
turned to that sort of employment. 

The difference of whether I first asked for, or was 
ofiered this place, is very immaterial, except as to the 
charge Mr ]Jo(hngton brings against me, of^ having said 
what is not true. For although it was very flattering 
to me to be thought of by his majesty to be about his 
person, I had not the silly impertinence to be above 
asking for that honour, if my turn of mind had led 
me that way, but I cannot feel indifierent as to a fact 
which I am stated to have misrepresented. 

Your sending this letter to Mr Wyndham with the 
extract of the memoirs which I return enclosed, will 
much oblige, % 

Sir, 
Your most obedient. 

And sincere humble servant, 

Richmond, &c. 
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